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DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE ASKED TO DO SO

Time Allowed: 2 Hrs.                                                                                                             Maximum Marks: 200

Roll No.:

cuRReNT AffAiRs
(All iNdiA OpeN TesT)

IAS Prelims - 2019

INSTRUCTIONS

1. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD CHECK THAT THIS 
TEST BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING PAGES OR ITEMS, ETC. IF SO, 
GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET. 

2.	 Please	note	that	 it	 is	the	candidate’s	responsibility	to	encode	and	fill	 in	the	Roll	Number	carefully	and	
without	any	omission	or	discrepancy	at	the	appropriate	places	in	the	OMR	Answer	Sheet.	Any	omission/
discrepancy	will	render	the	Answer	Sheet	liable	for	rejection.	

3.	 You	have	to	enter	your	Roll	Number	on	the	Test	Booklet	in	the	Box	provided	alongside.	DO	NOT	write	
anything	else	on	the	Test	Booklet.	

4.	 While	writing	name	and	Roll	No.	on	the	top	of	the	OMR	Sheet	in	appropriate	boxes	use	“ONLY BLACK 
BALL POINT PEN”.

5.	 This	Test	Booklet	contains	100 items (questions).	Each	item	comprises	four	responses	(answers).	You	will	
select	the	response	which	you	want	to	mark	on	the	Answer	Sheet.	In	case	you	feel	that	there	is	more	than	
one	correct	response,	mark	the	response	which	you	consider	the	best.	 In	any	case,	choose	ONLY	ONE	
response	for	each	item.	

6.	 You	have	to	mark	all	your	responses	ONLY	on	the	separate	OMR Answer Sheet provided.	
7.	 All	items	carry	equal	marks.	(2 marks each)
8.	 After	 you	have	completed	filling	 in	all	 your	 responses	on	 the	Answer	Sheet	and	 the	examination	has	

concluded,	you	should	hand	over	to	the	Invigilator	only	the	Answer	Sheet.	You	are	permitted	to	take	away	
with	you	the	Test	Booklet.	

9.	 Sheets	for	rough	work	are	appended	in	the	Test	Booklet	at	the	end.	

10.	 Penalty	for	wrong	answers:	

 THERE WILL BE PENALTY FOR WRONG ANSWERS MARKED BY A CANDIDATE IN THE OBJECTIVE TYPE 
QUESTION PAPERS.

(a)	 There	are	four	alternatives	for	the	answer	to	every	question.	For	each	question	for	which	a	wrong	
answer	has	been	given	by	the	candidate,	one-third of the marks	assigned	to	that	question	will	be	
deducted as penalty.

(b)	 If	a	candidate	gives	more	than	one	answer,	it	will	be	treated	as	a	wrong	answer	even	if	one	of	the	
given	answers	happens	to	be	correct	and	there	will	be	same	penalty	as	above	to	that	question.

(c)	 If	a	question	is	left	blank,	i.e.,	no	answer	is	given	by	the	candidate,	there	will	be	no	penalty	for	that	
question.	
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Consider the following statements 1. 
regarding the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO):

It	is	a	UN	specialized	agency	constituted	1. 
in	accordance	with	Bonn	Convention.

It co-ordinates assistance and capacity 2. 
building	 program	 to	 achieve	 aviation	
development	objectives.

It	prepares	the	Air	Safety	Oversight	score.3. 

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

International Solar Alliance (ISA) is:2. 
Conceived	as	a	coalition	of	solar	resource	1. 
rich	countries

Launched	 jointly	 by	 India	 and	 United	2. 
States only

Recognized	 as	 legal	 entity	 by	 United	3. 
Nation

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Marrakesh Treaty facilitates the 3. 
production and international transfer 
of specially-adapted books for people 
with blindness or visual impairments. 
Consider the following statements 
with reference to Marrakesh Treaty:

It	 is	 administered	 by	 World	 Intellectual	1. 
Property	 Organisation	 (WIPO)	 at	 the	
Global	level.

India	is	not	a	signatory	to	this	treaty.2. 

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2 (c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

The ‘Future of Jobs report’ is released 4. 
by:

World	Economic	Forum(a)	

International	Monetary	Fund(b)	

World	Bank(c)	

Oxfam	International(d)	

Which of the following statements is/5. 
are correct with reference to Indian 
Territorial Army?

Territorial	 Army	 is	 India’s	 first	 line	 of	1. 
defence

Its	 role	 is	 to	 relieve	 the	 Regular	 Army	2. 
from	 static	 duties	 and	 assist	 in	 civil	
administration

It	 was	 constituted	 after	 first	 Indo-China	3. 
War

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

2 only(a)	

1 and 3 only(b)	

3 only(c)	

2 and 3 only(d)	

Consider the following statements 6. 
about Zika Virus:

It	 is	 transmitted	 by	 the	 same	 mosquito	1. 
that	 transmits	dengue,	chikungunya	and	
yellow	fever.

It	was	first	identified	in	humans	and	later	2. 
in	animals.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

The terms LUBAN, TITLI and SAGAR, 7. 
often seen in news, are related to:

Submarines	(a)	

Cyclones(b)	

Missiles(c)	

Research Stations at Antarctica(d)	



GS SCORE 3

GS S
CORE

Consider the following statements 8. 
regarding Udyam Abhilasha, a 
National Level Entrepreneurship 
Awareness Campaign:

It	 is	 launched	 by	 Small	 Industries	1. 
Development	Bank	of	India	(SIDBI).
It	 focuses	 only	 on	 women	2. 
entrepreneurship.
It	is	operational	all	over	India.3. 

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Which of the following statements is/9. 
are correct with reference to the first 
Global Skills Park (GSP) going to be 
established in India?

Its	 objective	 is	 to	 prepare	 skilled	 youth	1. 
by	enhancing	the	quality	of	technical	and	
vocational	education.
It	 is	 established	 by	 a	 joint	 agreement	2. 
signed	 between	 World	 Bank	 and	 the	
Government	of	India.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Which of the following humanitarian 10. 
operation was launched by India to 
provide assistance to earthquake and 
tsunami victims in Indonesia?

Operation Insaniyat(a)	

Operation Madad(b)	

Operation	Samudra	Maitri(c)	

Operation	Sahyog(d)	

Match the following pairs:11. 
GI Tag Fruits  Regions
Alphonso	Mangoes	 1.	BiharA. 
Strawberry	 	 2.	RatnagiriB. 
Shahi Litchi  3. MahabaleshwarC. 

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

   A B C

2 3 1(a)	

3 1 2(b)	

2 1 3(c)	

3 2 1(d)	

With reference to ‘Mahatma Gandhi 12. 
International Sanitation Convention 
(MGISC)‘, consider the following 
statements:

The	 Convention	 was	 organized	 to	 share	1. 
sanitation	 success	 stories	 from	 the	
participating	countries.
It	brought	together	the	sector	specialists	2. 
from	BRICS	Nations.
It	was	organised	by	the	Ministry	of	Women	3. 
and	Child	Development.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

3 only (a)	

1 and 2 only (b)	

2 and 3 only (c)	

1, 2, and 3(d)	

With reference to ‘Comprehensive 13. 
Convention on International 
Terrorism’ (CCIT)‘, consider the 
following statements:

India	is	against	the	adoption	of	CCIT.1. 
Negotiations	for	this	treaty	held	at	United	2. 
Nations	General	Assembly.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only (a)	

2 only (b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

With reference to ‘UN Champions of 14. 
the Earth Award 2018 ‘, consider the 
following statements: 

It	is	UN’s	highest	environmental	honour.1. 
It	is	given	to	individuals	from	government	2. 
institutions	only.
No	Indian	has	received	this	award	so	far.3. 
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Which	of	the	statements	given	above	is	/	are	
incorrect?

3 only(a)	

1 and 2 only (b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2, and 3(d)	

Which of the following statements 15. 
is/are incorrect regarding Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna?

The	Scheme	covers	edible	crops	only.1. 
The	 scheme	 is	 being	 administered	 by	2. 
Ministry	of	Rural	Development	
The	 scheme	 is	 implemented	 by	3. 
empanelled	life	insurance	companies.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only (a)	

2 only (b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

With reference to Vayoshreshtha 16. 
Samman, consider the following 
statements:

The	 Ministry	 of	 Social	 Justice	 and	1. 
Empowerment	confers	this	award.
The	 award	 is	 given	 to	 eminent	 or	2. 
outstanding	 Institutions	or	organisations	
and	individuals.

Which	 of	 the	 above	 statements	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only (a)	

2 only (b)	

Both 1 and 2 (c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

The ‘Global Guidelines on Sanitation 17. 
and Health’ have been launched by 
which of the following?

The United Nations International Children’s (a)	
Emergency	Fund	(UNICEF)

	United	Nations	Development	Programme	(b)	
(UNDP)

World	Health	Organization	(WHO)(c)	

World	Bank	(WB)(d)	

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, 18. 
unified geographical areas where 
sites and landscapes of international 
geological significance are 
managed with a holistic concept of 
protection, education and sustainable 
development. Consider the following 
statement with reference to it:

They	promote	sustainable	local	economic	1. 
development	 mainly	 through	 Geo-
Tourism.

There	is	no	Global	Geopark	in	India.2. 

Which	of	the	statements	given	above	is	/	are	
correct?

1 only (a)	

2 only (b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

IND-INDO CORPAT is a:19. 
Joint	 exercise	 between	 India	 and	(a)	
Indonesia

Corporate	 Summit	 between	 India	 and	(b)	
ASEAN

Partnership between India & Indonesia (c)	
for	make	in	India

Security	Dialogue	between	Indian	Ocean	(d)	
Countries

Chandra X-ray Observatory is a:20. 
Telescope by NASA(a)	

X-ray detection centre by ISRO(b)	

Observatory	by	European	Space	Agency(c)	

Space	observatory	by	India	and	Japan(d)	

Consider the following statements 21. 
about United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC):

It	 is	 headquartered	 in	 Geneva,	1. 
Switzerland.

Its	resolutions	are	binding	on	the	member	2. 
countries.

It	was	 set	up	along	with	United	Nations	3. 
in 1945.
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Which	 of	 the	 above	 statements	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Which state has won the “Future Policy 22. 
Award 2018”, recently conferred by 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) for the world’s best policies 
promoting agro-ecological and 
sustainable food systems?

Sikkim(a)	

Telangana(b)	

Arunachal	Pradesh(c)	

Gujarat(d)	

Consider the following statements 23. 
about ‘Ganga Task Force’:

It	 is	an	initiative	under	Ministry	of	Water	1. 
Resources.

It	 is	 a	 network	 of	 Non-government	2. 
organisation	working	for	the	conservation	
of	River	Ganga.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2 (c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Who among the following 24. 
personalities have received Bharat 
Ratna and Nobel Prize both?

Mother Teresa1. 

Amartya	Sen2. 

C	V	Raman3. 

Har Gobind Khorana4. 

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

4 only (c)	

1,  2 and 3  only(d)	

Consider the following statements:25. 
‘India	 for	 Humanity’	 is	 an	 initiative	 of	1. 
Ministry	of	External	Affairs.

It	was	launched	as	part	of	‘Pravasi	Bharatiya	2. 
Divas’.

The	famous	‘Jaipur	foot’	is	associated	with	3. 
“India	for	Humanity	initiative.”

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3 (d)	

The “Commitment to Reducing 26. 
Inequality Index” report is released 
by

Oxfam	 and	 Development	 Finance	(a)	
International

International	Labour	Organization(b)	

Transparency International(c)	

United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	(d)	
Cultural	Organization

Recently, Singphan Wildlife Sanctuary 27. 
has been demarcated as 30th Elephant 
reserve of India. It is located in which 
in which of the following state? 

Meghalaya(a)	

Kerala(b)	

Nagaland(c)	

Tripura(d)	

Consider the following statements in 28. 
context of ‘KalamSat’:

ISRO	has	launched	world’s	lightest	satellite	1. 
KalamSat	weighing	only	64	grams.

KalamSat	is	a	3-D	printed	satellite.2. 

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	
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Global Hunger Index 2018 was 29. 
released by Welthungerhilfe together 
with Concerned World recently. Which 
of the following is not a parameter in 
the measurement of GHI?

The	proportion	of	the	undernourished	as	(a)	
a	percentage	of	the	population

The	proportion	of	children	under	the	age	(b)	
of	five	suffering	from	wasting

The	proportion	of	children	above	the	age	(c)	
of	ten	suffering	from	stunting

The	mortality	 rate	 of	 children	under	 the	(d)	
age	of	five

Consider the following statements 30. 
regarding Human Capital Index 
(HCI):

The	World	Bank	has	released	the	index	as	1. 
part	 of	 the	 World	 Development	 Report	
2019.

It	measures	the	amount	of	Human	capital	2. 
that	 a	 child	 born	 today	 can	 expect	 to	
attain	by	age	of	18	years.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements:31. 
Cheetah	 have	 been	 declared	 extinct	 in	1. 
India in the year 1952.

The	Cheetah	 reintroduction	project	aims	2. 
to	 reintroduce	 Cheetahs	 in	 Nauradehi	
sanctuary	of	Madhya	Pradesh.

Under	this	project,	the	cheetah	would	be	3. 
translocated	from	Namibia	in	Africa.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Youth Road Safety Learners Licence 32. 
Programme is:

A	 Public-Private	 Partnership	 (PPP)	1. 
initiative.
Attempting	 to	 bring	 a	 formal	 and	2. 
structured	 training	 program	 for	 young,	
first-time	drivers	as	they	apply	for	learner’s	
license.
Aimed	 to	 help	 Government	 achieve	 its	3. 
target	of	reducing	road	accidents	by	50%	
by 2022.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

3 only(c)	

2 and 3 only(d)	

Consider the following statements:33. 
‘Swasth	 Bharat	 Yatra’	 aims	 to	 sensitise	1. 
people	 about	 eating	 safe	 food	 and	 be	
healthy.
‘Swasth	 Bharat	 Yatra’	 campaign	 was	2. 
launched	on	World	Food	Day.
It	 has	 been	 launched	 in	 association	3. 
with	 states	 and	 led	 by	 Food	 Safety	 and	
Standards	Authority	of	India	(FSSAI).

Which	 of	 the	 following	 statements	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 34. 
regarding Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP):

It	 is	 a	 programme	 launched	 by	 the	1. 
Department	of	Pharmaceuticals.
Its	 aims	 to	 provide	 quality	medicines	 at	2. 
affordable	prices	to	the	masses.
The	 implementing	 agency	 for	 this	 is	3. 
Bureau	of	Pharma	PSUs	of	India	(BPPI).

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	
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Match the following pairs:35. 
GI Tag  State

Shahi	Litchi	 1.	West	BengalA. 

Kadaknath	Chicken	 2.	Andhra	PradeshB. 

Banganapalle	 3.	Madhya	Pradesh	C. 
Mangoes

Tulapanji	Rice	 4.	BiharD. 

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

   A B C D

1 2 3 4(a)	

4 3 2 1(b)	

4 3 1 2(c)	

1 2 4 3(d)	

Which of the following Country has 36. 
initiated the Artificial Moon Project?

China(a)	

United	States	of	America(b)	

India(c)	

Norway(d)	

What is Self4Society, recently seen in 37. 
news?

Platform	for	social	work(a)	

Blood	donation	Campaign(b)	

Initiative	for	Swachh	Bharat(c)	

Initiative	to	Clean	Ganga(d)	

Consider the following statements 38. 
about National Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission (NCDRC):

It	is	a	quasi-judicial	body.1. 

It	is	headed	by	a	sitting	or	retired	judge	of	2. 
the	Supreme	Court	of	India

Person	aggrieved	by	its	order	can	appeal	3. 
to	Supreme	Court.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 39. 
regarding ASEAN Defence Ministers 
Meeting (ADMM) plus:

It	 was	 hosted	 by	 Singapore	 and	 was	1. 
attended	only	by	the	ASEAN	members.

It	 serves	 as	 a	 key	 platform	 to	 discuss	2. 
regional	security	architecture.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

With reference to Prakriti programme, 40. 
consider the following statements:

It	 is	 an	 initiative	 under	 Ministry	 of	1. 
Environment,	Forest	and	Climate	Change.

It	aims	to	promote	awareness	about	forests	2. 
and	environment	among	the	students	of	
Kendriya	Vidyalaya	Sangathan	 (KVS)	and	
Navodaya	Vidyalaya	Samiti	(NVS).

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

The world’s longest sea bridge recently 41. 
inaugurated by China connects which 
of the following cities?

Hong	Kong-Zhuhai-Macau(a)	

Jiaxing	and	Ningbo(b)	

Xiamen	and	Haicang(c)	

Shanghai	and	Yangshan(d)	

With reference to Intermediate-range 42. 
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, consider 
the following statements:

It	is	a	treaty	of	United	Nations.1. 

India	is	the	part	of	this	treaty.2. 

Treaty	is	related	to	banning	development	3. 
and	 possession	 of	 short	 and	 medium	
range	 ground	 launched	 nuclear	 missiles	
(range	500	–	5000	km).
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Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

The Seoul Peace Prize has been 43. 
awarded biennially to those 
individuals who have made their mark 
through contributions to the harmony 
of mankind, reconciliation between 
nations and to world peace. Who 
among the following personalities 
has been awarded the prize in the 
year 2018?

Vladimir	Putin	(a)	

Angela	Merkel(b)	

Narendra Modi(c)	

Aung	San	Suu	Kyi(d)	

Consider the following statements 44. 
regarding ‘Invest India’:

It	is	an	agency	to	promote	investment	in	1. 
India.
It	 is	 a	 not	 for	 profit	 venture	 under	 the	2. 
Department	 of	 Industrial	 Policy	 and	
Promotion.
It	 has	won	 the	UN	Award	 for	 excellence	3. 
in	 promoting	 investments	 in	 sustainable	
development.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements:45. 
International	 Coral	 Reef	 Initiative	 (ICRI)	1. 
has declared year 2018 as International 
Year	of	the	Reef	(IYOR	2018).
International	 Conference	 on	 Status	 and	2. 
Protection	 of	 Coral	 Reefs	 (STAPCOR	
–	 2018)	 was	 held	 at	 Bangaram	 Island,	
Lakshadweep.
Warm	 tropical	 oceans	 located	 between	3. 
30	 degree	 north	 and	 25	 degree	 south	
latitudes	are	suitable	for	corals.

Freshwater	is	suitable	for	the	growth	and	4. 
survival	of	corals.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 4 only(b)	

1, 2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2, 3 and 4(d)	

With reference to International 46. 
UDAN scheme, consider the following 
statements:

Under	 this	 scheme,	 the	 plan	 is	 to	1. 
connect	 India’s	 smaller	 cities	 directly	 to	
some	 key	 foreign	 destinations	 in	 the	
neighbourhood.
The	Central	government	will	subsidise	the	2. 
fair	for	flights.
Only Indian carriers can participate in this 3. 
scheme.
Only	aircraft	with	capacity	of	70	seats	or	4. 
more	can	fly	the	foreign	routes.

Which	 of	 the	 following	 statements	 are	
correct?

1, 2 and 3 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

3 and 4 only(c)	

1, 3 and 4 only(d)	

Union Cabinet has recently approved 47. 
the setting up of Indian Institute 
of Skills (IIS) across the country. 
Consider the following statements 
with reference to it?

It	 is	 being	 setup	 by	 the	 Union	 Skill	1. 
Development	 Ministry	 in	 partnership	
with	the	 Institute	of	Technical	Education,	
Singapore.
Its	primary	objective	is	to	empower	India’s	2. 
youth	 to	 be	more	 employable	 and	 self-
sustainable
It	will	be	set	up	as	public	private	partnership	3. 
mode.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	
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The Union Cabinet has approved the 48. 
constitution of a High Level Steering 
Committee for periodically reviewing 
and refining the National Indicator 
Framework (NIF) for monitoring 
of Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Consider the following 
statements:

The	 committee	 will	 be	 chaired	 by	 Chief	1. 
Statistician	 of	 India	 and	 Secretary,	
Ministry	 of	 Statistics	 and	 Programme	
Implementation	(MoSPI).

Statistical	 indicators	 of	 NIF	 will	 be	 the	2. 
backbone	 of	monitoring	 of	 SDGs	 at	 the	
national	and	state	level.

Sustainable	 Development	 Goals	 are	3. 
legally	binding.

There	 is	 direct	 financial	 implication	 on	4. 
implementation	of	the	National	Indicator	
Framework.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2, 3 and 4 only(b)	

1, 2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2, 3 and 4(d)	

Recently, U.S. - Mexico - Canada 49. 
Agreement (USMCA) has updated and 
replaced:

NAFTA(a)	

APEC(b)	

SAFTA(c)	

EFTA(d)	

Consider the following statements 50. 
regarding Periyar Tiger Reserve:

It	 is	 located	on	 the	Cardamom	Hills	and	1. 
Pandalam	Hills	of	the	South	Western	Ghats	
along	the	border	with	Tamil	Nadu.

Sabrimala	Temple	 is	 located	in	this	Tiger	2. 
reserve.

It	is	a	Tiger	as	well	as	Elephant	reserve.3. 

It	 forms	 the	 major	 watershed	 of	 two	4. 
important	rivers	of	Kerala,	the	Periyar	and	
the	Pamba.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

3 and 4 only(b)	

2, 3 and 4 only(c)	

1, 2, 3 and 4(d)	

Consider the following statements 51. 
S	400	Triumf	 is	a	 long-range	air	defense	1. 
missile	system.
Kamov	 226T	 is	 a	 light	 multipurpose	2. 
helicopter.
The	Kamov	226T	will	replace	the	Cheetah	3. 
and	Chetak	choppers.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Which of the following States has 52. 
introduced electric vehicles for official 
use recently?

Jharkhand(a)	

Chhattisgarh(b)	

Uttar Pradesh(c)	

Bihar(d)	

Which of the following has planned to 53. 
introduce Eco-cottages and a Film city 
to boost tourism in Island Territories?

Ministry	of	Tourism(a)	

Ministry	 of	 Environment,	 Forest	 and	(b)	
Climate	Change

Niti	Aayog(c)	

None(d)	

Consider the following statements 54. 
about National Environment Survey 
(NES) which was recently in news:

It	will	be	the	first	environmental	survey	in	1. 
India.
It	will	cover	only	the	areas	with	biodiversity	2. 
hotspots.
It	 will	 act	 as	 important	 tool	 for	 policy-3. 
makers	for	decision	making	process.
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Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Recently the project Mammals of India 55. 
(MaOI), seen in news, is related to:

Protection	 of	 critically	 endangered	(a)	
mammals.

Increase	the	milk	production	in	India.(b)	

Digital	 repository	 of	 images	 of	 Indian	(c)	
mammals.

None(d)	

The 100k Genome Asia Project is 56. 
aimed to:

Conserve	 100k	 species	 of	 different	 flora	(a)	
and	fauna	of	Asian	region.

Develop	 the	 100k	 genetically	 modified	(b)	
species	of	fish	in	order	to	ensure	the	food	
security	in	Asian	countries.

Sequencing	 100k	 Asian	 individuals	 in	(c)	
hopes	of	accelerating	precision	medicine	
applications	for	Asian	populations.

None(d)	

Consider the following statements 57. 
about ‘Gaming Garage’ initiative.

 It is proposed by Andhra Pradesh state 1. 
government
	It	aims	to	assist	the	youth	in	de-addiction	2. 
of	gaming.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 58. 
(UNISDR) report on Climate related 
disasters has been released recently. 
In this regard consider the following 
statements:

The	 report	 quantifies	 the	 losses	 due	 to	1. 
climate	related	disasters	in	last	decade.

It	shows	that	the	greatest	economic	losses	2. 
have	been	experienced	by	USA.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements 59. 
about Silk production in India:

India	is	world’s	largest	producer	of	silk.1. 
Silk	 industry	 in	 India	 is	 labour	 intensive	2. 
industry.
Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra are 3. 
leading	producers	of	silk.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Recently, Financial Action Task Force 60. 
(FATF) has placed Pakistan on grey 
list. Consider the following statements 
about FATF:

It	 is	 an	 inter-governmental	 body	 which	1. 
works	under	World	Bank.
Pakistan	has	been	listed	in	FATF’s	grey	list	2. 
for	the	first	time.
India	is	one	of	the	members	of	FATF.3. 

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

2 and 3 only(d)	

To put an end to sexual violence 61. 
against children, Government of India 
amended the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act 
through Criminal Law Amendment 
ordinance 2018. In this regard, which 
the following statements is/are 
correct?

It	provides	life	imprisonment	or	death	for	1. 
rape	of	girl	less	than	16	years.
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It	provides	for	the	maintenance	of	national	2. 
database	and	profile	of	sexual	offenders.

Select	 the	 correct	 answer	 using	 code	 given	
below:

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Which of the following statements 62. 
correctly explains the term ‘Data 
Localisation’?

The	 foreign	 social	 media	 companies	(a)	
cannot	use	the	Indian	users	data	for	data	
analysis.

Local	 data	 can	 be	 used	 for	 mass	(b)	
surveillance	of	citizens.

The	personal	data	of	a	country’s	residents	(c)	
should	 be	 processed	 and	 stored	 in	 that	
country.

None(d)	

With reference to ‘Tagore Award 63. 
for Cultural Harmony’, which of the 
following statements is/are incorrect?

It	is	awarded	by	the	Ministry	of	Culture	in	1. 
association	with	Niti	Aayog.
The	 Jury	 for	 selection	 of	 awardees	 is	2. 
headed	by	the	Union	Minister	of	Culture.
The	award	is	open	to	all	persons	regardless	3. 
of	nationality,	race,	language,	caste,	creed	
or	sex.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

3 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

With reference to ‘Impactful policy 64. 
research in Social Science’ (IMPRESS 
Scheme), which of the following 
statements is/are correct?

It	 is	a	flagship	scheme	of	the	Ministry	of	1. 
Social	Justice	and	Empowerment.
Niti	 Aayog	 has	 been	 entrusted	with	 the	2. 
task	of	implementing	and	monitoring	the	
scheme.

Theme	 based	 research	 is	 an	 important	3. 
component	of	the	scheme.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

3 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

With reference to ‘SPARC Scheme’, 65. 
which of the following statements is/
are correct?

It	 is	 a	 flagship	 scheme	 of	 Ministry	 of	1. 
Sports	for	promotion	of	young	athletes	in	
the	country.

Indian	Institute	of	Technology	Kharagpur	2. 
is	 the	National	 Coordinating	 Institute	 to	
implement	the	SPARC	programme.

A	set	of	Nodal	Institutions	(NI),	from	India,	3. 
for	each	participating	foreign	country	has	
been	identified.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

3 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Which of the following institutions 66. 
publishes the Asian Economic 
Integration Report?

World	Bank(a)	

Asian	Development	Bank(b)	

Asian	Infrastructure	Investment	Bank(c)	

World	Economic	Forum(d)	

Consider the following statements 67. 
regarding the ‘Commonwealth 
Association for Public Administration 
and Management’ (CAPAM):

It	is	a	not	for	profit	association.1. 

India	won	the	Commonwealth	Association	2. 
for	Public	Administration	and	Management	
Award, 2018.
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Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

With reference to ‘World agriculture 68. 
Prize’, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?

The	prize	has	been	awarded	to	Professor	1. 
M.S.	Swaminathan	for	the	year	2018.

It	 is	 an	 annual	 prize	 presented	 to	 only	2. 
individuals	 from	 Asian,	 African	 or	 Latin	
American	countries.

This	 is	 the	 second	 time	 any	 Indian	 has	3. 
been	awarded	two	times	in	a	row.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

1 and 3 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements:69. 
Inland	 Waterways	 Authority	 of	 India	1. 
(IWAI)	will	be	starting	a	new	Roll	on-Roll	
off	(Ro-Ro)	facility	for	Majuli	Island.

Majuli	is	one	of	the	biggest	riverine	islands	2. 
in	the	world	located	on	Teesta	river.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2 (d)	

With reference to ‘International 70. 
Arya Mahasammelan’, which of the 
following statements is/are incorrect?

It	 aims	 to	 spread	 a	 message	 of	 human	1. 
welfare	 originating	 from	 all	 religious	
scriptures.

It	 was	 started	 by	 Swami	 Dayanand	2. 
Saraswati	in	the	19th	Century.

The	 convention	 is	 held	 once	 in	 four	3. 
years.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 71. 
about Central Adoption Resource 
Authority (CARA):

It’s	a	nodal	body	in	India	for	inter-country	1. 
adoption

It’s	 a	 statutory	 body	 working	 under	2. 
Ministry	of	Women	&	Child	Development

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) is:72. 
Headed	by	Prime	Minister	of	India	1. 

Aimed	at	 clearing	 all	 acquisitions,	which	2. 
includes	 both	 imported	 and	 those	
produced	indigenously	or	under	a	foreign	
license.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements 73. 
about Parker Mission:

It	is	a	Mission	to	explore	Sun’s	Corona.1. 

It	is	the	first	NASA	mission	that	has	been	2. 
named	after	a	living	individual.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	
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Consider the following statements 74. 
about Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC):

It	is	a	Statutory	Body1. 
Finance	 Minister	 is	 the	 chairman	 of	 the	2. 
Council.
Its	objective	is	to	improve	financial	literacy	3. 
and	financial	inclusion.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Which of the following statements is/75. 
are correct about NASA-ISRO Synthetic 
Aperture radar satellite (NISAR)?

It	 is	 the	first	satellite	mission	to	use	 two	1. 
different	Radar	frequencies.
It	 is	 the	 world’s	 most	 expensive	 earth	2. 
imaging	satellite.
It	 is	 designed	 to	 observe	 Earthquake	3. 
tsunamis,	volcanoes	and	landslides.	

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

1 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 2 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

What is Train 18, recently seen in 76. 
news?

First	intercity	Engineless	Train	in	India	with	(a)	
18 coaches.

18(b)	 th	 anniversary	 of	 launching	 Double	
Decker	Train	in	India.

A	Train	for	Youth	(above	18	years)	recently	(c)	
approved	by	Government	of	India.

A	 Heritage	 Train	 launched	 by	 Indian	(d)	
Railways in 2018.

Consider the following statements 77. 
about Barak-8 Long Range Surface to 
Air Missile (LRSAM) system which was 
recently in news.

	It	can	intercept	aerial	targets	up	to	a	range	1. 
of	200	km.

	It	can	intercept	all	types	of	aerial	targets	2. 
like	 subsonic	 and	 supersonic	 missiles,	
fighter	aircraft.

It	is	jointly	developed	by	India	and	Israel.3. 

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

 1 and 2 only(b)	

 2 and 3 only(c)	

 1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 78. 
about Electoral Bonds:

They	are	bearer	instruments	in	the	nature	1. 
of	a	Promissory	Note.

They	 are	 interest	 free	 banking	2. 
instrument.

The	 Bond	 does	 not	 carry	 the	 name	 of	3. 
payee	 or	 any	 detail	 of	 political	 party	
depositing	the	bonds.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Vishakha Guidelines are a set of 79. 
procedural guidelines for use in cases 
of:

Sexual	Harassment	at	religious	institutions(a)	

High	unemployment	rate	in	Country	(b)	

Sexual	Harassment	at	work	palace	(c)	

Hyper-inflation(d)	

With reference to ‘Digi-Yatra’, which 80. 
of the following statements is/are 
correct?

It	is	a	joint	policy	initiative	of	Ministry	of	1. 
Railways	and	Ministry	of	 Electronics	 and	
Information	Technology	(MeitY).

It	is	a	Facial	Recognition	based	passenger	2. 
processing	system.

Aadhaar	registration	is	mandatory	to	avail	3. 
the	services	of	Digi-Yatra	policy.
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Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

‘Jewel of Roman Empire’, the world 81. 
heritage site and an ancient city of 
Sabratha is located in which country?

Iran(a)	

Yemen(b)	

Libya(c)	

Moscow(d)	

The concept of ‘No place for retreat in 82. 
a progressive society’ refers to the: 

Doctrine	of	non-retrogression	of	rights	(a)	

Doctrine	of	Harmonious	Construction(b)	

Doctrine	of	Severability(c)	

Doctrine	of	Constitutional	Morality(d)	

With reference to ‘Minimum Support 83. 
Price’, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?

It	 is	 the	 price	 at	 which	 government	1. 
purchases	 crops	 from	 the	 farmers,	
whatever	may	be	the	price	of	the	crops.
It	 is	 recommended	 by	 the	 Cabinet	2. 
Committee	 on	 Economic	 Affairs	 (CCEA)	
and	 announced	 by	 Commission	 for	
Agricultural	Costs	and	Prices.
Market	 Assurance	 Scheme	 is	 a	 sub-3. 
scheme	under	the	MSP	regime	to	provide	
support	 in	 North-Eastern	 states	 and	
Jammu	and	Kashmir.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements:84. 
Two	 new	 institutes	 in	 Amaravati	 and	1. 
Bhopal	alone	are	approved	 to	be	set	up	
under	 the	 recently	 amended	 National	
Institute	of	Design	(NID)	Act	of	2014.

The	 National	 Design	 Policy	 calls	 for	2. 
formulation	 of	 a	 scheme	 to	 set	 up	
innovation	 hubs	 in	 select	 locations,	
particularly	in	the	Northeast.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following pairs:85. 
Missiles Feature

Barak	Missile	 Medium	range		 	1. 
		 surface-to-air		 	
		 missile	(SAM)

S-400	missile	 Long	range	air	to	air		2. 
		 missile

Prithvi	missile	 Surface	to	surface			3. 
		 missile

Nirbhay	 Subsonic	cruise	missile		4. 
		 (Ship,	submarine,		 	
		 aircraft	and	land)

Which	 of	 the	 above	 pairs	 are	 correctly	
matched?

1 and 3 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1, 3 and 4 only(c)	

1,2,3 and 4(d)	

Which of the following statements 86. 
about National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) are correct?

It	is	a	Quasi-judicial	Body.1. 

It	 was	 established	 recently	 under	2. 
Companies	Act,	2013.

It	has	the	power	to	review	its	own	orders.3. 

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	
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The Nobel Peace Prize for 2018 has 87. 
been awarded:

To	 end	 the	 use	 of	 sexual	 violence	 as	 a	(a)	
weapon	of	war.

To	end	the	menace	of	Child	Trafficking.(b)	

For	efforts	to	stop	internal	Civil	Uprising.(c)	

For	 building	 consensus	 among	 different	(d)	
stake	holders	 to	minimise	 the	 impact	 of	
Global	Warming.

Consider the following statements 88. 
about e-cigarette:

It	works	by	heating	a	 liquid	 to	generate	1. 
an aerosol.
They	 are	 likely	 safer	 than	 tobacco	2. 
cigarettes.
Currently,	 there	 is	 no	 union	 legislation	3. 
concerning	e-cigarettes.

Which	of	the	above	statements	are	correct?

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 89. 
about Prithvi-II Missiles:

It	 is	 a	 first	 missile	 to	 be	 indigenously	1. 
developed	 by	 DRDO	 under	 Integrated	
Guided	Missile	Development	Program.
It	was	inducted	recently	into	Indian	armed	2. 
forces.
It	 can	 target	 mobile	 targets	 including	3. 
unmanned	aerial	vehicles.

Which	 of	 the	 above	 statements	 is/are	
incorrect?

2 only(a)	

3 only(b)	

2 and 3 only(c)	

1 and 3 only(d)	

Which of the following statements 90. 
about National Conservation Zones 
are correct?

No	Wildlife	 Sanctuary	 can	 be	 promoted	1. 
to	a	National	Park.
In	 a	 Sanctuary	 certain	 rights	 of	 people	2. 
living	 inside	 can	 be	 allowed	 but	 in	 a	
National	Park,	no	rights	are	allowed.

Biosphere	Reserves	may	have	one	or	more	3. 
national	parks	or	wildlife	sanctuaries	in	it.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1 and 2 only(a)	

2 and 3 only(b)	

1 and 3 only(c)	

1, 2 and 3(d)	

Consider the following statements 91. 
about ‘Rutland Island’:

It	is	a	coral	island	located	in	Lakshadweep.1. 
Its	location	is	ideal	for	long	range	missile	2. 
testing.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Which of the following statements is/92. 
are correct about Pashmina goats?

It	is	a	type	of	Cashmere	goat.1. 
Changpa	 tribes	 rear	 pashmina	 goats	 for	2. 
meat.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	code	given	below:

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements 93. 
with respect to Amur falcons:

It	is	largest	raptor	in	the	world.1. 
They	breed	 in	Amur	River	area	of	Russia	2. 
and China.
Its	 IUCN	 Conservation	 status	 is	 “Least	3. 
Concerned”.

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
correct?

1 only(a)	

1 and 2 only(b)	

2 only(c)	

2 and 3 only(d)	
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Recently India entered into currency 94. 
swap arrangement with:

U.S.A(a)	

Japan(b)	

France(c)	

UAE(d)	

Consider the following statements 95. 
about Type-2 polio virus, which was 
recently in news:

Polio	 type	 2	 virus	 strain	 is	 yet	 to	 be	1. 
eradicated	from	India.
It	causes	vaccine-derived	polio.2. 

Which	 of	 the	 statements	 given	 above	 is/are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Which of the following statements is/96. 
are correct about National Register of 
Citizens (NRC)?

It	 is	 the	 register	 containing	 names	 of	1. 
Indian Citizens only.
The	 Citizenship	 Act,	 1955	 governs	2. 
the	 provisions	 of	 National	 Register	 of	
Citizens.

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1  only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements 97. 
about Heat Waves:

Heat	 Waves	 typically	 occur	 between	1. 
March	and	June.
Heat	 Waves	 are	 considered	 when	2. 
maximum	 temperature	 of	 a	 station	
reaches	 at	 least	 40°C	 for	 Plains,	 37°C	or	
more	for	coastal	stations	and	at	least	37°C	
or	more	for	Hilly	regions.

Which	of	the	above	statements	is/are	correct?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Consider the following statements 98. 
about “Special Report on Global 
Warming of 1.5°C” :

It	says	that	1.5°C	rise	in	temperature	will	1. 
be	 catastrophic	 for	 coastal	 nations	 and	
agricultural	economies	like	India.
It	is	released	by	Intergovernmental	Panel	2. 
on	Climate	Change	(IPCC)

Which	 of	 the	 above	 statements	 is	 /are	
incorrect?

1 only(a)	

2 only(b)	

Both 1 and 2(c)	

Neither 1 nor 2(d)	

Which of the following Rights come 99. 
under Article 21 (Protection of Life and 
Personal Liberty) of the Constitution?

Right	to	Information1. 
Right	to	Travel	Abroad2. 
Right	to	Electricity3. 
Right	to	Free	Education	up	to	14	years	of	4. 
age

Select	the	correct	answer	using	the	code	given	
below:

1, 2 and 3 only(a)	

2, 3 and 4 only(b)	

1, 3 and 4 only(c)	

1, 2, 3 and 4(d)	

#MeToo movement was inititated 100. 
by:

Tarana	Bulke(a)	

Harvey	Weinstein(b)	

Alyssa Milano(c)	

Gwyneth Paltrow(d)	

***********
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Correct Option: (c)1. 
Explanation:

International Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO):

Statement 1 is incorrect : The International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a 
UN specialized agency, established 
in 1944 to manage the administration 
and governance of the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation (Chicago 
Convention).

ICAO works with the Convention’s 192  
Member States and industry groups to 
reach consensus on international civil 
aviation Standards and Recommended 
Practices (SARPs) and policies in support 
of a safe, effi cient, secure, economically 
sustainable and environmentally 
responsible civil aviation sector. 

These SARPs and policies are used by ICAO  
Member States to ensure that their local 
civil aviation operations and regulations 
conform to global norms, which in turn 
permits more than 100,000 daily fl ights 
in aviation’s global network to operate 
safely and reliably in every region of the 
world.

Statement 2 is correct : In addition to 
its core work, ICAO also coordinates 
assistance and capacity building for 
States in support of numerous aviation 
development objectives and produces 
global plans to coordinate multilateral 
strategic progress for safety and air 
navigation; monitors and reports on 
numerous air transport sector performance 
metrics; and audits States’ civil aviation 
oversight capabilities in the areas of safety 
and security.

Statement 3 is correct : The air 
safety oversight score is prepared 
by International Civil Aviation 
Organisation.

India has got lower score in Air Safety  
oversight.

In News:
In 2018 report prepared by the  
International Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO), India has been ranked low on 
‘air safety oversight score’. India’s rank is 
lower than lower than that of Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal and North Korea in the Asia-Pacifi c 
region. The only countries that rank below 
India are Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, 
Vanuatu and Samoa.

Correct Option: (c)2. 
Explanation:

International Solar Alliance (ISA)

International Solar Alliance is a dedicated 
platform for cooperation among solar 
resource rich countries where the global 
community, including bilateral and multilateral 
organizations, corporate, industry, and other 
stakeholders, can make a positive contribution 
to assist and help achieve the common goals 
of increasing the use of solar energy in meeting 
energy needs of prospective ISA member 
countries in a safe, convenient, affordable, 
equitable and sustainable manner.

Statement 1 is correct:  International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) is conceived as a 
coalition of solar resource rich countries 
located between the Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn 

Statement 2 is incorrect : It was jointly 
launched by India and France in November 
2015 on the sidelines of COP21. 

Statement 3 is correct : It is recognised 
as a legal entity by United Nations. 

In News:

Indian PM inaugurated fi rst Assembly of  
International Solar Alliance (ISA) in New 
Delhi. 

The same event also marked inauguration  
of second Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) Renewable Energy Ministerial 
Meeting and second Global RE-Invest 
(Renewable Energy Investors’ Meet and 
Expo). 

Correct Option: (a)3. 
Explanation:

Marrakesh Treaty:

Marrakesh Treaty makes the  
production and international transfer 
of specially-adapted books for people 
with blindness or visual impairments 
(Visually Impaired People) easier. It does 
this by establishing a set of limitations and 
exceptions to traditional copyright law.

The Treaty was signed in Marrakesh on  
June 27, 2013, and came into force on 
September 30, 2016.

It addresses the “book famine” by  
requiring its contracting parties to adopt 
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national law provisions that permit the 
reproduction, distribution and making 
available of published works in accessible 
formats - such as Braille - to VIPs and to 
permit exchange of these works across 
borders by organizations that serve those 
benefi ciaries. 

Statement 1 is correct : Marakesh Treaty 
is administered by World Intellectual 
Property Organisation.

Statement 2 is incorrect : India was the 
fi rst country to ratify the treaty in 2014.
The Indian Copyright (Amendment) Act, 
2012 is in harmony with the Marrakesh 
Treaty.

Marrakesh Treaty facilitates access to  
published works for the millions of blind, 
visually impaired and otherwise print 
disabled persons in India. It would go 
a long way in establishing equal rights 
and opportunities for education and 
employment for them. 

In News:

In 2018 the European Union joined WIPO’s  
Marrakesh Treaty in a big expansion in 
membership for the accord, which eases 
the creation and transfer across national 
boundaries of texts specially adapted for 
use by visually impaired people.

Correct Option: (a)4. 
Explanation

The Future of Jobs Report

Option (a) is correct : The Future of Jobs 
Report is released by World Economic 
Forum which aims to provide specifi c 
information on the relative magnitude of 
these trends by industry and geography, 
and on the expected time horizon for 
their impact to be felt on job functions, 
employment levels and skills.

According to the report, the  Fourth 
Industrial Revolution is interacting with 
other socio-economic and demographic 
factors to create a perfect storm of 
business model change in all industries, 
resulting in major disruptions to labour 
markets. 

Consequently, new categories of jobs  
will emerge, partly or wholly displacing 

others. The skill sets required in both old 
and new occupations will change in most 
industries and transform how and where 
people work. It may also affect female and 
male workers differently and transform 
the dynamics of the industry gender gap.

Correct option: (a)5. 
Explanation:

Indian Territorial Army

Statement 1 is incorrect:  The Indian 
Territorial Army (TA) is a second line of 
defence after the Regular Indian Army; 
it is not a profession, occupation or a 
source of employment. It is only meant 
for those people who are already in 
mainstay civilian professions; in fact, 
gainful employment or self-employment 
in a civil profession is a prerequisite for 
joining the Territorial Army. 

Statement 3 is incorrect : The Colonial 
Ruler raised the Territorial Army in 1920 
through Indian Territorial Act of 1920. 
After Independence the Territorial 
Army Act was passed in 1948 and the 
fi rst Indian Governor General Shri.C 
Rajagopalachari formally inaugurated 
the Territorial Army. 

Statement 2 is correct : The Territorial 
Army is a part of Regular Army and its 
present role is to relieve the Regular 
Army from static duties and assist 
civil administration in dealing with 
natural calamities and maintenance 
of essential services in situations where 
life of the communities is affected or the 
security of the Country is threatened and 
to provide units for Regular Army as and 
when required.

Presently the Territorial Army has a strength  
approx. 40000 persons comprising of 
Departmental TA units such as Railway, 
IOC, ONGC, and Non Departmental TA 
units of Infantry Battalion (TA) including 
Home & Hearth Battalions, Ecological 
Battalion (TA) affi liated to various Infantry 
Regiments and Engineer Regiment (TA) for 
maintenance of Line of Control Fencing.

In News:

In 2018, Territorial Army celebrated its 68 th 
Raising Day
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Correct Option: (a)6. 
Explanation:

Zika Virus
Zika virus is a mosquito-borne disease caused 
by a virus transmitted primarily by Aedes 
mosquitoes, which bite during the day.

Statement 1 is correct : Zika virus is 
primarily transmitted by the bite of an 
infected Aedes mosquito, in tropical and 
subtropical regions. This is the same 
mosquito that transmits dengue, 
chikungunya and yellow fever.

Statement 2 is incorrect : It was fi rst 
identifi ed in Uganda in 1947 in 
monkeys. It was later identifi ed in humans 
in 1952 in Uganda and the United Republic 
of Tanzania. 

Zika virus is also transmitted from mother  
to foetus during pregnancy, through sexual 
contact, transfusion of blood and blood 
products, and organ transplantation. 

There is no treatment nor vaccine available  
for Zika virus infection or its associated 
diseases.

In News:
Indian Council of Medical Research  
surveillance system has recently detected 
cases of Zika virus in Jaipur.

Correct Option: (b)7. 
Explanation:

Cyclones
Cyclones are violent storms that originate 
over oceans in Tropical areas and move over 
to the coastal areas bringing about large scale 
destruction due to violent winds (squalls), very 
heavy rainfall (torrential rainfall) and storm 
surge.

Option (b) is correct:  LUBAN, TITLI, 
SAGAR are different local names of 
cyclones which emerged over Arabian Sea 
and Bay of Bengal Area in the recent past

Naming of Cyclones:  Within the North 
Indian Ocean between 45°E – 100°E, 
tropical cyclones are named by the India 
Meteorological Department (New Delhi) 
when they are judged to have intensifi ed 
into a cyclonic storm with 3-minute 
sustained wind speeds of at least 63 km/h. 
There are eight lists of names which are 
used in sequence and are not rotated 

every few years; however, the names of 
signifi cant tropical cyclones are retired.

The tropical cyclone names selected are  
those that are familiar to the people in 
each region. The main purpose of naming 
a tropical cyclone is basically for people 
to easily understand and remember the 
tropical cyclone in a region

Correct Option: (a)8. 
Explanation:

Udyam Abhilasha
Statement 1 is correct:     Udyam    
Abhilasha is a National Level 
Entrepreneurship Awareness Cam-
paign, launched by Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI).

SIDBI has partnered with  common 
service centre (CSC) e-Governance 
Services India Limited, a Special 
Purpose Vehicle, (CSC SPV) set up by 
the Ministry of Electronics & IT, Govt. 
of India for implementing the campaign 
through their CSCs. 

Statement 3 is incorrect:  It is organized 
in 115 Aspirational Districts identifi ed 
by NITI Aayog in 28 States and reaching 
to around 15,000 youth. SIDBI will join to 
contribute to “the transformation mission” 
unleashed for these districts.

The campaign would create and strengthen  
cadre of more than 800 trainers to 
provide entrepreneurship training to the 
aspiring youths across these districts thus 
encouraging them to enter the admired 
segment of entrepreneurs.

Statement 2 is incorrect : The  objectives 
of the missionary campaign includes:

to inspire rural youth in aspirational  
districts to be entrepreneurs by 
assisting them to set up their own 
enterprise, 

to impart trainings through digital  
medium across the country, 

to create business opportunities for  
CSC VLEs,

to focus on women aspirants in these  
aspirational districts to encourage 
women entrepreneurship and 

to assist participants to become  
bankable and avail credit facility from 
banks to set up their own enterprise.
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Correct option: (a)9. 
Explanation:

Global Skill Park

Statement 2 is incorrect:  Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and the 
Government of India signed a $150 
million loan agreement to establish a 
Global Skills Park (GSP) in Madhya 
Pradesh, the First Multi-Skills Park in 
India.

Statement 1 is correct:  It is being 
established to enhance the quality of 
Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) System in the State and 
create a more skilled workforce.The 
objective of the Global Skill Park is to 
prepare skilled youths who could get 
jobs in private companies as per their 
requirements. Besides, the youths will be 
able to get employment opportunities in 
foreign countries. Thus, the skill park will 
function on the spirit of ‘With Industry 
-For Industry’.

The new GSP campus, which will be  
established in Bhopal will consist of core 
Advanced Training Institutes including the 
Centre for Occupational Skills Acquisition 
and the Center for Advanced Agricultural 
Training as well as other support services 
focusing on entrepreneurship, training of 
trainers, and skill-related research. 

The campus will have training facilities  
focusing on skills for manufacturing, 
service, and advanced agricultural jobs, 
benefi tting about 20,000 trainees and 
trainers. 

The Project will also help in modernizing  
10 Industrial Training institutes across the 
state by renovating training infrastructure 
and upgrading skills courses to align with 
industry and market needs.

Correct Option: (c)10. 
Explanation:

Operation Samudra Maitri

Option (c) is correct : India has launched 
massive humanitarian Operation 
Samudra Maitri to provide assistance 
to earthquake and tsunami victims in 
Indonesia.

Under this operation, India dispatched  
two aircraft C-130J and C-17 and three 
naval ships carrying relief material and 
personnel to the country. C-130J aircraft 
had carried medical team along with 
tents and equipments to set up fi eld 
hospital. C-17 aircraft carried medicines, 
generators, tents and water to provide 
immediate assistance. Three Indian Navy 
ships were deployed INS Tir, INS Sujatha 
and INS Shardul to carry out humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HADR).

Operation Insaniyat by India provided  
assistance to Bangladesh in response to 
humanitarian crisis being faced by it 
due to large infl ux of Rohingya refugees 
from Myanmar.

Indian Navy launched Operation  
Madad, major rescue and relief 
operation in fl ood-hit Kerala. The 
operation supports rescue and relief 
efforts of civil administration and National 
Disaster Relief Force (NDRF).

Indian Army launched Operation  
Sahyog to rescue people in fl ood-hit 
Kerala. The operation will support rescue 
and relief efforts of civil administration and 
National Disaster Relief Force (NDRF).

Correct option: (a)11. 
Explanation:

GI Tag
Option (a) is correct 

       GI Tag Fruits Regions 

Alphonso  2. Ratnagiri   A. 
Mangoes

Strawberry  3. MahabaleshwarB. 

Shahi Litchi 1. BiharC. 

Alphonso from Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg,  
Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts of 
Maharashtra, is registered as Geographical 
Indication (GI). In 2013 U.K had put a ban 
on import of Alphonso citing Sanitary and 
phytosanitary (SPS) measures of WTO.

Bihar’s Shahi litchi  has received the 
geographical indication tag. The fruit 
is mostly grown in Muzaffarpur and its 
neighbouring districts of East Champaran, 
Vaishali, Samastipur and Begusarai.

The  strawberry mainly grown in 
Mahabaleshwar-Panchagani belt of 
Western Maharashtra region has received 
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GI status and will be recognised as 
“Mahabaleshwar Strawberry”, brand 
name for the strawberry.

Correct Option: (c)12. 
Explanation:

Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation 
Convention (MGISC)

Statement 2 is incorrect:  The MGISC 
was a 4-day event that brought together 
Sanitation Ministers and sector specialists 
from around the world.

Statement 1 is correct : The Convention 
aimed to share sanitation success stories 
and lessons from the participating 
countries and culminated on October 
2nd, 2018, with the launch of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s 150th birth year celebrations in 
India, as the Swachh Bharat Mission (Clean 
India Programme) enters its fi nal year of 
implementation.

Statement 3 is incorrect : It is organised 
by the Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, Government of India. 

MGISC included a fi eld visit, plenary  
sessions, and technical sessions. A parallel 
exhibition of sanitation innovations was 
held at the venue.

In News

The 4-day MGISC event took place which  
brings together Sanitation Ministers and 
sector specialists from around the world.

Correct Option: (a)13. 
Explanation:

Comprehensive Convention on Inter-
national Terrorism (CCIT):

The  Comprehensive Convention on 
International Terrorism is a proposed 
treaty which intends to criminalize all 
forms of internal terrorism and deny 
terrorists, their fi nanciers and supporters 
access to funds, arms, and safe havens.

Statement 1 is incorrect:  India has been 
advocating early adoption of CCIT and 
has called the global community to 
promote the anti-terror legal framework 
and execute the global counter terrorism 
strategy in an integrated manner. India 
is of the view that comprehensiveness of 

global counter terrorism strategy will not 
be concluded devoid of the conclusion of 
the CCIT which is at an important phase 
of discussion before the UN.

Statement 2 is correct:  The negotiations 
for this treaty are currently under way at 
the United Nations General Assembly’s 
Ad Hoc Committee established by 
Resolution 51/210 of 17 December 1996 
on Terrorism and the United Nations 
General Assembly Sixth Committee 
(Legal). 

Although consensus eludes towards  
adoption of the terrorism convention, 
but discussions have yielded three 
separate protocols that aim to tackle 
terrorism: International Convention 
for the Suppression of Terrorist 
Bombings, adopted on 15 December 
1997; International Convention for 
the Suppression of the Financing of 
Terrorism, adopted on 9 December 1999; 
and International Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, 
adopted on 13 April 2005.

In News:

India has advocated early adoption of  
CCIT.

Correct Option: (c)14. 
Explanation:

Champions of the Earth Award

Statement 1 is correct:  Champions of the 
Earth is the UN’s highest environmental 
honour introduced in 2005.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  It celebrates 
outstanding fi gures from the public 
and private sectors and from civil 
society whose actions have had a 
transformative positive impact on the 
environment.

Champions of the Earth have recognized  
dozens of exemplary individuals 
and organizations. Through their 
extraordinary achievements – whether 
through political leadership, grassroots 
action, scientifi c innovation, or 
entrepreneurial vision – each of these 
Champions has inspired critical action on 
behalf of the global environment.

Statement 3 is incorrect:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was awarded the 



GS SCORE 7

GS S
CORE

UN’s highest environmental honour 
‘Champions of the Earth’ 2018, for his 
leadership of the International Solar 
Alliance and pledge to eliminate single-
use plastic in India by 2022.

Champions of the Earth recognizes  
laureates in the following categories:

Lifetime Achievement 

Policy Leadership 

Action and Inspiration 

Entrepreneurial Vision 

Science and Innovation 

In News: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on  
September 26, 2018, was awarded the 
UN’s highest environmental honour 
‘Champions of the Earth under Policy 
Leadership.

Correct Option: (d)15. 
Explanation:

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna

PMFBY provides a comprehensive  
insurance cover against failure of the crop 
thus helping in stabilising the income of 
the farmers. 

Statement 1 is incorrect:  The Scheme 
covers all edible and non edible crops 
and Annual Commercial/Horticultural 
Crops for which past yield data is available 
and for which requisite number of Crop 
Cutting Experiments (CCEs) are conducted 
being under General Crop Estimation 
Survey (GCES). 

Statement 2 is incorrect:  The scheme 
is being administered by Ministry of 
Agriculture.

Statement 3 is incorrect:  The scheme 
is implemented by empanelled general 
insurance companies. Selection of 
Implementing Agency (IA) is done by the 
concerned State Government through 
bidding. The scheme is compulsory for 
loanee farmers availing Crop Loan /KCC 
account for notifi ed crops and voluntary 
for others. 

Smart solution: 

Statement 3  says the scheme is 
implemented by empanelled life 

insurance companies. But we know that 
life insurance companies cannot provide 
crop insurance. Hence, option (a, b and c) 
can be easily eliminated.

In News:

Due to the improved features of Pradhan  
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY). The 
scheme has been received very well and 
has been opted for by 27 States and 
Union Territories 

Correct Option: (d)16. 
Explanation:

Vayoshreshtha Samman

Statement 1 is correct:  The Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment in 
the year 2005 to confer Vayoshreshtha 
Sammans to eminent senior citizens and 
Institutions in recognition for their service 
to elderly persons, especially indigent 
senior citizens. The “Vayoshrestha 
Samman” was elevated to the level of 
national awards in 2013 under 13 
categories.

Statement 2 is correct:  The award would 
be given to eminent or outstanding 
Institutions or organisations and 
individuals from any part of the 
country.

The initiative shall showcase the  
Government’s concern for senior citizens 
and its commitment towards senior 
citizens with the aim of strengthening 
their legitimate place in the society. It 
will also provide an opportunity to the 
younger generations to understand the 
contribution of the elderly in building of 
the society and the nation.

The recipients of the Sammans are  
declared every year on the 1st September 
and will be conferred on the 1st October 
on the occasion of International Day of 
Older Persons (IDOP).

The Award in each category shall carry a  
Citation, a Plaque and also cash award in 
some of the categories as decided from 
time to time.

In news: 

The Vice President of India Shri M. Venkaiah  
Naidu conferred the Vayoshreshtha 
Samman-2018.
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Correct Option: (c)17. 
Explanation:

The Global Guidelines On Sanitation and 
Health:

Option (c) is correct:  World Health 
Organization (WHO) launched its fi rst 
Global Guidelines on Sanitation and 
Health.

The new guidelines set out four principal  
recommendations:

Sanitation interventions should ensure  
that entire communities have access to 
toilets that safely contain excreta.

The full sanitation system should  
undergo local health risk assessments 
to protect individuals and communities 
from exposure to excreta – whether this 
be from unsafe toilets, leaking storage 
or inadequate treatment.

Sanitation should be integrated into  
regular local government-led planning 
and service provision to avert the 
higher costs associated with retrofi tting 
sanitation and to ensure sustainability.

The health sector should invest  
more and play a coordinating role in 
sanitation planning to protect public 
health.

In News: 
World Health Organization (WHO)  
introduced its fi rst global guidelines on 
sanitation and health.

Correct Option: (c)18. 
Explanation:

UNESCO Global Geoparks
UNESCO Global Geoparks are  single, 
unifi ed geographical areas where sites 
and landscapes of international geological 
signifi cance are managed with a holistic 
concept of protection, education and 
sustainable development. 

Statement 2  is correct:  There is no 
Global Geopark in India at present.

At present, there are 140 UNESCO  
Global Geoparks in 38 countries.  

The four features that are fundamental  
to a UNESCO Global Geopark are:

Geological heritage of international  
value: In order to become a UNESCO Global 

Geopark, the area must have geological 
heritage of international value. This is 
assessed by scientifi c professionals, as part 
of the “UNESCO Global Geopark Evaluation 
Team”. Based on the international peer-
reviewed, published research conducted 
on the geological sites within the area, the 
scientifi c professionals make a globally 
comparative assessment to determine 
whether the geological sites constitute 
international value.

Management:  UNESCO Global Geoparks 
are managed by a body having legal 
existence recognized under national 
legislation. This management body 
should be appropriately equipped to 
address the entire area and should 
include all relevant local and regional 
actors and authorities. UNESCO Global 
Geoparks require a management plan, 
agreed upon by all the partners, that 
provides for the social and economic 
needs of the local populations, protects 
the landscape in which they live and 
conserves their cultural identity. This plan 
must be comprehensive, incorporating 
the governance, development, 
communication, protection, infrastructure, 
fi nances, and partnerships of the UNESCO 
Global Geopark.

Statement 1  is correct:   Visibility: 
UNESCO Global Geoparks promote 
sustainable local economic 
development mainly through 
geotourism. In order to stimulate the 
geotourism in the area, it is crucial that 
a UNESCO Global Geopark has visibility. 
Visitors as well as local people need to 
be able to fi nd relevant information on 
the UNESCO Global Geopark. As such, 
UNESCO Global Geoparks need to provide 
information via a dedicated website, 
leafl ets, and detailed map of the area that 
connects the area’s geological and other 
sites. A UNESCO Global Geopark should 
also have a corporate identity.

Networking:  A UNESCO Global Geopark 
is not only about cooperation with 
the local people living in the UNESCO 
Global Geopark area, but also about 
cooperating with other UNESCO Global 
Geoparks through the Global Geoparks 
Network (GGN), and regional networks 
for UNESCO Global Geoparks, in order to 
learn from each other and, as a network, 
improve the quality of the label UNESCO 
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Global Geopark. Working together 
with international partners is the main 
reason for UNESCO Global Geoparks 
to be a member of an international 
network such as the GGN. Membership 
of the GGN is obligatory for UNESCO 
Global Geoparks. By working together 
across borders, UNESCO Global Geoparks 
contribute to increasing understanding 
among different communities and as such 
help peace-building processes.

In News:

Lonar Lake 

Correct Option: (a)19. 
Explanation:

IND-INDO CORPAT

Option (a) is correct : The Indian Navy 
and Indonesian Navy have been carrying 
out coordinated patrols (CORPAT) twice 
a year since 2002. The CORPAT is also 
accompanied by a bilateral exercise at 
the sea.

This year patrolling was conducted in three  
phases, followed by closing ceremony at 
Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Island. 
This deployment is expected to contribute 
towards Indian Navy’s effort to forge 
strong bonds of friendship across seas and 
consolidate inter-operability. It also seeks 
to emphasize India’s peaceful presence 
and solidarity with friendly countries 
towards ensuring good order in maritime 
domain, consolidate interoperability and 
strengthen existing bonds of friendship 
between the two countries.

Under the strategic partnership  
between India and Indonesia, navies 
of both countries have been carrying 
out coordinated patrolling twice year 
since 2002 near International Maritime 
Boundary Line in an effort to keep Indian 
Ocean region (IOR) safe and secure for 
commercial shipping and international 
trade. 

The coordinated patrol refl ects shared  
concerns between two countries for 
peaceful Indian Ocean for benefi t of 
international community. It also enhances 
mutual understanding and inter–
operability between the two navies.

Moreover, as part of Central Government’s  
vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for 
All in the Region) and `Act East policy’ 
Indian Navy has increasingly deployed to 
address maritime concerns of the IOR and 
also been involved in assisting countries 
in IOR with EEZ Surveillance, Search and 
Rescue, other capacity -building and 
capability-enhancement activities.

In News:

The 32 nd edition of India-Indonesia 
coordinated patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) 
was held in Belawan, Indonesia from 
11-27 October 2018.

Correct Option: (a)20. 

Explanation:

Chandra X-ray Observatory:

Option (a) is correct : Chandra X-ray 
Observatory is a telescope specially 
designed to detect X-ray emission from 
very hot regions of the Universe such as 
exploded stars, clusters of galaxies, and 
matter around black holes. It is a Flagship-
class space observatory launched by 
NASA on July 23, 1999. 

The telescope is named after the Nobel Prize- 
winning Indian-American astrophysicist 
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar.

Chandra is sensitive to X-ray sources 100  
times fainter than any previous X-ray 
telescope, enabled by the high angular 
resolution of its mirrors. Since the Earth’s 
atmosphere absorbs the vast majority 
of X-rays, they are not detectable from 
Earth-based telescopes; therefore space-
based telescopes are required to make 
these observations. Chandra is an Earth 
satellite in a 64-hour orbit, and its mission 
is ongoing as of 2018.

Chandra is one of the Great Observatories,  
along with the Hubble Space Telescope, 
Compton Gamma Ray Observatory (1991–
2000), and the Spitzer Space Telescope. 

In News:

NASA’s Chandra X-Ray Observatory has  
entered protective “safe mode” due to 
malfunction of some software
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Correct Option: (c)21. 
Explanation:

United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC):

UNHRC is an inter-governmental body  
within United Nations system. It is 
responsible for strengthening promotion 
and protection of human rights around 
globe and for addressing situations 
of human rights violations and make 
recommendations on them.  

It was created by UNGA on 15 March  
2006 by adopting resolution 60/251 to 
promote human rights globally. It had 
replaced former UN Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Statement 1 is correct :  It is 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

Statement 3 is incorrect : UNHRC was 
established in 2006 with the aim of 
promoting and protecting human rights 
around the globe,as well as investigating 
alleged human rights violations

Statement 2 is incorrect : This body’s 
resolutions and recommendations are 
non- binding on the member countries.

Members:  UNHRC is made up of 47 UN 
member states which are elected by UN 
General Assembly (UNGA) with specifi c 
number of seats allocated for each fi ve 
region of the globe viz. African States 
(13 seats), Asia-Pacifi c States (13 seats), 
Eastern European States (6 seats), Latin 
American and Caribbean States (8 seats) 
and Western European and other States( 
7 seats). Members serve for three-year 
terms and can serve only two terms in 
a row.

Functions:  Members of the council work 
to engage countries on improving human 
rights. They make decisions ranging from 
exposing violations to recommending 
that UN Security Council make referral to 
International Criminal Court (ICC). UNHRC 
does not have authority to take action 
but can exert signifi cant pressure on 
violating country. It can also set up special 
rapporteurs with mandate to investigate 
and report human-rights violations and 
abuses

In News:
India was elected to United Nations’  
Human Rights Council’, the main body 

of UN charged with promoting and 
monitoring human rights for period of 
three years beginning January 1, 2019. 
In this secret ballot election held in 193-
member UN General Assembly (UNGA) 
India secured 188 votes in Asia-Pacifi c 
category, the highest number of votes 
among all candidates. 

Correct Option: (a)22. 
Explanation:

Future Policy Award 2018
India’s “ 100 per cent organic state” 
Sikkim has won the “Oscar for best 
policies”, conferred by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation for the world’s 
best policies promoting agro-ecological 
and sustainable food systems.

Sikkim also won the  Future Policy Award 
2018, beating 51 nominated policies from 
25 countries, according to a statement. 
Policies from Brazil, Denmark and Quito 
(Ecuador) bagged silver awards.

The award is co-organised by the Food  
and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO), the World Future 
Council (WFC) and IFOAM – Organics 
International.

Sikkim became the fi rst state in India to  
offi cially announce adoption of organic 
farming in the year 2003 to ensure long 
term sustenance of soil fertility, protection 
of environment and ecology, healthy 
living and decreasing the risk of health 
ailments.

In 2003, Sikkim stopped imports of  
chemical fertilizers in the State and 
since then the cultivatable land there is 
practically organic and farmers of Sikkim 
are traditional users of organic manure.

“Sikkim is the fi rst organic state in the  
world. All of its farmland is certifi ed organic. 
At the same time, Sikkim’s approach 
reaches beyond organic production and 
has proven truly transformational for the 
state and its citizens,”

In News:
Sikkim one wins FAO’s Future policy Award 
2018-Sikkim has been awarded UN food and 
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Future policy 
Gold Award (Gold Prize) for its achievement 
in becoming the world’s fi rst totally organic 
agriculture state.
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Correct option: (d)23. 
Explanation:

Ganga River Cleaning Initiative

Statement 1 and 2 are incorrect:  
Ganga Task Force otherwise known as 
Composite Ecological Task Force Battalion  
is an  initiative  of Ministry of Defense 
where   public participation is used 
for protection of the sacrad River. It is 
a component of thwe Namami Gange 
Programme. 

It consists of one battalion of ex- 
servicemen /retired solider largely residing 
along the river Ganga 

Their important objectives are:   

Crowd management during  
Kumbhmela. 

Spread the awareness on keeping the  
river clean.  

Stop people and industry from  
polluting the river. 

Assisting during fl oods. 

Planting trees to check soil erosion.   

Patrolling sensitive river areas for Bio  
diversity protection

In News: 

2018-19 is the deadline set up under  
NamamiGange Programme for a Clean 
Ganga

Correct option: (d)24. 
Explanation:

Civilian and Academic awards:

The Bharat Ratna is the highest civilian award 
of the Republic of India. Instituted in 1954, 
the award is conferred “in recognition of 
exceptional service/performance of the 
highest order”, without distinction of race, 
nationalityoccupation, position, or sex

The Nobel Prizeis a set of annual international 
awards bestowed in several categories by 
Swedish and Norwegian institutions in 
recognition of academic, cultural, or scientifi c 
advances

Nobel Prize Winners from India

# Person Field Year Contribution

1. Rabindranath Tagore Literature 1913

Because of his profoundly sensitive, fresh 
and beautiful verse, by which, with consum-
mate skill, he has made his poetic thought, 
expressed in his own English words, a part of 
the literature of the West.

2. C.V. Raman Physics 1930 For his work on the scattering of light and for 
the discovery of the effect named after him.

3. Har Gobind Khorana* Medicine 1968 For their interpretation of the genetic code 
and its function in protein synthesis.

4. Mother Teresa Peace 1979 Humanitarian work.

5. Subrahmanyam Chan-
drasekhar Physics 1983

For his theoretical studies of the physical 
processes of importance to the structure and 
evolution of the stars.

6. AmartyaSen Economic 
Sciences 1998 For his contributions to welfare economics.

7. VenkatramanRamakrishnan** Chemistry 2009 For studies of the structure and function of 
the ribosome.

8. KailashSatyarthi# Peace 2014
For his struggle against the suppression of 
children and young people and for the right 
of all children to education.
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List of few important Bharat Ratna recipients:

C. Rajagopalachari (Awarded the Bharat  
Ratna in 1954)

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (Awarded the  
Bharat Ratna in 1954)

CV Raman (Awarded the Bharat Ratna  
in 1954)

M Visvesvaraya (Awarded the Bharat  
Ratna in 1955)

Jawahar Lal Nehru (Awarded the Bharat  
Ratna in 1955)

Govind Ballabh Pant (Awarded the Bharat  
Ratna in 1957)

Rajendra Prasad (Awarded Bharat Ratna in  
1962)

Lal Bahadur Shastri (Awarded Bharat  
Ratna in 1966)

Indira Gandhi (Awarded the Bharat Ratna  
in 1971)

Mother Teresa (Awarded the Bharat Ratna  
in 1980)

Vinoba Bhave (Awarded the Bharat Ratna  
in 1983)

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Awarded the  
Bharat Ratna in 1987)

B R Ambedkar (Awarded the Bharat Ratna  
in 1990)

Nelson Mandela (Awarded the Bharat  
Ratna in 1990)

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (Awarded Bharat  
Ratna in 1991)

JRD Tata (Awarded Bharat Ratna in 1992) 

Satyajit Ray (Awarded Bharat Ratna in  
1992)

A P J Abdul Kalam (Awarded Bharat Ratna  
in 1997)

MS Subbulakshmi (Awarded Bharat Ratna  
in 1998)

Amartya Sen (Awarded Bharat Ratna in  
1999)

CNR Rao (Awarded Bharat Ratna in 2014) 

Sachin Tendulkar (Awarded Bharat Ratna  
in 2014)

Madan Mohan Malaviya (Awarded Bharat  
Ratna in 2015)

Atal Bihari Vajpayee (Awarded Bharat  
Ratna in 2015)

Correct option: (c)25. 
Explanation:

India’s inclusive global initiatives:

Statement 1 is correct and 2 is incorrect:  
‘India for Humanity’ is an initiative of 
External Affairs Ministry .It was launched 
as part of 150th Birth Anniversary 
celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi being 
held over the next one year.This is in 
honour of his service to humanity and to 
increase India infl uence across the globe 
as a soft power.

Statement 3 is correct:  With its focus 
on Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of 
compassion, caring and service to 
humanity, ‘India for Humanity’ features a 
year long series of artifi cial limb fi tment 
camps in a number of countries spanning 
the globe, for which the Ministry is 
collaborating with the renowned charitable 
organization “Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang 
Sahayata Samiti” (BMVSS). 

Note:

BMVSS was established in 1975 .Better  
known by its trademark limb “Jaipur 
Foot”, BMVSS is among the world’s largest 
organisations for the fi tment of artifi cial 
limbs and till date has served over 1.73 
million amputees.

The limb fi tment camps, which aim to  
provide for the physical, economic and 
social rehabilitation of the differently-
abled around the world by helping them 
regain their mobility and dignity to become 
self-respecting and productive members 
of the society, will be fully sponsored by 
Ministry of External Affairs

Correct Option: (a)26. 
Explanation:

Commitment to Reducing Inequality 
Index

In 2015, the leaders of 193 governments  
promised to reduce inequality under Goal 
10 of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)(see image). Without 
reducing inequality, meeting SDG 1 to 
eliminate poverty will be impossible. 

In 2017,  Development Finance 
International (DFI) and Oxfam 
produced the fi rst index to measure the 
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commitment of governments to reduce 
the gap between the rich and the poor. 
The index is based on a new database of 
indicators, now covering 157 countries, 
which measures government action on 
social spending, tax and labour rights—
three areas found to be critical to reducing 
the gap.

Key highlights of 2018  Commitment to 
Reducing Inequality Index Report

The index ranks 157 countries on their  
policies on social spending, tax, and 
labour rights. 

Nigeria, Singapore,  India and Argentina 
are among a group of governments that 
are fuelling inequality. 

India fared poorly, ranking 147 out of 157  
countries, in terms of its commitment to 
reducing inequality

As per the report, countries such as South  
Korea, Namibia and Uruguay are taking 
strong steps to reduce inequality. 

Among rich countries, USA showed a  
lack of commitment towards closing the 
inequality gap. 

Regionally, India ranks sixth among the  
eight South Asian nations. On public 
spending and on labour rights it ranks 
sixth, but India is placed on the top in 
terms of progressiveness of tax policy. 

Other countries in the top ten include  
Germany (2nd), Finland (3rd), Austria 
(4th), Norway (5th), Belgium (6th), 
Sweden (7th), France (8th), Iceland 
(9th) and Luxembourg (10th). 

Among the emerging economies, China  
was ranked 81st on the list, Brazil 39th 
and Russia 50th. 

Regarding China, the report says “China  
spends more than twice as much of its 
budget on health than India, and almost 
four times as much on welfare spending, 
showing a much greater commitment to 
tackle the gap between rich and poor”

What’s most striking is how clearly  
the index shows us that combatting 
inequality isn’t about being the 
wealthiest country or the one of the 
biggest economy. It’s about having the 
political will to pass and put into practice 
the policies that will narrow the gap 
between the ultra-rich and the poor.

The report noted that inequality slows  
economic growth, undermines the fi ght 
against poverty and increases social 
tensions. 

Correct Option: (c)27. 
Explanation:

Wildlife Conservation 

The Indian elephant occurs in the  central 
and southern Western Ghats, North-
east India, eastern India and northern 
India and in some parts of southern 
peninsular India.

It is included in  Schedule I of the Indian 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 
in Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES)

It occurs in 16 of the 28 states in the  
country and is showing an increasing 
trend across its distributional range.

Its population in 2007 was estimated to  
be in the range from 27,657 to 27,682, 
whereas in 2012 the population was 
estimated to be between 27,785 and 
31,368.

Project Elephant (under which certain  
regions are demarcated as ELEPHANT 
RESERVES) was launched by the 
Government of India in the year 1992 
as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with 
following objectives:

To protect elephants, their habitat &  
corridors

To address issues of man-animal  
confl ict

Welfare of captive elephants 

In News:

The Nagaland government has declared  
the Singphan Wildlife Sanctuary as 
an elephant reserve making it the 30th 
reserve for elephant in the country.

Correct Option: (b)28. 
Explanation:

KalamSat

Statement 1 is incorrect:  NASA has 
launched world’s lightest satellite 
weighing only 64 grams designed by 18-
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year-old boy RifathSharook from Tamil 
Nadu. The tiny satellite has been named 
as KalamSat after the former President 
APJ Abdul Kalam. The tiny satellite was 
launched into space on a sounding rocket 
from NASA’s facility in Wallops Island.

It was made using reinforced carbon  
fi ber polymer and weighs lesser than a 
smartphone’s weight

Statement 2 is correct:  This project 
by Sharook is the fi rst satellite to be 
manufactured via 3D printing and got 
selected through a competition named 
‘Cubes in Space’, which was sponsored 
jointly by NASA and ‘I Doodle 
Learning’.

The aim of the project is to take the  
performance of new technology to space.

The competition was all about creating an  
experimental satellite that would fi t in a 4 
metre cube and also possess an accurate 
mass of 64 grams, which can be sent to 
space.

Correct Option: (c)29. 
Explanation:

Global Hunger Index 2018

The  2018 Global Hunger Index 
is prepared by Welthungerhilfe 
together with Concern Worldwide. 
The International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) has stepped aside from 
its involvement in the report.

Calculation of the Index: 

The Index ranks countries on a 100-point  
scale, with 0 being the best score (no 
hunger) and 100 being the worst.

Values from 0 to 9.9 refl ects low hunger,  
values from 10.0 to 19.9 refl ects moderate 
hunger, values from 20.0 to 34.9 refl ects 
serious hunger, values from 35.0 to 49.9 
refl ects alarming hunger, and values of 
50.0 or more refl ects extremely alarming 
hunger levels.

The index is based on the following four  
parameters; (Option (c) is incorrect)

The proportion of the undernourished  
as a percentage of the population;

The proportion of children under the age  
of fi ve suffering from wasting;

The proportion of children under the age  
of fi ve suffering from stunting;

The mortality rate of children under the  
age of fi ve.

Correct Option: (c)30. 
Explanation:

Human Capital Index (HCI)

Statement 1 is correct : The World Bank 
has released a Human Capital Index 
(HCI) as part of the World Development 
Report 2019.

Statement 2 is correct : It claims to 
measure the amount of Human capital 
that a child born today can expect to 
attain by age of 18 years.

Theme of this report is “ The Changing 
Nature of Work”

The HCI index values are contended  
to convey the productivity of the next 
generation of workers,compared to 
a benchmark of complete standard 
education and full health.

The  HCI has three components:

Survival, as measured by under-5  
mortality rates;

Expected years of Quality-Adjusted  
School which combines information on 
the quantity and quality of education 
(quality is measured by harmonizing 
test scores from major international 
student achievement testing programs 
and quantity from number of years of 
school that a child can expect to obtain 
by age 18 given the prevailing pattern 
of enrolment rates across grades in 
respective countries); and

Health environment using two proxies  
of (a) adult survival rates and (b) the 
rate of stunting for children under age 
5. 

The key observations regarding HCI for  
India in the Report are as under:

Human Capital Index: A child born in  
India today will be only 44 per cent 
as productive when she grows up as 
she could be if she enjoyed complete 
education and full health.

The HCI in India for females is  
marginally better than that for males.
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Further, there has been marked  
improvement in the HCI components 
inIndia over the last fi ve years.

Probability of Survival to Age 5: 96 out  
of 100 children born in India survive to 
age 5.

Expected Years of School: In India, a  
child who starts school at age 4 can 
expect to complete 10.2 years of school 
by her 18th birthday.

Harmonized Test Scores: Students in  
India score 355 on a scale where 625 
represents advanced attainment and 
300 represents minimum attainment.

Learning-adjusted Years of School:  
Factoring in what children actually 
learn, expected years of school is only 
5.8 years.

Adult Survival Rate: Across India, 83  
per cent of 15-year olds will survive 
until age 60.

Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate): 62  
out of 100 children are not stunted. 38 
out of 100 children are stunted, and 
so at risk of cognitive and physical 
limitations that can last a lifetime.

Gender Differences: In India, HCI for  
girls is marginally higher than for 
boys.

Correct Option: (d)31. 
Explanation:

Cheetah Reintroduction Project

Statement 2 is correct:  Madhya Pradesh 
forest department has written to National 
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 
to revive its Cheetah Reintroduction 
Project to reintroduce Cheetahs in 
Nauradehi sanctuary located in Sagar 
district of state. 

The ambitious project was conceived in  
2009 but had hit roadblock for want of 
funds.

Statement 1 is correct:  Cheetah, fastest 
land animal was declared extinct in 
India in 1952. India’s last spotted Asiatic 
cheetah (Acinonyxjubatusvenaticus) had 
died in Chhattisgarh in 1947. This species 
was hunted into extinction by British 
colonial offi cers and Indian royalty. It is the 
only large mammal to have been declared 
extinct in our country in recorded history.

Statement 3 is correct : According to 
earlier action plan, around 20 cheetahs 
were to be translocated to Nauradehi 
from Namibiain Africa. Namibia 
Cheetah Conservation Fund had then 
showed its willingness to donate felines 
to India However, MP was not ready to 
fi nance plan contending that it was the 
Centre’s project.

Nauradehi sanctuary was found to be  
most suitable area for reintroduction of 
Cheetahs as its forests are not very denseto 
restrict fast movement of Cheetahs and 
also has abundant prey base.

In News:

The Madhya Pradesh forest department  
has written to the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority to revive the plan 
to reintroduce cheetahs in the State’s 
Nauradehi sanctuary. The ambitious 
project, conceived in 2009, had hit a 
roadblock for want of funds.

Correct Option: (a)32. 
Explanation:

Youth Road Safety Learners Licence 
Programme

Union Ministry of Road Transport &  
Highways launched Youth Road Safety 
Learners Licence programme in New Delhi 
in 2018.

Statement 1 is correct:  The programme is 
a PPP initiative to be run in collaboration 
with Diageo India and the Institute of 
Road Traffi c Education (IRTE).

Statement 2 is correct:  It attempts to 
bring a formal and structured training 
program for young, fi rst-time drivers as 
they apply for learner’s license.

Rash driving, drunken driving, lack of  
adequate safety measures like not wearing 
helmets are some of the major factors 
resulting in high road accidents.

Statement 3 is incorrect : This programme 
will help the Government achieve its 
target of reducing road accidents by50 
percent by 2020.

It will help to main-stream road safety in  
formal education system. The programme 
has immersive and interactivemodule 
led by senior faculty members of IRTE 
covering varied aspects of responsible 
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driving including defensivedriving, ill 
effects of driving under infl uence of 
alcohol, speeding and wearing of helmets 
spread over two days.

Facts : India accounts for 12.5 per cent 
(over 1.45 lakh fatalities a year) of 
global road accidents, with one road 
accident occurring every four minutes. 
Alarmingly, 72 per cent victims involved 
in such road mishaps are between the 
age groups of 15-44 years with speeding, 
reckless and drunk driving being the top 
reason accounting for 1.5 per cent of 
road traffi c accidents and 4.6 per cent of 
fatalities.

In News: 

Union Ministry of Road Transport &  
Highways has launched Youth Road Safety 
Learners Licenceprogramme in New 
Delhi.

Correct Option: (d)33. 
Explanation:

‘Swasth Bharat Yatra’ campaign

Statement 1 and 3 are correct : The 
Union Government launched national 
campaign ‘Swasth Bharat Yatra’ on World 
Food Day observed on 16th October to 
sensitise people about eating safe food 
and be healthy. 

Statement 2 is correct : The campaign has 
been launched inassociation with states 
and led by Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI).

Under it, pan-India cycle rally is being  
organized to create consumer awareness 
about eating safe and nutritious foodfor 
becoming healthy and combating food 
adulteration. In this rally, about 7,500 
cyclists are expected to participate 
inover 18,000 km travelling across six 
tracks through almost every state and UT 
over 100 days to propagate a powerful 
message ‘Eat Right India’. The cyclathon 
will culminate in the National Capital on 
January 27, 2019. This campaignwill not 
only mobilise masses but also create large 
pool of local community to sustain this 
movement.

India’s ranks 103 rd in ‘Global Hunger Index’ 
out of 119 countries.

In News: 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority  
of India (FSSAI) under the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare had initiated 
the ‘EAT RIGHT INDIA’ campaign and to 
commemorate the 150th Year of birth 
anniversary of Gandhi ji, a poster making 
competition was organized from 16th 
October, 18 to 30th October, 2018 across 
the nation.

Correct Option: (d)34. 
Explanation:

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP):

In September 2015, the ‘Jan Aushadhi  
Scheme’ was revamped as ‘PradhanMantri 
Jan Aushadhi Yojana’ (PMJAY). 

In November, 2016, to give further impetus  
to the scheme, it was again renamed as 
“Pradhan Mantri BhartiyaJanaushadhi 
Pariyojana” (PMBJP).

Statement 1, 2 and 3 are correct:  
PradhanMantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched 
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals to 
provide quality medicines at affordable 
prices to the masses. PMBJP stores have 
been set up to provide generic drugs, 
which are available at lesser prices but 
are equivalent in quality and effi cacy as 
expensive branded drugs.

Mission of the Campaign: 

Create awareness among public  
regarding generic medicines.

Create demand for generic medicines  
through medical practioners.

Create awareness through education  
and awareness program that high 
price need not be synonymous with 
high quality.

Provide all the commonly used generic  
medicines covering all the therapeutic 
groups.

Provide all the related health care  
products too under the scheme.

Vision of  the Campaign:  To bring 
down the healthcare budget of every 
citizen of India through providing 
Quality generic Medicines at 
Affordable Prices.



GS SCORE 17

GS S
CORE

Benefi ts of the campaign: 

The Jan Aushadhi initiative will make  
available quality drugs at affordable 
prices through dedicated stores selling 
generic medicines which are available 
at lesser prices but are equivalent 
in quality and effi cacy as expensive 
branded drugs.

Promote greater awareness about cost  
effective drugs and their prescription.

Make available unbranded quality  
generic medicines at affordable prices 
through public-private partnership.

Encourage doctors, more specifi cally  
in government hospital to prescribe 
generic medicines.

Enable substantial savings in health  
care more particularly in the case of 
poor patients and those suffering from 
chronic ailments requiring long periods 
of drug use.

Salient Features of the scheme: 

Ensure access to quality medicines 

Extend coverage of quality generic  
medicines so as to reduce the out 
of pocket expenditure on medicines 
and thereby redefi ne the unit cost of 
treatment per person.

Create awareness about generic  
medicines through education and 
publicity so that quality is not 
synonymous with only high price.

A public programme involving  
Government, PSUs, Private Sector, 
NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies 
and other Institutions.

Create demand for generic medicines  
by improving access to better 
healthcare through low treatment cost 
and easy availability wherever needed 
in all therapeutic categories.

In News:

Union Minister of State for Chemicals  
& Fertilizers and Road Transport & 
Highways, Shipping, inaugurated the 
hi-tech Central Warehouse, setup by 
the Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India 
(BPPI), in Bilaspur, Gurugram. The hi-
tech Central Warehouse would facilitate 

seamless distribution of Jan Aushadhi 
generic medicines to all PMBJP Kendra 
functional across the country.

The Minister had also inaugurated the  
Digital Cash Management System for 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP), to be implemented as 
a partnership between BPPI and Bank of 
Baroda. This System will be implemented 
at all PMBJP Kendras for purchasing 
medicines and cashless payment system 
with BPPI.

Correct Option: (b)35. 
Explanation:

GI Tag

GI tag denotes that product comes from  
particular geographical region.

Option (b) is correct : Kadaknath 
chicken meat from Jhabua district 
of Madhya Pradesh has received 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag from 
Chennai based Geographical Indication 
Registry and Intellectual Property India. 
Kadaknath chicken was awarded GI tag in 
“Meat Product, Poultry & Poultry Meat” 
category. The application for GI was made 
by GraminVikas Trust of KrishakBharati 
Cooperative (KRIBHCO) on behalf of 
tribals of Jhabua district who breed the 
variety.

For Bihar, after Katrani rice, Jardalu mango  
and Magahi paan (betel vine), Shahi litchi 
has got the Geographical Indication (GI) 
tag and has become an exclusive brand 
in the national and international market.
The famous Shahi litchi, which is famous 
for its sweet, juicy, unique fl avour and 
aroma, is mostly grown in Muzaffarpur 
and neighbouring districts including East 
Champaran, Vaishali, Samastipur and 
Begusarai. 

Banganapalle mangoes of Andhra  
Pradesh and Tulapanji rice of West 
Bengal are among the seven commodities 
that have been granted Geographical 
Indications this fi scal year by the Indian 
patent offi ce.

In News:

Shahi Litchi got GI tag, mostly grown in  
Muzaffarpu,Bihar.
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Correct Option: (a)36. 
Explanation:

Artifi cial Moon Project
Option (a) is correct : Chinese scientists 
plan to send three artifi cial moons into 
space in the next four years, and the 
moons — made from refl ective material 
like a mirror — are expected to orbit at 
500 kilometres above the Earth and light 
up an area with a diameter of 10 to 80 
kilometres.

The artifi cial moon will have a refl ective  
coating that can defl ect sunlight back to 
Earth, similar to how the moon shines.

The illuminated satellite is said to be eight  
times brighter than the real moon. The 
satellites’ brightness and service time are 
both adjustable, and the accuracy of the 
lighting can be controlled within tens of 
metres.

The three artifi cial moons would operate  
alternately in order to signifi cantly reduce 
infrastructural electricity consumption, 
especially during winter. The illuminated 
satellite is designed to complement the 
moon at night.

In News:
China is in the process of creating an  
“artifi cial moon” that would be bright 
enough to replace the streetlights in the 
south-western city of Chengdu by 2020.

Correct Option: (a)37. 
Explanation:

Self4Society:
Option (a) is correct : The Self4Society 
platform is the premiere workspace for 
Electronics and IT cooperates to organise 
employee engagements (Initiatives) for 
social work. The organisation can create 
their own Initiatives under the identifi ed 
National Causes.

The Self4Society platform comprises of  
the following:

Self4Society Admin portal (self4society. 
mygov.in) for Electronics and IT 
Industry’s Corporate HR or CSR 
representatives, who will create the 
organisational profi le and upload 
Initiatives.

Self4Society App (available on  
Google Play Store and App Store) for 
employees, who will volunteer for 

Initiatives and contribute their time to 
tasks on-the-ground.

In News:
The government has launched ‘Main  
Nahin Hum’ portal for IT professionals.

Correct Option: (d)38. 
Explanation:

National Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission (NCDRC):

Statement 1 is correct : The National 
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission 
(NCDRC), is a quasi-judicial commission 
in India which was set up in 1988 under 
the Consumer Protection Act of 1986. 

Its head offi ce is in New Delhi.  

Statement 2 is correct : The commission 
is headed by a sitting or retired judge 
of the Supreme Court of India. The 
commission is presently headed by 
Justice R K Agarawal, former judge of the 
Supreme Court of India.

Section 21 of Consumer Protection Act,  
1986 posits that the National Consumer 
shall have jurisdiction to entertain a 
complaint valued more than one crore 
and also have Appellate and Revisional 
jurisdiction from the orders of State 
Commissions or the District for, as the 
case may be.

Statement 3 is correct : Section 23 of 
Consumer Protection Act, 1986, provides 
that any person aggrieved by an order of 
NCDRC, may prefer an Appeal against 
such order to Supreme Court of India 
within a period of 30 days.

In News:
Department of Consumer Affairs & NCDRC  
had recently organized a conference to 
review functioning of State Commissions 
and District Forum. The Conference 
was attended by Presidents of State 
Commissions and Secretaries in charge of 
Consumer Affairs of States and UTs.

Correct option: (b)39. 
Explanation:

ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting 
(ADMM) Plus

The ASEAN Defence Ministers’  
Meeting (ADMM) is the highest 
defence consultative and cooperative 
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mechanism in ASEAN. The ADMM aims 
to promote mutual trust and confi dence 
through greater understanding of 
defence and security challenges as well 
as enhancement of transparency and 
openness.

Statement 1 is incorrect:  The ADMM-
Plus is a platform for ASEAN and its eight 
Dialogue Partners to strengthen security 
and defence cooperation for peace, 
stability, and development in the region.

Statement 2 is correct:  The ADMM and 
ADMM-Plus serves as key Ministerial-
level platforms in the regional security 
architecture, promoting strategic dialogue 
and practical cooperation between ASEAN 
and its partners.

The conferences were attended by  
defence ministers from India, Australia, 
China, Japan, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Russia and US.

This was second time Singapore has  
chaired ADMM since its establishment in 
2006 and fi rst time to chair ADMM-Plus 
since its establishment in 2010.

ASEAN is regional intergovernmental  
organisation comprising 10 Southeast 
Asian countries, which promotes 
intergovernmental cooperation and 
facilitates economic, political, security, 
military, educational, and sociocultural 
integration. 10-member ASEAN comprise 
of Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Singapore, Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Brunei and Laos. India is a full 
dialogue partner of the ASEAN.

In News: 

Singapore hosted the 12 th ASEAN Defence 
Ministers Meeting (ADMM) and the 5th 
ADMM-Plus held on Oct 19 and 20.

Correct Option: (c)40. 
Explanation:

Prakriti programme

Statement 1 is correct : Indian Council 
of Forestry Research and Education 
(ICFRE), Dehradun has signed two 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) 
with Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) 
and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) to 
launch ‘Prakriti’ programme. ICFRE is an 
autonomous Council under the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change.  

The two MoUs have been signed for a  
period of 10 yearsare expected to make 
the youth of the country sensitive about 
national and global issues of environment 
and forests and help them to become 
responsible citizens.

The main objective of Prakriti  
programme is to provide platform for 
school children to learn practical skills 
towards sustainable use of resources.

Statement 2 is correct:  It also aims to 
promote awareness about forests and 
environment and stimulate interest among 
students of KVS and NVS in maintaining 
balanced environment. 

It also seeks to provide students with skills  
that refl ect care and protection towards 
forests, environment and society.

Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti was  
established with the primary objective 
to provide modern quality education to 
talented children, predominantly from the 
rural areas, without regard to their family’s 
socio-economic condition. 

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan  
was established in 1963 to provide 
uninterrupted education to wards of 
the transferable Central Government 
employees. KVS established Kendriya 
Vidyalayas all over the country to impart 
quality education, promotion of national 
integration, adventure activities, physical 
education etc.

Indian Council of Forestry Research  
and Education (ICFRE) is autonomous 
organization under Ministry of 
Environment and Forests. It is 
headquartered in Dehradun, 
Uttarakhand. Its functions are to conduct 
and promote forestry research, transfer 
technologies developed to states of India 
and other user agencies and to impart 
forestry education.

In News:

Two Memoranda of Understanding  
(MoU) were signed, by Indian Council of 
Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), 
Dehradun, with NavodayaVidyalayaSamiti 
(NVS) and KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan 
(KVS) to launch the programme 
“PRAKRITI”.
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Correct Option: (a)41. 
Explanation:

The Hong Kong- Zhuhai- Macau Bridge
Option (a) is correct:  China inaugurated 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, 
world’s longest sea bridge with total 
length of 55 km.The new sea bridge will 
connect the east and west sides of Pearl 
River Delta of the South China Sea, 
connecting two Special Administrative 
Regions of Hong Kong and Macau with 
Zhuhai i.e. mainland China.

It includes dual three-lane, oversea stretch  
(22.9 km) and undersea tunnel (6.7 km) 
which reaches depth of 44 m. The rest 25.4 
km of the bridge runs over land. The two 
ends of tunnel of bridge are connected 
to two artifi cial islands, each million sqft, 
constructed in shallow areas of Pearl River 
Estuary to allow transit between bridge 
and tunnel sections.

The 6.7 km undersea tunnel is made of  
chain of 33 submerged hollow blocks, each 
38 m wide, and 11.4 m high and weighing 
80,000 tons. The bridge contains 400,000 
tons of steel. It is designed to withstand 
magnitude-8 earthquake and strikes by 
super-sized cargo ships.

The project was initially conceived  
in 2003, and construction began on 
December 2009. Its total cost was 120 
billion yuan ($17.3 billion). This has been 
shared in different proportions by Hong 
Kong, Macau and Zhuhai governments. 
It is estimated that 29,000 vehicles would 
cross the bridge every day.

Correct Option: (b)42. 
Explanation:

Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty

Statement 1 and 2 are incorrect  
and Statement 3 is correct: It was 
crucial Cold War-era treaty banning 
development, testing and possession 
of short and medium range ground-
launched nuclear missiles with range 
of 500-5,000 km.The treaty was signed 
in December 1987 between then US 
President Ronald Reagan and his USSR 
counterpart Mikhail Gorbachev.

The treaty banned all nuclear and  
conventional missiles, as well as their 

launchers, with ranges of 500–1,000 km 
or (short-range) and 1,000–5,500 km 
(intermediate-range). This treaty was 
central to ending arms race between 
two superpowers during cold war and 
protected America’s NATO allies in 
Europe from Soviet missile attacks. It was 
designed to provide measure of some 
strategic stability on continent of Europe.

United States (US) President Donald Trump  
has announced that US will unilaterally pull 
out of three-decade-old Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty signed 
with Russia during Cold War.

Implications:  The unilateral withdrawal 
from this treaty will allow US new nuclear 
weapon options in Pacifi c in its efforts 
to counter China’s growing infl uence. 
There are also concerns that unilateral 
termination of this treaty could mark 
beginning of new arms race between US 
and Russia.

In News: 

U.S. President Donald Trump confi rmed  
that the U.S. would pull out of the 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty with Russia.

Correct Option: (c)43. 
Explanation:

The Seoul Peace Prize

It was established in 1990 to commemorate  
the success of the 24th Olympic Games 
held in Seoul, Republic of Korea – an 
event in which 160 nations from across 
the world took part, creating harmony and 
friendship and a worldwide atmosphere 
of peace and reconciliation. The Seoul 
Peace Prize was established to crystallize 
the Korean people’s yearning for peace 
on the Korean Peninsula and in the rest 
of the world.

The Seoul Peace Prize has been awarded  
biennially to those individuals who have 
made their mark through contributions to 
the harmony of mankind, reconciliation 
between nations and to world peace. 
Past laureates include distinguished 
global personalities like former UN 
Secretary General Kofi  Annan, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and renowned 
international relief organizations like 
Doctors without Borders and Oxfam.
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The awardee receives a diploma, a plaque  
and honorarium of US$200,000.The two-
page, traditionally patted certifi cate has 
the emblem of the Seoul Peace Prize 
printed on the left side. The text of the 
certifi cate appears on the right side, in 
both Korean and English. The gold-plated, 
crystal plaque is fashioned after the 
traditional Taegeuk (two comma-shaped 
symbols united in a perfect circle) design.

Option (c) is correct : After assessing over 
a hundred candidates proposed by over 
1300 nominators from around the world, 
the Award Committee decided to bestow 
the Prize on Prime Minister NarendraModi, 
calling him ‘the perfect candidate for the 
2018 Seoul Peace Prize.

Correct Option: (d)44. 
Explanation:

Invest India

Statement 2 is correct : Invest India is 
set up as a non-profi t venture under the 
Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of India.

Statement 1 is correct:  As the national 
investment promotion and facilitation 
agency, Invest India focuses on 
sector-specifi c investor targeting and 
development of new partnerships to 
enable sustainable investments in 
India.

In addition to a core team that focuses  
on sustainable investments, Invest India 
also partners with substantial investment 
promotion agencies and multilateral 
organizations. Invest India also actively 
works with several Indian states to 
build capacity as well as bring in global 
best practices in investment targeting, 
promotion and facilitation areas.

Statement 3 is correct : Invest India, the 
country’s investment promotion body, 
has won the UN Award for excellence in 
promoting investments in sustainable 
development. The award was presented 
by Armenian President Armen Sarkissian 
to Deepak Bagla, the CEO of Invest India, 
at the World Investment Forum, Geneva.

The awards, organized by the United  
Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), honor 

investment promotion agencies 
(IPAs) and their governments for their 
achievements, but also showcase best 
practices in attracting investment into 
Sustainable Development Goals-related 
projects that can inspire investment 
promotion practitioners in developing 
and developed countries.

Invest India received the award for  
excellence in servicing and supporting a 
major global wind turbines company in the 
establishment of a blade manufacturing 
plant in India while committing to train 
local staff and produce 1 Gigawatt of 
renewable energy.

In News:

Invest India, the country’s investment  
promotion body, has won the UN Award 
for excellence in promoting investments 
in sustainable development. The award 
was presented by Armenian President 
ArmenSarkissian to Deepak Bagla, the CEO 
of Invest India, at the World Investment 
Forum, Geneva.

Correct Option: (c)45. 
Explanation:

Statement 2 is correct:  The International 
Conference on Status and Protection of 
Coral Reefs (STAPCOR – 2018)with the 
theme “Reef for Life”was inaugurated 
by the Union Minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhanat Bangaram coral Island of 
Union Territory of Lakshadweep.

The effect of climate change and global  
warming along with El-nino on the corals 
lead to heavy bleaching internationally 
during the year 1998, this lead to the 
foundation of STAPCOR with a decision to 
have an international conference in every 
10 years to review the status and progress 
of coral reefs all over the world.

The Department of Environment and  
Forest, Union Territory of Lakshadweep 
Administration organised this mega 
conference with the technical support 
of Zoological Survey of India and in 
association with Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, IUCN, ENVIS 
in consonance with declaration of the 
year 2018 as 3rd decadal International year 
of Reefs.
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Statement 1 is correct : International 
Year of the Reef: International Coral Reef 
Initiative (ICRI) has declared year 2018 as 
International Year of the Reef (IYOR 2018). 
It is designed to raise awareness about the 
threats to coral reefs and the associated 
ecosystem.

Statement 3 is correct : Conditions 
required for their growth: Warm tropical 
oceans located between 30 degree north 
and 25 degree south latitudes where a 
minimum temperature of 20 degree is 
found and this temperature favour the 
growth of coral organisms, oceanic water 
free of sedimentation, transparent parts of 
ocean bodies, relatively low salinity ocean 
bodies.

Statement 4 is incorrect : Corals need 
saltwater to survive and require a certain 
balance in the ratio of salt to water.

Corals are often called “rainforests of the  
sea” as they form some of Earth’s most 
diverse ecosystems. They occupy less than 
0.1% of world’s ocean area, but provide 
a home for at least 25% of all marine 
species.

In News: 

The International Conference on Status  
and Protection of Coral Reefs (STAPCOR 
– 2018) with the theme “Reef for Life” 
was inaugurated by the Union Minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan on 22nd October at 
Bangaram Coral Island of Union Territory 
of Lakshadweep.

Correct Option: (d)46. 
Explanation:

International UDAN Scheme

International UDAN is an extension of the  
domestic UDAN scheme that rolled out 
last year. Udaan means fl ight in Hindi and 
UDAN in this context is ‘Ude Desh Ka Aam 
Naagrik’. That is, let the common citizen 
of the country fl y.

Statement 1 is correct:   Under  
International UDAN, the plan is to 
connect India’s smaller cities directly 
to some key foreign destinations in 
the neighbourhood. Such direct air 

connectivity, it is hoped, would promote 
the development of the city and the State 
by wooing tourists and business people 
to travel via smaller towns, instead of 
their fl ying through the metros. 

The scheme seeks to make use of the  
open skies policy that India has with 
other Asian countries that allows direct 
and unlimited fl ights to and from these 
nations to 18 Indian destinations. Now, 
these routes are untested, and airlines 
could be understandably reluctant to ply 
them. To encourage them to participate, 
the government offers a subsidy in the 
form of pre-decided payout per seat. 
Airlines are required to bid on the number 
of passenger seats per fl ight for which 
such support is required.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  Unlike in 
domestic UDAN where both the Centre 
and the State government share the 
subsidy, it is only the State government 
that will provide the fi nancial support 
for fl ights under international UDAN. 
But like the domestic UDAN, the fi nancial 
support and fl ying exclusivity on the route 
will be for three years. 

Statement 3 and 4 are correct:  Only 
Indian carriers can participate in the 
international UDAN scheme, and only 
aircraft with capacity of 70 seats or more 
can fl y the foreign routes.

In News: 

In 2018, the Airports Authority of India,  
on behalf of the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
the Centre and the Assam government 
invited proposals from bidders for 
selection under a new International Air 
Connectivity Scheme. This international 
air connectivity scheme is being referred 
to as International UDAN or Overseas 
UDAN.

Correct Option: (d)47. 

Explanation:

Indian Institute of Skills (IIS)

Statement 3 is correct : The Union Cabinet 
gave its approval for setting up of Indian 
Institute of Skills at different locations 
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across the country. The IISs will be set up 
in public private partnership mode.

The setting up of IISs will help augment the  
global competitiveness of key sectors of 
Indian economy by providing high quality 
skill training, applied research education 
and a direct and meaningful connection 
with industry.

It will provide opportunity to aspiring  
youth across the country to have access 
to highly skilled training, and enhance the 
scope of accountability through its linkage 
with industry and global competitiveness 
across sectors.

Statement 1 is correct:  The IIS is being 
opened by the Union Skill Development 
Ministry in partnership with the Institute 
of Technical Education, Singapore.

The idea of IIS was conceptualised by  
PM Modi during his visit to Singapore’s 
Institute of Technical Education.

Statement 2 is correct : Its primary 
objective is to empower India’s youth 
to be more employable and self-
sustainable. 

The fi rst Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) is  
being setup in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh to 
make India the Skill Capital of the World.

In News: 

The Union Cabinet gave its approval for  
setting up of Indian Institute of Skills at 
different locations across the country.

Correct Option: (a)48. 

Explanation:

Sustainable Development Goals

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime  
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
the constitution of a High Level Steering 
Committee for periodically reviewing and 
refi ning the National Indicator Framework 
(NIF) for monitoring of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) with associated 
targets.

Statement 1 is correct:  The High Level 
Steering Committee will be chaired by 
Chief Statistician of India and Secretary, 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI), with the 
Secretaries of data source Ministriesand 
NITI Aayogas members and Secretaries of 
other related Ministries as special invitees, 
with function of reviewing of National 
Indicator Framework including refi nement 
of the indicators from time to time.

Targets: 

Measures to mainstream SDGs into on- 
going national policies, programmes 
and strategic action plans to address 
the developmental challenges.

Statement 2 is correct:  Statistical 
indicators of NIF will be the backbone 
of monitoring of SDGs at the national 
and state level and will scientifi cally 
measure the outcomes of the policies 
to achieve the targets under different 
SDGs.

Based on statistical indicator, the  
MoSPI will bring out national reports 
on implementation of SDGs. The 
Report will facilitate assessment of 
progress, identify challenges and give 
recommendations for follow up at the 
national level.

High Level Steering Committee  
will review the National Indicator 
Framework on regular basis for its 
improvement.

Data source Ministries / Departments  
will be responsible for providing 
regular information to MoSPI on these 
indicators at required intervals and 
disaggregation for national and sub-
national reporting of SDGs.

Advanced IT tools will be used for close  
and effective monitoring.

Major impact: 

SDGs integrate economic, social  
and environmental dimensions of 
development. It intends eradicating 
poverty and promoting prosperity in 
a changing world with basic motto of 
‘SabkaSaathSabkaVikash’.

SDGs with 17 Goals and 169 Targets  
intend for promotion of sustainable, 
inclusive and equitable economic 
growth, creating greater opportunities 
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for all, reducing inequalities, raising 
basic standards of living, fostering 
equitable social development and 
inclusion, promoting integrated and 
sustainable management of natural 
resources and ecosystems.

NIF will help in outcome-based  
monitoring & reporting on progress 
on SDGs at National level.

Statement 4 is incorrect : There is 
no direct financial implication on 
implementation of the National 
Indicator Framework.  However, the 
respective Ministries will need to re-
align and strengthen their data systems 
to facilitate monitoring of the SDG 
indicators.

SDGs are expected to bring change in  
the lives of people and the monitoring of 
progress of implementation of SDGs will 
benefi t the entire nation.

Statement 3 is incorrect : The UN General 
Assembly in its 70thSession considered and 
adopted the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) for the next 15 years. The 
17 SDGs came into force with effect 
from 1st January, 2016.Though not 
legally binding; the SDGs have become 
de facto international obligations and 
have potential to reorient domestic 
spending priorities of the countries 
during the next fi fteen years. Countries 
are expected to take ownership and 
establish a national framework for 
achieving these Goals. Implementation 
and success will rely on countries’ own 
sustainable development policies, plans 
and programmes. Countries would be 
responsible for follow-up and review 
at the national level, with regard to the 
progress made in implementing the 
Goals and targets. Actions at the national 
level to monitor progress under SDGs 
will require quality, accessible and timely 
data.

In News: 

Cabinet has approved National Monitoring  
Framework on Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Correct Option: (a)49. 
Explanation:

NAFTA is the initialism for the North  
American Free Trade Agreement, an 
agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States that reduced or 
eliminated trade barriers in North America. 
(Since the U.S. and Canada already had a 
free trade agreement (signed in 1988), 
NAFTA merely brought Mexico into the 
trade bloc.)

U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA)

It is the trilateral pact concluded between  
North American countries.

Statement 1 is correct : It updates and 
replaces the nearly 25-year-old North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
which Trump had threatened to cancel.

It’s basically NAFTA 2.0, with major changes  
on cars and new policies on labour and 
environmental standards, intellectual 
property protections, and some digital 
trade provisions. The changes include:

Statement 3 is correct:  Automobiles 
must have 75% of their components 
manufactured in Mexico, the US, or 
Canada to qualify for zero tariffs (up 
from 62.5 percent under NAFTA).

Labor provisions: 40 to 45 percent of  
automobile parts have to be made 
by workers who earn at least $16 an 
hour by 2023. Mexico has also agreed 
to pass laws giving workers the right 
to union representation, extend labour 
protections to migrant workers, and 
protect women from discrimination. 
The countries can also sanction one 
another for labour violations.

Under the new deal, Canada will have  
to allow American dairy producers to 
compete against locals, a move that 
will favour Canadian consumers.

The deal extends the terms of copyright  
to 70 years beyond the life of the author 
(up from 50). It also extends the period 
that a pharmaceutical drug can be 
protected from generic competition.

It also includes new provisions to deal  
with the digital economy, including 
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prohibiting duties on things like 
music and e-books, and protections 
for internet companies so they’re not 
liable for content their users produce.

Sunset clause : The agreement puts in 
a 16-year “sunset” clause — meaning 
the terms of the agreement expire, or 
“sunset,” after a set period of time. The 
deal is also subject to a review every six 
years, at which point the US, Mexico, 
and Canada can decide to extend 
USMCA.

In News: 

The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement  
(USMCA) updates and replaces the nearly 
25-year-old North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), which Trump had 
threatened to cancel.

Correct Option: (d)50. 

Explanation:

Periyar Tiger Reserve

Periyar National Park and Wildlife  
Sanctuary (PNP) is a protected area 
near Thekkady in the districts of Idukki, 
Kottayam and Pathanamthitta in Kerala.

Statement 3 is correct :  It is notable 
as an elephant reserve and a tiger 
reserve.

Statement 4 is correct:  The park 
is a repository of rare, endemic and 
endangered fl ora and fauna and forms 
the major watershed of two important 
rivers of Kerala, the Periyar and the 
Pamba.

Statement 1 is correct : The Park is often 
called the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary 
or Thekkady.It is located high in the 
Cardamom Hills and Pandalam Hills 
of the south Western Ghats along the 
border with Tamil Nadu.

Statement 2 is correct:  Amidst the 
18 hills, Ayyappan’s temple called 
Sabarimala is located in the Periyar 
Tiger Reserve, Kerala. It is one of the most 
important pilgrimage site for Hindus and 
as per records the second largest seasonal 
pilgrimage in the world to Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia.

In News: 

Supreme Court has lifted ban on the entry  
of women in Sabrimala Shrine in Kerala.

Correct Option: (d)51. 

Explanation:

S 400 Triumf Air Defense System 

Statement 1 is correct:  It is one of the 
most advanced long-range air defence 
missile system in the world. It is referred 
to as SA-21 Growler by NATO. It is 
an upgraded version of the S-300 
defence system and is manufactured 
by Almaz-Antey. It has been in service in 
Russia since 2007. It is capable of fi ring 
three types of missiles. Thus, it creates 
a layered defence, and simultaneously 
engaging 36 targets. It has capability to 
destroy incoming all airborne targets at 
ranges of up to 400 km. The fi ve S-400 
systems will be operated by the Indian Air 
Force (IAF). India is the second export 
customer, after China to purchase this 
most advance defence system.

Ka-226T helicopters 

Statement 2 and 3 are correct : Kamov 
226T is a light multipurpose helicopter 
designed for work in diffi cult conditions 
like high mountains, hot climate and 
marine areas. It allows for reconnaissance, 
monitoring, targeting and transportation. 
It also boasts of incredibly precise hovering 
ability, excellent maneuverability and high 
safety standards. The helicopters will be 
made by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) with Russian cooperation under 
Make in India. It will replace the aging 
Cheetah and Chetak choppers. After 
induction, Kamov helicopters will operate 
at 20,000 feet and also help to maintain 
the forward posts on the Siachen glacier. 

In News: 

India has signed a defence deal worth  
nearly Rs 39,000 crore with Russia to 
purchase fi ve state of art S-400 ‘Triumf’ 
air defence systems. Besides, India also 
announced to collaborate in making four 
stealth frigates and setting up a joint 
production facility for making Kamov 
helicopters under Make in India.
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Correct Option: (a)52. 

Explanation:

Electric vehicles

Option (a) is correct:  Jharkhand has 
recently introduced electric vehicles for 
offi cial use.While 20 vehicles have been 
acquired for the fi rst phase, another 30 are 
expected to be added to the fl eet in the 
coming weeks. It has also been reported 
that 12 charging stations have been set 
up in Ranchi so far, and several more are 
slated to come up.

In the current scenario of soaring  
fuel prices and the spectre of climate 
change looming large over the planet, 
it is a welcome development that a 
State government is taking the lead in 
switching to e-vehicles. Not only does 
this reduce the burden of fuel bills on 
the exchequer, it is also in sync with 
Prime Minister NarendraModi’s strong 
pitch in favour of electric vehicles 
at the recently held Global Mobility 
Summit in New Delhi. “Clean mobility 
powered by clean energy is our most 
powerful weapon in our fi ght against 
climate change,”Mr.Modi had said as he 
batted for investments in electric vehicles 
and charging stations.

In this context, it is well known that  
government offi cials are tremendous 
guzzlers of fossil fuel.If ministers and 
politicians are taken as a single 
category of consumers, their per capita 
and per kilometre consumption of fossil 
fuel is likely to be many times higher 
than that of most ordinary users, given 
their penchant for moving around 
accompanied by lengthy convoys of 
gas-guzzling escort vehicles.

If other States and the Centre were to  
follow the example set by Jharkhand, it 
would have two positive spin-offs: fi rst, 
it would encourage the spread of a 
transportation infrastructure specifi c 
to e-vehicles; and second, it would spur 
the early adoption of e-vehicles by 
fi rst-time buyers, generating consumer 
momentum for India’s stated goal 
of ensuring that by 2030, all public 

transport and 30% of private vehicles 
are electric. This is not far-fetched as 
quite a few countries, such as Norway 
and France, already have a substantial 
percentage of their vehicles running on 
either electricity or alternate fuels.

Electric vehicles are also an integral  
component of smart cities, as they are 
an automatic assumption in frameworks 
of smart transportation. Meanwhile, 
the government needs to speed up the 
formulation of rules for e-vehicles as a 
category, and come up with an India-
specifi c road map for a transition that 
needs to be smooth if only because it is 
inevitable.

In News:

Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das  
recently announced that his government 
has introduced electric vehicles for 
offi cial 

Correct Option: (c)53. 

Explanation:

Eco-Cottages 

Option (c) is correct:  NITI Aayog plans 
‘eco-cottages’ and a fi lm city to boost 
tourism in the island territories.

The NITI Aayog, along with other  
stakeholders, including the Island 
Development Agency (IDA), which is 
chaired by Home Minister Rajnath Singh, 
is conducting a technical feasibility study 
for the project.

The arrival of domestic tourists in  
Andaman and Nicobar islands rose from 
over 2.02 lakh in 2011 to over 3.84 lakh 
in 2016, the infl ow of foreign tourists 
was stagnant at around 15,000N in 
spite of the fact that globally, there is a 
high demand for eco-tourism, adventure 
tourism (sea sports, game fi shing) and 
cruise tourism”.

The Diglipur Airport (in the Andamans)  
is expected to be operational for 
civilian aircraft by December, 2018. 
Better connectivity to Diglipur, Port Blair, 
Car Nicobar and Campbell Bay through 
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smaller aircraft, supplemented with 
more helicopter services using the 17 
available helipads, will boost inter-island 
connectivity in Andaman and Nicobar. 
Efforts are on to start international fl ights 
from the Veer Savarkar International 
Airport, Port Blair.

In News:

NITI Aayog plans ‘eco-cottages’ and a  
fi lm city to boost tourism in the island 
territories.

Correct Option: (c)54. 
Explanation:

National Environment Survey (NES):

Statement 1 is correct:  The Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) through Environmental 
Information System (ENVIS) and its hubs 
and resource partners will carry out the 
fi rst National Environment Survey of 
India. The NES will rank all the districts 
on their environmental performance and 
document their best green practices.

The survey  will be done through a grid-
based approach, using grids measuring 
9x9 km, to collect comprehensive data on 
various environmental parameters such as 
air, water, soil quality; emission inventory; 
solid, hazardous and e-waste; forest & 
wildlife; fl ora & forest & wildlife; fl ora & 
fauna; wetlands, lakes, rivers and other 
water bodies.

It will also assess carbon sequestration  
potential of all the districts across the 
country.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  Presently the 
survey is planned for 55 districts across 
the country. And the fi rst set of data will 
be compiled in one year because it needs 
to cover seasonal cycles in terms of air 
pollution and fl ora & fauna.

All 716 districts in the country are  
expected to be surveyed in a period 
of three to four years. So the fi rst set of 
complete green data of the survey will be 
available from 2020.

Statement 3 is correct:  This survey will 
provide accurate data to policy makers 

so that they can make appropriate 
environmental decisions. So far, no such 
survey was conducted in the country so 
that it felt necessary before implementing 
schemes for any particular area.

At present, the country has secondary  
data on most of these parameters. The 
NES for the fi rst time will provide primary 
data on all the green heads in the same 
way that the National Sample Survey 
(NSS) periodically collects various socio-
economic data.

In News:

India’s fi rst ever National Environment  
Survey (NES) will be kicked off from 55 
districts across 24 states and three Union 
Territories in January, 2019. 

Correct Option: (c)55. 

Explanation:

Mammals of India

Option (c) is correct:  Mammals of India 
(MaOI) is a new model of repository 
on Indian mammals developed by the 
Scientists and Researchers from the 
National Centers for Biological Sciences 
(NCBS), Bangalore.

It is an online, freely accessible portal  
whose aim is to develop individual pages 
for all Indian mammals covering all related 
information about their distribution, 
breeding, variation, identifi cation and 
conservation.

It is a citizen-scientifi c repository and  
also a fi rst such repository of Mammals 
in India. The website mammalsofi ndia.
org provides a facility to the citizen to 
upload photographic observations about 
mammals.

MaOI is an initiative under Biodiversity  
Atlas project. The Biodiversity Atlas is a 
species-based bioinformatics platform. 
This is an exclusive portal for mammals 
in India which will help in having a good 
distribution map of mammals all around 
the country.
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Correct Option: (c)56. 

Explanation:

Option (c) is correct:

100k Genome Asia Project 

A non-profi t consortium called  
Genome Asia 100K has announced an 
ambitious plan to sequence 100,000 
Asian individuals in hopes of accelerating 
precision medicine applications for Asian 
populations.

The sequencing of 100,000 individual  
genomes will be paired with microbiome, 
clinical and phenotype information to 
allow deeper analysis of diseased and 
healthy individuals in the context of 
inferred local ancestries.

It will also leverage on big data analytics  
and advances in data science and artifi cial 
intelligence. Participants from 12 South 
Asian countries and at least seven North 
and East Asian countries will be selected.

In the fi rst phase, the project will focus on  
creating phased reference genomes for all 
major Asian ethnic groups—representing 
a major step forward in understanding 
the population history and substructure 
of the region.

Signifi cance of 100k Genome Asia 
Project:

With recent insights into the genome  
diversity of Asian ethnicities, it will 
become possible to understand the 
biology of disease in the currently under-
studied Asian populations that represent 
40 percent of humankind.

Furthermore, the unique genetic  
diversity prevalent in South, North and 
East Asia provides a valuable source of 
clinical insights that should enhance our 
understanding of several rare and inherited 
diseases, as well as chronic diseases such 
as cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease.

In News:

A group of Indian scientists and companies  
are involved with a 100k Genome Asia 
project to sequence the whole genomes 
of 100k Asians, including 50,000 Indians.

Correct Option: (a)57. 
Explanation:

Gaming Garage initiative:

Statement 1 is correct : Andhra Pradesh 
government has proposed to set up a 
‘Gaming Garage’ to generate employment 
and encourage entrepreneurs and 
game developers in view of its growing 
importance.

Statement 2 is incorrect : The gaming 
became an industry with crores of rupees 
turnover with the rapid development of 
computers and smartphone technologies. 
In Gaming Garage companies such as 
the Unity Technologies, Denmark/San 
Francisco would provide the software. 
And any creative thinker could walk 
into the Garage to develop a game of 
choice.

The government would provide them with  
“the necessary software and infrastructure 
free of cost”. It would also encourage them 
in commercializing their product.

In News: 

Andhra Pradesh government has proposed  
to set up a ‘Gaming Garage’.

Correct Option: (b)58. 
Explanation:

United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR)

UNISDR has released a report titled ‘Economic 
Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017’. 
It was compiled by the UN Offi ce for Disaster 
Risk Reduction.

Statement 1 is incorrect : The report 
highlights the impact of extreme weather 
events on the global economy in last 
20 years (1998-2017). It states that 
the years between 1998 to 2017 have 
seen a dramatic rise of 151% in direct 
economic losses from climate-related 
disasters.

Statement 2 is correct : The greatest 
economic losses have been experienced 
by the US at $944.8 billion, followed by 
China at $492.2 billion, Japan at $376.3 
billion, India at USD 79.5 billion and 
Puerto Rico at USD 71.7 billion.



GS SCORE 29

GS S
CORE

Other key highlights:

In terms of occurrences, climate-related  
disasters also dominate the picture, 
accounting for 91% of all 7,255 major 
recorded events between 1998 and 2017. 
Floods (43.4%) and storms (28.2%) are the 
two most frequently occurring disasters.

During this period,  1.3 million people 
lost their lives and 4.4 billion people were 
injured, rendered homeless, displaced or 
in need of emergency assistance.

The report concludes that  climate change 
is increasing the frequency and severity 
of extreme weather events. The disasters 
will continue to be major impediments to 
sustainable development so long as the 
economic incentives to build and develop 
hazard-prone locations outweigh the 
perceived disaster risks.

In News:

UNISDR report on climate related disasters  
released by UN. India suffered a $79.5 
billion economic loss due to climate-
related disasters in the last 20 years.

Correct Option: (b)59. 
Explanation:

Silk Production in India:

Statement 1 is incorrect :  Silk the queen 
of all fabrics is historically one of India’s 
most important industries. India is the 
2nd largest producer of silk in the world 
after China. Silk production in contributes 
about 18% to the world production.

Statement 2 is correct :  The silk industry 
is agriculture based and labour intensive 
and provides gainful employment to 
around 8 million artisans and weavers in 
rural areas. In India, four varieties of silk 
are produced, viz. Mulberry, Eri, Tasar and 
Muga.

Statement 3 is incorrect :  In India about 
80% of silk produced is of mulberry silk, 
majority of which is produced in three 
southern States of Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. About 97% of 
raw silk in India is produced in fi ve Indian 
states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Jammu and 
Kashmir.

In News: 

Recently the 6th edition of India  
International Silk Fair (IISF) was held in 
New Delhi.

Correct Option: (c)60. 
Explanation:

Financial Action Task Force (FATF):

Statement 1 is incorrect : The Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-
governmental body established in 1989 
during the G7 Summit in Paris (France). It 
aims to establish international standards 
for combating money laundering and 
terrorist fi nancing.

Statement 3 is correct :  It comprises over 
39 member countries including India. 
FATF Secretariat is housed at headquarters 
of OECD in Paris, France.

Statement 2 is incorrect :  This is second 
time Pakistan has been grey listed by FATF, 
for fi rst time it was placed in the list for 
three years from 2012 to 2015. Recently 
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
team visited Pakistan. It has fi nalised a 
report with 40 recommendations for de-
listing Pakistan from its grey list from 
September next year (2019). If Pakistan 
fails in implementing the elaborate action 
plan, it may result in being included in 
FAFT’s Black List in 2019.

Initially, FATF was only dealing with  
developing policies to combat money 
laundering. But in 2001 its purpose 
was expanded to act against terrorism 
fi nancing.

It set standards and promote effective  
implementation of legal, regulatory and 
operational measures for combating 
money laundering, terrorist fi nancing and 
other related threats to the integrity of 
the international fi nancial system. 

The FATF has developed a series 
of recommendations that are recognised as the 
international standard for combating of money 
laundering and the fi nancing of terrorism and 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 

It monitors the progress of its members in 
implementing necessary measures, reviews 
money laundering and terrorist fi nancing 
counter-measures. And also promotes the 
adoption and implementation of appropriate 
measures globally. 
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In News: 
Recently the Financial Action Task Force  
(FATF) team visited Pakistan and give a 
report with 40 recommendations for de-
listing Pakistan from its grey list from 
September next year (2019).

Correct Option: (b)61. 
Explanation:

Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act:
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012 deals with sexual offences 
against persons below 18 years of age, who are 
deemed as children.The Act for the fi rst time, 
defi nes “penetrative sexual assault”, “sexual 
assault” and “sexual harassment”.

Recently Government of India amended 
the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act through Criminal Law 
Amendment.

Statement 1 is incorrect : It provides 
for stringent punishment of jail term of 
minimum 20 years or life imprisonment 
or death for rape of girl less than 12 
years.

The Amendment increases minimum  
punishment from 10 years to 20 years for 
crime of rape of girl under 16 years, which 
can be extended to imprisonment for rest 
of life.

It also increases minimum punishment  
for rape of women from rigorous 
imprisonment of 7 years to 10 years, which 
can be extended to life imprisonment. 

Statement 2 is correct :  It has provision 
for maintaining national database and 
profi le of sexual offenders by National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). This data 
will be regularly shared with States/UTs 
for monitoring, tracking and investigation 
including verifi cation of antecedents by 
police.

Other Provisions: 

It provides for speedy investigation  
and trial, which must be completed 
in two months. It proposes 6 months’ 
time limit for disposal of appeals in 
rape cases

It provides dedicated manpower for  
investigation of rape cases in time 
bound manner.

It provides no provision for anticipatory  
bail for person accused of rape or gang 
rape of girl under 16 years. It has also 
been provided that court has to give 
notice of 15 days to Public Prosecutor 
and representative of victim before 
deciding bail applications in case of 
rape of a girl under 16 years of age.

In News:

Kathua Rape Case 

Correct Option: (c)62. 
Explanation:

Data Localisation

The Indian data localisation wave is the  
latest digital battleground of ongoing 
power wars between government and 
industry. The data localisation is one of the 
major recommendations of Sri Krishna 
Committee on data protection.

Data localisation is a concept that the  
personal data of a country’s residents 
should be processed and stored in that 
country. Some directives may restrict 
fl ow entirely, while others more leniently 
allow for conditional data sharing or data 
mirroring in which only a copy has to be 
stored in the country.

In News:

Recently companies around the world  
scrambled to try and meet a RBI-mandated 
deadline to store Indian users’ fi nancial 
data in India, reigniting conversation 
about “data localisation”.

Correct Option: (a)63. 
Explanation:

Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony

It is an  annual award instituted in 2012 
by the Government of India during 
the commemoration of 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore.

Statement 1 is incorrect:  The Tagore 
Award for Cultural Harmony for the 
years 2014, 2015 & 2016 was announced 
by the Ministry of Culture in October 
2018. 

Statement 2 is incorrect:  The awardees 
are selected by a Jury under the 
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Chairmanship of Prime Minister, Sh. 
Narendra Modi and comprising of the 
Chief Justice of India, Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi, and Shri N. Gopalaswami & 
Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe after detailed 
discussions on 24th October, 2018.

The jury unanimously selected  Sh. 
Rajkumar Singhajit Singh (doyen of 
Manipuri dance), Chhayanaut (a cultural 
organization of Bangladesh) and Sh. 
Ram Vanji Sutar (one of India’s greatest 
sculptors) to be the recipients of the 
Tagore Award for the years 2014, 2015 
& 2016 respectively, in recognition of 
their outstanding contribution to cultural 
harmony.

The  fi rst Tagore Award was conferred on 
Pt. Ravi Shankar, the Indian Sitar Maestro 
in 2012 and second was conferred on 
Shri Zubin Mehta in 2013. 

The award carries an  amount of Rs. 1 
crore, a citation in a scroll, a plaque 
as well as an exquisite traditional 
handicraft/ handloom item. 

Statement 3 is correct:  The award is open 
to all persons regardless of nationality, 
race, language, caste, creed or sex.

In News
Government recently announced winners  
of Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony for 
the year 2014, 2015, 2016.

Correct Option: (b)64. 
Explanation:

Impactful policy research in Social 
Science

Statement 1 is incorrect:  IMPRESS 
SCHEME (Impactful policy research in 
social Science) along with a web portal has 
been launched by the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development to promote 
policy research in social sciences.

Under the Scheme,  1500 research 
projects will be awarded for 2 years 
to support the social science research 
in the higher educational institutions 
and to enable research to guide policy 
making. As per the ministry, research in 
social science is essential for progress of 
the society and thus the research carried 
out under IMPRESS scheme will be used to 
understand and solve problems facing 
the society.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  The 
Government, in August 2018 has 
sanctioned the scheme “Impactful Policy 
Research in Social Sciences (IMPRESS)” 
at a total cost of Rs. 414 Cr for 
implementation up to 31.3.2021 and 
Indian Council of Social Science and 
Research (ICSSR) will be the project 
implementing agency.

The broad objectives of the scheme  
are:

To  identify and fund research 
proposals in social sciences with 
maximum impact on the governance 
and society.

Statement 3 is correct:  To focus 
research on (11) broad thematic 
areas such as : State and Democracy, 
Urban transformation, Media, Culture 
and Society, Employment, Skills and 
Rural transformation, Governance, 
Innovation and Public Policy, Growth, 
Macro-trade and Economic Policy, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Health and Environment, Science and 
Education, Social Media and Technology, 
Politics, Law and Economics.  The Sub-
Theme areas will be decided on the 
basis of Expert Groups’ advice before 
notifying the scheme and calling for 
applications.

To ensure  selection of projects 
through a transparent, competitive 
process on online mode.

To  provide opportunity for social 
science researchers in any institution 
in the country, including all Universities 
(Central and State), private institutions 
with 12(B) status conferred by UGC.

ICSSR funded/recognised research  
institutes will also be eligible to 
submit research proposals on the 
given themes and sub-themes.

In News

IMPRESS SCHEME (Impactful policy  
research in Social Science) has been 
launched by the ministry of human 
resource and development.

Correct Option: (c)65. 
Explanation:

Statement 1 is incorrect:  SPARC scheme 
(Scheme for Promotion of Academic 
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and Research Collaboration) along 
with a web portal has been launched by 
the Ministry of Human Resource and 
Development for the promotion of 
academic and research collaboration.

It aims at  improving the research 
ecosystem of India’s higher educational 
institutions by Facilitating academic 
and research collaborations between 
Indian and the best institutions in the 
world.

Under this Scheme,  600 joint research 
proposals will be awarded for 2 years to 
facilitate strong research collaboration 
between Indian research groups with the 
best in class faculty and renowned research 
groups in the leading universities of the 
world, in areas that are at the cutting edge 
of science or with direct social relevance 
to the mankind, specifi cally India.

Statement 2 is correct:  A total cost 
of Rs.418 Cr has been sanctioned for 
implementation up to 31.3.2020 
and Indian Institute of Technology 
Kharagpur is the National Coordinating 
Institute to implement the SPARC 
programme.

Salient Features  of  SPARC are :

This scheme will  improve research 
ecosystem of India’s higher 
educational  institutions  by  facilitating 
academic and research collaborations 
between Indian Institutions [overall 
top-100 or category-wise top-
100 in NIRF (including such Private 
Institutions which are recognized 
under 12(B) of UGC Act)] and the 
best institutions in the world (top-
500 overall and top-200 subject-
wise institutions listed in QS World 
University Ranking) from 28 selected 
nations [Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Russia, 
Singapore, South Africa, South Korea, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
United Kingdom(UK), United States of 
America(USA)] to jointly solve problems 
of national and international relevance. 
As per the criteria mentioned above, 
254 top Indian Institutes and 478 top 
ranked global Institutes have been 
already identifi ed.

A set of  5 Thrust Areas (Fundamental 
Research, Emergent Areas of Impact, 
Convergence, Action-Oriented 
Research and Innovation-Driven) and 
sub-theme areas in each thrust area 
has been identifi ed for collaboration 
under SPARC based on emergent 
relevance and importance for the 
nation.

Each Thrust Area will have a  Section 
Chair. The role of Section Chair of 
each Thrust Area is to review shortlist 
and recommend the potential joint-
proposals submitted under SPARC 
scheme.

Statement 3 is correct:  A set of Nodal 
Institutions (NI), from India, for 
each participating foreign country 
has been identifi ed. The role of a NI 
is to help, handhold and coordinate 
with willing Participating Indian (PI) 
Institutions to forge alliance with the 
Institutions of concerned participating 
foreign country, for academic and 
research collaboration. 25 such 
reputed Institutions have been notifi ed 
as Nodal Institutions.

SPARC proposes to  enable productive 
academic cooperation by supporting 
the following critical components that 
can catalyse impact making research : 

Visits and long-term stay of top  
international faculty/researchers 
in Indian institutions to pursue 
teaching and research ,  

Visits by Indian students for training  
and experimentation in premier 
laboratories worldwide, 

Joint development of niche courses,  
world-class books and monographs, 
translatable patents, demonstrable 
technologies or action oriented 
research outcomes and products, 

Publication, Dissemination and  
Visibility through a high profi le 
annual international conference in 
India .

In News

A web portal for the Scheme for  
Promotion of Academic and Research 
Collaboration launched by Human 
Resource Development Ministry.
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Correct Option: (b)66. 

Explanation:

Asian Economic Integration Report 

Option (b) is correct:  The report 
was recently released by the Asian 
Development Bank.

This publication  documents Asia’s 
progress in regional cooperation and 
integration.

It  covers the 48 regional members of the 
Asian Development Bank and analyses 
regional as well as global economic 
linkages.

Highlights of the report: 

The 2018 report’s special chapter  
“Toward Optimal Provision of 
Regional Public Goods in Asia and 
the Pacifi c” examines how collective 
action among countries can help fi nd 
solutions to growing transnational 
development challenges. The special 
chapter also discusses how to best 
provide regional public goods that 
transcend the so-called “collective 
action problem” which occurs when 
individual interests are too weak on 
their own to drive cooperation on 
common issues.

Most of the international migrants  
in 2017 were from India (17 million), 
followed by China (10 million) and 
Bangladesh (7.5 million). The report 
further said as many as one third of 
international migrants were from 
Asia in 2017.The report also said 
intraregional migrants to India largely 
come from neighbouring countries 
such as Bangladesh (3.1 million), 
Pakistan (1.1 million) and Nepal (0.5 
million). 

The  global stock of international 
migrants from Asia rose 3.9 per cent 
from 83.6 million in 2015 to 86.9 million 
in 2017. International migrant stock 
consists of persons crossing borders 
for various reasons-for employment, 
family reunifi cation, study, and fl eeing 
from confl icts and violence.

The  global FDI into the region 
(measured by gross inward FDI) 
remains stable at USD 517.5 billion in 
2017 from USD 519.9 billion in 2016. As 

per the report, Asia’s outward foreign 
direct investment(FDI) moderated 
by 1.4 per cent in 2017-to USD 487.9 
billion from USD 494.9 billion in 2016. 

Greenfi eld or new investments  
generated some 667,000 jobs in 
2017-mainly in India, the PRC, Viet 
Nam, the Philippines, and Singapore-
in real estate, software and information 
technology (IT) services, and electronic 
components, among others. 

In news

Asian Economic Integration Report, 2018 

Correct Option: (c)67. 
Explanation:

Commonwealth Association for Public 
Administration and Management

Statement 1 is correct:  The Department 
of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG), Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions is an institutional member of 
Commonwealth Association for Public 
Administration and Management 
(CAPAM) which is a  non-profi t 
association representing an international 
network of over 1100 senior public 
servants, Heads of Government, leading 
academics and researchers located in 
over 50 different countries across the 
Commonwealth.  

The association is guided by international  
leaders who believe in the value of 
networking, knowledge exchange and 
the promotion of good governance 
for the betterment of citizens in the 
Commonwealth countries.

CAPAM has been announcing its  
International Innovations Awards (IIA) 
Programme bi-annually, since 1998.  
The CAPAM Awards celebrate the spirit 
of innovation in the public service 
by recognizing organizations that have 
made signifi cant contributions to improve 
governance and services in the public 
sector. 

Statement 2 is correct:  Government 
of India had sent entries for CAPAM 
International Innovations Awards, 2018 
under various categories and won the 
award.
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In News:

India won the Commonwealth Association  
for Public Administration and Management 
Award, 2018.

Correct Option: (a)68. 
Explanation:

World Agriculture Award

Statement 1 is correct:  Professor M.S. 
Swaminathan, founder of the M.S. 
Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF) was awarded the fi rst World 
Agriculture Prize at the 11th Global 
Agriculture Leadership Summit in New 
Delhi at the event hosted by the Indian 
Council of Food and Agriculture (ICFA). 

Recognised worldwide for his basic and  
applied research in genetics, cytogenetics, 
radiation and chemical mutagenesis, 
food and biodiversity conservation, Prof. 
Swaminathan has been hailed by the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
as ‘The Father of Economic Ecology’ 
owing to his commitment towards the 
ever-green revolution movement in 
agriculture.

The M.S. Swaminathan Junior Research  
Fellowship — to be awarded from 2019 
onwards — was also instituted on the 
occasion. The fellowship would help 
promote linkages between agriculture, 
nutrition and health, through a ‘Farming 
Systems for Nutrition’ programme. Further 
the cash associated with the prize would 
be used for creating fellowships at MSSRF 
at the post-graduate level, to convert the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals into fi eld-level accomplishments. 

The fellowship would be an opportunity  
for young scholars to address the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, including 
eradication of hunger and climate change. 
The fi ve areas considered for the fellowship 
are: the UN Sustainable Development 
Goal 2 of Zero Hunger, Farming System 
for Nutrition (FSN), genetic garden of bio-
fortifi ed crops and halophytes, bio-valley 
for curative and culinary diversity and 
eco-technologies for eco-enterprises

Statement 3 is incorrect : The prize has 
been instituted by the ICFA with an 
aim to recognise individuals who have 
served humanity through agriculture. 

This is the fi rst World Agricultural Award 
to any individual or institution.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  It will carry a 
cash component of $1, 00,000. It will be 
an annual prize and would be presented 
to any individual or institution, 
importantly from Asian, African or 
Latin American countries who have 
played a seminal role in transforming 
agriculture globally and saving humanity 
from the curse of hunger.

In News
First World Agricultural Prize awarded to  
M. S. Swaminathan.

Correct Option: (b)69. 
Explanation:

Inland Waterways Authority of India 
(IWAI)

Statement 1 is  correct:•  Inland 
Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) 
will be starting a new Roll on-Roll off 
(Ro-Ro) facility in collaboration with 
the Government of Assam to provide 
the much-needed connectivity for 
Majuli Island.
Statement 2 is  incorrect: • Majuli is one 
of the biggest riverine islands in the 
world located on river Brahmaputra and 
faces serious challenges of connectivity. It 
has 144 villages with a population of over 
1,50,000. 
The commencement of Ro-Ro services to • 
Majuli Island would be a landmark event 
towards augmenting connectivity not 
only in Assam but the entire North 
Eastern Region. Currently, there are only 
four road bridges across river Brahmaputra 
- at Jogighopa, Guwahati, Tezpur and 
Sadiya for connectivity between southern 
and northern parts of Assam.
 People residing on either side of the river • 
need to cross the river using conventional 
ferry service at various locations for their 
day to day needs. In absence of adequate 
number of bridges, cargo and passenger 
movement takes through longer road 
routes leading to critical loss of time and 
money.

In News

Inland Waterways Authority of India  
(IWAI) will be starting a new Roll on-Roll 
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off (Ro-Ro) facility in collaboration with 
the Government of Assam to provide 
the much-needed connectivity for Majuli 
Island.

Correct Option: (d)70. 
Explanation:

International Arya Mahasammelan

The global convention of the Arya Samaj,  
the International Arya Mahasammelan 
2018 was recently inaugurated by the 
President of India in New Delhi.

Statement 3 is  incorrect:  The convention 
was started in 2006 and this year convention 
is the 11th such Mahasammelan.

Statement 1 is  incorrect:   It aims to 
spread a message of human welfare 
originating from the Vedas, promote 
universal brotherhood and ensure 
safeguarding of social morals.

Statement 3 is incorrect:  Representatives 
from 32 countries across Asia, Africa, 
Europe and North America will attend this 
global convention.

In News: 

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath  
Kovind, inaugurated the International Arya 
Mahasammelan – 2018 today (October 
25, 2018) in Delhi.

Correct Option: (c)71. 
Explanation:

Central Adoption Resource Authority 
(CARA):

Statement 1 is correct : Central Adoption 
Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory 
body of Ministry of Women & Child 
Development, Government of India. 

Statement 2 is correct : It functions as the 
nodal body for adoption of Indian children 
and is mandated to monitor and regulate 
in-country and inter-country adoptions.

CARA is designated as the Central Authority  
to deal with inter-country adoptions in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Hague Convention on Inter-country 
Adoption, 1993, ratifi ed by Government 
of India in 2003. 

CARA primarily deals with adoption of  
orphan, abandoned and surrendered 

children through its associated /recognised 
adoption agencies.

In News:
Three years after the Missionaries of  
Charity (MoC) decided to stop giving 
children in its homes up for adoption, it 
has agreed to join hands with the country’s 
nodal agency- Central Adoption Resource 
Authority (CARA) for adoption.

Correct Option: (b)72. 
Explanation:

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC):
To counter corruption and speed up  
decision- making in military procurement, 
the government of India in 2001 decided 
to set up an integrated DAC.

Statement 1 is incorrect : It is headed by 
the Defence Minister.

The DAC is responsible to give policy  
guidelines to acquisitions, based on long-
term procurement plans.

Statement 2 is correct : It also clears 
all acquisitions, which includes 
both imported and those produced 
indigenously or under a foreign 
license.

The objective of the DAC is to ensure  
expeditious procurement of the approved 
requirements of the Armed Forces, in 
terms of capabilities sought, and time 
frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing 
the allocated budgetary resources.

The structure of the council ensures equal  
representation to bureaucracy as well as 
armed forces, which means that there are 
in-built checks and balances in relation to 
procurement.

The composition of the DAC is as follows: 

Defence Minister: Chairman 

Minister of State for Defence: Member 

Chief of Army Staff: Member 

Chief of Naval Staff: Member 

Chief of Air Staff: Member 

Defence Secretary: Member 

Secretary Defence Research &  
Development: Member

Secretary Defence Production:  
Member
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Chief of Integrated Staff Committees  
HQ IDS: Member

Director General (Acquisition):  
Member

Dy. Chief of Integrated Defence: Staff  
Member Secretary

The decisions fl owing from the DAC are  
to be implemented by the following three 
boards:

Defence Procurement Board (which  
deals with purchases) - headed by the 
Defence Secretary.

Defence Production Board (which  
supervises production from indigenous 
sources, like ordnance factories and 
equipment manufactured under 
a foreign license)- headed by the 
Secretary (Defence Production)

Defence Research and Development  
Board- headed by the Secretary 
(Defence Research & Development)

The Defence Procurement Board works  
out the details of all inductions, including 
procurement schedules and emergency 
purchases.

In News:
The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)  
has accorded approval for the Mid Life 
Upgrade of 17 Dornier Aircraft of Indian 
Coast Guard (ICG) at an approximate cost 
of Rs. 950 crore. The upgrades will be 
carried out by M/s Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), the aircraft manufacturer 
of India.

Correct Option: (c)73. 
Explanation:

Parker Solar Probe:
Statement 1 is correct : Parker Solar 
Probe will swoop to within 4 million 
miles of the sun’s surface, facing heat 
and radiation like no spacecraft before. 
Launching in 2018, Parker Solar Probe will 
provide new data on solar activity and 
make critical contributions to our ability 
to forecast major space-weather events 
that impact life on Earth.

Parker Solar Probe is a mission to unlock  
the mysteries of the corona, but also 
to protect a society that is increasingly 
dependent on technology from the 
threats of space weather.

In 2017, the mission was renamed for  
Eugene Parker, the S. Chandrasekhar 
Distinguished Service Professor 
Emeritus, Department of Astronomy and 
Astrophysics at the University of Chicago. 
In the 1950s, Parker proposed a number 
of concepts about how stars—including 
our Sun—give off energy. He called this 
cascade of energy the solar wind, and 
described an entire complex system of 
plasmas, magnetic fi elds, and energetic 
particles that make up this phenomenon. 
Parker also theorized an explanation for 
the superheated solar atmosphere, the 
corona, which is – contrary to what was 
expected by physics laws hotter than the 
surface of the sun itself. 

Statement 2 is correct : This is the fi rst 
NASA mission that has been named for 
a living individual.

In News:

NASA’s historic mission- Parker Solar  
Probe- to solve the mysteries of the Sun has 
successfully completed its fl yby of Venus 
on October 3rd. The probe successfully 
completed its fl yby of Venus at a distance 
of about 1,500 miles during the fi rst Venus 
gravity assist of the mission.

Correct Option: (b)74. 
Explanation:

Financial Stability and Development 
Council (FSDC):

It is an apex-level body constituted by the  
government of India.

Statement 1 is incorrect : FSDC has replaced 
the High Level Coordination Committee 
on Financial Markets (HLCCFM), which 
was facilitating regulatory coordination, 
though informally, prior to the setting up 
of FSDC. It is not a statutory body.

Statement 2 is correct : The Union Finance 
Minister of India is the Chairperson of the 
Council

Members:  Heads of the fi nancial sector 
regulatory authorities (i.e., RBI, SEBI, 
IRDA, and PFRDA), Finance Secretary and/
or Secretary, Department of Economic 
Affairs (Union Finance Ministry), Secretary, 
Department of Financial Services, and 
Chief Economic Adviser. FSDC can invite 
experts to its meeting if required.
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The objectives of FSDC would be to deal  
with issues relating to:

Financial stability 

Financial sector development 

Inter-regulatory coordination 

Statement 3 is correct : Financial 
literacy and Financial inclusion

Macro prudential supervision of the  
economy including the functioning of 
large fi nancial conglomerates.

Coordinating India’s international  
interface with fi nancial sector bodies 
such as the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) and Financial Stability Board 
(FSB).

In News:

FSDC meeting held recently was chaired  
by the Union Finance Minister.

Correct Option: (d)75. 
Explanation:

NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture radar 
satellite (NISAR):

Statement 1 is correct : NISAR is a dual 
frequency (L & S Band) Radar Imaging 
Satellite. It will be the fi rst radar imaging 
satellite to use dual frequency.

In this joint mission, NASA’s Jet Propulsion  
Laboratory (JLP) will be responsible for 
design and development of L-band SAR, 
GPS system and data recorder.

ISRO will be responsible for design and  
development of S-band SAR, Spacecraft 
Bus, data transmission system, spacecraft 
integration & testing, launch using GSLV 
and on-orbit operations.

It is expected to be launched in year 2021.  
It will have mission life of 3 years.

The satellite is planned to be launched into  
a Sun-synchronous dawn to dusk orbit.

It will provide an unprecedented detailed  
view of Earth by taking snapshots every 
week using advanced radar imaging.

Statement 3 is correct : It is designed to 
observe and take measurements of some 
of the planet’s most complex processes, 
including ecosystem disturbances, natural 
hazards such as earthquakes, tsunamis, 
volcanoes and landslides.

It will be used also for natural resources  
mapping & monitoring, estimating 
agricultural biomass over full duration of 
crop cycle.

It will be also monitor fl oods and oil  
slicks, coastal erosion, coastline changes 
and variation of winds in coastal waters, 
surface deformation studies due to seismic 
activities etc.

Statement 2 is correct : Costing around 
$1.5 billion, it will be world’s most 
expensive earth-imaging satellite till 
date.

Space Diplomacy:  The mission will 
establish a general pathway for future 
joint missions between ISRO and NASA 
for Mars exploration. It will also further 
strengthen the Indo-US ties.

Correct Option: (a)76. 

Explanation:

Train 18:

Option (a) is correct : Train 18 is an Indian 
semi-high speed train and India’s fi rst 
intercity electric multiple unit, a type 
of self-propelled engine-less train. 

It is also the fi rst train to be designed and  
built entirely in India. It was designed 
and built by Integral Coach Factory (ICF) 
Chennai under the Indian government’s 
Make in India Initiative over a span of 18 
months. 

It is energy effi cient as its coaches will be  
fi tted with LED lights and is provided with 
bio toilets.

The fi rst set of trains will run between  
New Delhi and Bhopal, replacing the 
Delhi–Bhopal Shatabdi Express, which has 
been running for thirty years and reducing 
travel time along the route by 15 percent, 
or even more once the tracks are properly 
fi tted for the unit. 

In News:

Train 18, India’s fi rst engine less train for  
inter city travel is set to hit the tracks very 
soon.
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Correct Option: (c)77. 
Explanation:

Barak-8 Long Range Surface to Air Missile 
(LRSAM) system:

Statement 3 is correct:  Barak 8 LRSAM 
has been jointly developed by DRDO and 
IAI, Israel to be launched from ship. It 
possesses high degree of maneuver ability 
at target interception range.

Statement 1 is incorrect:  The LRSAM 
has maximum speed of Mach 2 and it can 
intercept aerial targets up to a range of 
80 km.

Statement 2 is correct:  LRSAM has 
long-range engagement capability to 
penetrate deep water and land to 
intercept all types of aerial targets like 
subsonic and supersonic missiles, ghter 
aircraft, maritime patrolling aircraft 
(MPA), helicopter and sea skimming 
missiles. It is capable of countering 
newest generation anti-ship missiles.

Indian Navy has decided to equip its all  
naval ships such as INS Kolkata, INS Kochi, 
and INS Chennai guided missile destroyers 
with Barak 8 LRSAM for air and missile 
defense.

In News: 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has signed  
a deal with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) 
to supply additional Barak-8 Long Range 
Surface to Air Missile (LRSAM) systems for 
seven warships of the Indian Navy.

Correct Option: (d)78. 
Explanation:

Electoral Bonds:

Statement 1 is correct : Electoral Bond is 
a bearer instrument in the nature of a 
Promissory Note. 

Statement 2 is correct : They are interest 
free banking instrument.

The Purchaser is allowed to buy electoral  
bond (s) only on due fulfi lment of all the 
extant KYC norms and by making payment 
from a bank account. 

Statement 3 is correct : The Bond does 
not carry the name of payee or any 
other details by which the buyer can be 
identifi ed. Likewise no detail of political 

party depositing the bonds is noted on 
the electoral bonds. Thus, any particular 
bond cannot be identifi ed or associated 
with any particular buyer or political party 
deposits it.  

The Electoral Bonds have some built in  
security features to eliminate chances of 
forgery or presentation of fake bonds. 
These include a random serial number 
invisible to the naked eye. This number 
is not noted by the SBI in any record 
associated with buyer or political party 
depositing a particular electoral bond. 

It is, thus not linked to any party transaction  
when the Bank issues a bond to the buyer. 
As such the number is not being used or 
can be used to track the donation or the 
buyer.

SBI does not share the serial number with  
anybody, including the Government and 
users.

In News:

SEBI sold 400 Cr of electoral bonds 

Correct Option: (c)79. 
Explanation:

Vishakha Guidelines:

Option (c) is correct : The Vishakha 
Guidelines are a set of procedural 
guidelines for use in cases of sexual 
harassment.

They were promulgated by the Indian  
Supreme Court in 1997 and were 
superseded in 2013 by the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act, 2013.

The Guidelines issued by the court said  
that:

It shall be the duty of the employer or  
other responsible persons in workplace 
or other institutions to prevent or 
deter the acts of sexual harassment 
and to provide the procedures for the 
resolution, settlement or prosecution 
of acts of sexual harassment by taking 
all steps required.

The rules/regulations of the government  
and the public sector bodies relating 
to conduct and discipline should 
include rules/regulation Prohibiting 
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sexual harassment and provide for 
appropriate penalties in such rules 
against the offender.

As regards private employers, steps  
should be taken to include the aforesaid 
prohibitions in the standing orders 
under the Industrial employment 
(Standing Orders)Act, 1946.”

In News:

The Supreme court is scheduled to hear  
a PIL petition to extend the Vishakha 
guidelines against sexual harassment in 
work place to ashrams, madarsas, and 
catholic  institutions to check the rampant 
rise in sexual exploitation of Women.

Correct Option: (b)80. 
Explanation:

Digi-Yatra

Statement 1 is incorrect:  It is a joint policy 
initiative of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry and Civil Aviation, on 
biometric based digital processing of 
passengers at airports. This involves 
development of standards for digital 
processing of passengers at airport to 
ensureuniform implementation and 
passenger experience across Indian 
airports through a connected ecosystem. 
A technical working committee having 
members from airport operators, airlines 
and industry has been formed for the 
development of standards.

The  industry-led initiativeco-ordinated 
by the Ministry in line with the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s Digital 
India’s vision to transform the nation 
into a digitally empowered society. This 
follows Air Sewa which brings together 
all the stakeholders on a common platform 
for handling customer grievances and 
disseminating real-time data aiming to 
bring together entire industry to develop 
a digital ecosystem that will deliver Indian 
customers a seamless, consistent and 
paperless service experience at every 
touch point of their journey.

The platform will be built on  4 key 
pillars, like Connected Passengers, 
Connected Airports, Connected Flying 
and Connected Systems which can 
make it possible over a period of time for 
passengers to:

Plan their trips effi ciently by identifying  
price trends and estimate future airfares 
at the time of ticket booking,

Statement 3 is incorrect:  Optionally 
link their Aadhaar to airlines and 
other ecosystem players at the time 
of booking for faster airport entry and 
automated check-ins without requiring 
any paper-based interventions,

Walk-through security scanners  swiftly 
owing to advanced biometric security 
solutions,

Receive relevant information pertaining  
to various facilities, protocols, airline 
timings, queue lengths at airports etc.,

Engage in customised digital offerings  
at experience zones,

Get real time notifi cations about  
congestion and delays to have greater 
visibility on the next step of journey,

Conveniently navigate through the  
airport using digital guidance systems, 
interactive kiosks and augmented 
reality apps,

Stay connected during fl ights and  
indulge in immersive experiences. Also 
book in-fl ight services and destination 
based offerings digitally,

Get a prompt when their luggage  
reaches the baggage claim belt , and

Submit grievances, share experiences  
and provide feedback.

The DigiYatra Central Platform will be  
operational by end of February, 2019. 
Bangalore & Hyderabad International 
Airports have been selected for pilot 
implementation by end of February, 2019. 
Airport Authority of India (AAI) further 
intends to roll out the programme 
initially at Kolkata, Varanasi, Pune and 
Vijayawada by April, 2019.

DigiYatra will thus provide a pan- 
India powerful platform for providing 
innovative services and consent 
based targeted services in future. Any 
service provider involved in facilitating 
travel of passenger from door to door 
will be able to use this platform in future 
through innovative solutions. The ultimate 
benefi ciary will be the passengers, who 
will have all the travel related options 
available to them.
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Statement 2 is correct:  It is a Facial 
Recognition based passenger 
processing which is a common standard 
being adopted the world over. To provide 
a seamless experience right from the 
entry to the airport upto boarding the 
aircraft. Digi Yatra will have a centralised 
registration system for passengers. 
Under the Digi Yatra, passenger can get 
a Digi Yatra ID by sharing minimum 
details like Name, e-mail ID, Mobile 
number and details of one approved 
Identity proof where Aadhar ID is not 
mandatory. This DigiYatra ID will be 
shared by passengers while booking 
ticket. While airlines will share the 
passenger data and Digi YatraID with the 
departure airport. A passenger who has 
created the Digi Yatra ID has to undergo 
a onetime verifi cation at the departure 
airport during his/her fi rst travel. In 
case a passenger opted for Aadhar based 
verifi cation, the identity will be verifi ed 
online. On successful verifi cation, facial 
biometric will be captured and stored in 
the Digi Yatra ID profi le of the passenger. 
In case the passenger has chosen any 
other identity for creating Digi Yatra ID, 
verifi cation will be done manually by 
Security personal and facial biometric will 
be captured and stored in the Digi Yatra 
ID profi le. By this process the registration 
will be completed.

In News

Civil aviation Ministry Releases the  
policy on Biometric based Digital 
processing of passengers at airports 
called “Digi-Yatra” .

Correct Option: (c)81. 
Explanation:

Ancient city of Sabratha

Option (c) is correct:  Once a jewel of 
the Roman Empire, the ancient city of 
Sabratha, spread out over 90 hectares, 
including a part engulfed by the sea was 
the westernmost of the ancient “three 
cities” of Roman Tripolitanias. With 
the pink columns of its amphitheatre 
towering above turquoise waters 
it is perched on the edge of Libya’s 
Mediterranean coast.

The extant archaeological site was  
inscribed as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site in 1982. However, The 
United Nations Educational, Scientifi c 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
declared Sabratha to be at risk in July 
2016 classifying it as “endangered”, its 
majestic structures pockmarked by mortar 
and small arms fi re. Shell casings and 
bullets still litter the surrounding earth, 
a year after clashes between rival armed 
groups bringing bloodshed back to the 
gladiatorial arena some 18 centuries 
after it was built. Today, the site around 
70 km from the capital Tripoli, lies eerily 
abandoned, encircled by parched grass 
and weeds. Since the toppling and killing 
of Libya’s dictator Muammer Gadhafi  in 
a 2011 uprising, Sabratha has become a 
key departure point for illegal migration.  
Smugglers and militias have profi ted 
amply from a chronic security vacuum. 
It is from the long and deserted shores a 
few kilometres from ancient Sabratha that 
most migrants start their perilous boat 
journeys towards Europe.

The  UN’s cultural organisation based 
its decision on two factors:

damage already caused, and  

Vulnerability to future destruction.  

Also, several protected Libyan sites  
are threatened by uncontrolled urban 
expansion. One example is Cyrene, an 
ancient Greek city in north-eastern Libya. 
The others are Oea — modern-day Tripoli 
— and Leptis Magna in western Libya 
that was one of the sites categorised as 
endangered by UNESCO two years ago.

In News

UNESCO declares Sabratha to be at risk  
in 2016, mainly due to damage caused by 
armed groups.

Correct Option: (a)82. 
Explanation:

Doctrines

Option (a) is correct:  Doctrine of non-
retrogression of rights: Supreme Court 
recently endorsed the principle of non-
retrogression of rights, as per which there 
is no place for retreat in a progressive 
society.

Doctrine of Harmonious Construction : 
This doctrine was brought about to 
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bring harmony between the different 
lists mentioned in the Schedule 7 of the 
Constitution of India. Different subjects 
are mentioned in different lists in this 
schedule.However, there can be a situation 
where an entry of one list overlaps with 
that of another list. This is the time when 
this doctrine comes into the picture.

Doctrine of Severability:  According to 
this doctrine, if there is any offending part 
in a statute, then, only the offending part 
is declared void and not the entire statute. 
Article 13 states that the portion that is 
invalid should be struck off and not the 
entire one. The valid part can be kept.

Doctrine of Constitutional Morality:  
The doctrine of constitutional morality 
implies that constitutional guarantees 
will lose their signifi cance if these are 
given conventional, that is, majoritarian, 
interpretations. A right against the 
majority only when the majority agrees 
with it is not much of a right. 

In News

The Union Ministry of Social Justice and  
Empowerment recently released ‘revised 
guidelines’ for conducting written 
examinations for persons with disabilities, 
which signifi cantly whittle down the 2013 
guidelines that played a transformative 
role in empowering such students.

Correct Option: (a)83. 
Explanation:

Minimum Support Price

Statement 1 is correct:  Minimum Support 
Price is a scheme of the Government of 
India to safeguard the interests of the 
farmer. It is the minimum price paid to the 
farmers for procuring food crops. MSP 
is announced by the Government at the 
beginning of the sowing season.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  The Cabinet 
Committee of Economic Affairs announces 
MSP for various crops at the beginning 
of each sowing season based on the 
recommendations of the Commission 
for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 
The CACP takes into account demand and 
supply, the cost of production and price 
trends in the market among other things 
when fi xing MSPs.

In 2018-19 budget, states have been  
allowed to intervene in the agricultural 
markets to ensure that the prices do not 
fall sharply. The Centre will be bearing 
40% of the losses that the states suffer.

Statement 3 is incorrect:  Only in case 
of northeastern states the Centre will 
bear the loss upto a limit of 50%. The 
coverage will be of every commodity 
except rice and wheat. This scheme 
has been named as ‘Market Assurance 
Scheme’.

The  Food Corporation of India is the 
nodal agency for procurement along 
with State agencies. FCI establishes 
purchase centres for procuring food 
grains under the price support scheme. 
While, the State government decides on 
the locations of these centres with the aim 
of maximizing purchases.

MSP is declared for the following  
commodities:

Cereals (7) – paddy, wheat, barley,  
jowar, bajra, maize and ragi

Pulses (5) – gram, arhar/tur, moong,  
urad and lentil

Oilseeds (8) – groundnut, rapeseed/ 
mustard, toria, soyabean, sunfl ower 
seed, sesamum, saffl ower seed and 
nigerseed

Copra 

De-husked coconut 

Raw cotton 

Raw jute 

Sugarcane (Fair and remunerative  
price)

Virginia fl u cured (VFC) tobacco 

In News

Government approved an increase in the  
MSP offered for Rabi crops in October.

Correct Option: (b)84. 
Explanation:

National Institute of Design (NID) Act of 
2014

Statement 1 is incorrect:   As per the 
recently amended National Institute of 
Design (NID) Act of 2014, setting up 
of four new institutes in Amaravati, 
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Bhopal, Jorhat and Kurukshetra have 
been approved to produce highly skilled 
manpower in design. 

The 2014 Act, which provided  statutory 
backing to the Ahmedabad NID would, 
with parliamentary nod, extend to the 
four new NIDs.

The amendment declares them as institute  
of “national importance” for the 
promotion of quality and excellence in 
education, research and training in all 
disciplines relating to design at par 
with the NID, Ahmedabad. 

The proposed four new NIDs would also  
strive to meet the same standards of 
educational excellence. These institutes 
are meant to provide sustainable design 
interventions for crafts, handloom, 
rural technology, small, medium and 
large scale enterprises; and outreach 
programmes for capacity, capability 
and institution building.

The NIDs are  keeping with the vision 
of the National Design Policy, 2007 
that focuses on promotion of Indian 
design through a well-defi ned and 
managed regulatory, promotional and 
institutional framework.

Statement 2 is correct:   It recommended 
the setting up of specialised design 
centres or ‘innovation hubs’ for sectors 
such as automobile and transportation, 
jewellery, leather and soft goods. These 
hubs would provide common facilities 
and enabling tools, along with fi nancial 
support through mechanisms like venture 
funding, loans and market development 
assistance. The policy document had also 
called for the formulation of a scheme to 
set up these hubs in select locations, 
especially in backward States, 
“particularly in the Northeast”.

In News:

The Union Cabinet in September approved  
amendments to the National Institute of 
Design (NID) Act of 2014.

Correct Option: (c)85. 
Explanation:

Types of Missiles

Statement 1 is correct:  Barak: It is 
amulti-purpose surface to air missile 

defence system, jointly developed by 
India and Israel in medium and long 
range variants.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  S-400: An 
S-400 ‘Triumf’ is an surface to air defence 
missile system procured from Russia 
and is one of the most advanced long-
range defence systems in the world. It is 
referred to as SA-21 Growler by NATO.

Statement 3 is correct:  Prithvi: It is an 
indigenously developed and inducted 
surface-to-surface strategic missile. It is 
fi rst missile to be indigenously developed 
by DRDO under India’s prestigious 
Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Program (IGMDP).

Statement 4 is correct:   Nirbhay: It is 
India’s fi rst indigenously designed 
and developed Long Range Sub-Sonic 
Cruise Missile. It has blended missile and 
aeronautical technologies which allows it 
to take off vertically like missile and 
cruise horizontally like an aircraft.

In News

India, Russia formally ink the deal for  
S-400 air defence.

Correct Option: (d)86. 
Explanation:

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT):

Statement 1 is correct : The National 
Company Law Tribunal NCLT is a quasi-
judicial body, exercising equitable 
jurisdiction, which was earlier being 
exercised by the High Court or the Central 
Government. The Tribunal has powers to 
regulate its own procedures.

Statement 2 is correct : The NCLT was 
established under the Companies Act 
2013 and was constituted on 1 June 2016 
by the government of India & is based on 
the recommendation of the justice Eradi 
committee on law relating to insolvency 
and winding up of companies.

The establishment of the National  
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) consolidates 
the corporate jurisdiction of the following 
authorities:

Company Law Board 

Board for Industrial and Financial  
Reconstruction.
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The Appellate Authority for Industrial  
and Financial Reconstruction

Jurisdiction and powers relating to  
winding up restructuring and other 
such provisions, vested in the High 
Courts.

The NCLT has been empowered to exercise  
the following powers:

Most of the powers of the Company  
Law Board under the Companies Act, 
1956.

All the powers of BIFR for revival  
and rehabilitation of sick industrial 
companies;

Power of High Court in the matters of  
mergers, demergers, amalgamations, 
winding up, etc.;

Power to order repayment of deposits  
accepted by Non-Banking Financial 
Companies as provided in section 
45QA of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934;

Power to wind up companies; 

Statement 3 is correct:  Power to 
Review its own orders.

The NCLT shall have powers and  
jurisdiction of the Board for Industrial 
and Financial Reconstruction (BIFR), 
the Appellate Authority for Industrial 
and Financial Reconstruction (AAIFR), 
Company Law Board, High Courts relating 
to compromises, arrangements, mergers, 
amalgamations and reconstruction 
of companies, winding up etc. Thus, 
multiplicity of litigation before various 
courts or quasi-judicial bodies or forums 
have been sought to be avoided. The 
powers of the NCLT shall be exercised by 
the Benches constituted by its President.

In News:

After a report from the Ministry of  
Corporate Affairs concluded that the affairs 
of the IL&FS holding company and its 
group companies were being conducted 
in a manner that was prejudicial to public 
interest, the government moved the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
for superseding the Board, which was 
granted with immediate effect.

Correct Option: (a)87. 
Explanation:

Nobel Peace Prize

Option (a) is correct : The Nobel Peace 
Prize for 2018 has been awarded to 
Congolese gynaecologist Dr. Denis 
Mukwege and Yazidi human rights activist 
Nadia Murad for their efforts to end the 
use of sexual violence as a weapon of 
war and armed confl ict.

Denis Mukwege is the helper who has  
devoted his life to defending victims of 
wartime sexual violence. Fellow laureate 
Nadia Murad is the witness who tells of 
the abuses perpetrated against herself 
and others.

Dr. Denis Mukwege has spent large parts  
of his adult life helping the victims of 
sexual violence in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Dr.Mukwege and his staff have 
treated thousands of patients who have 
fallen victim to such assaults.

Ms Murad is one of an estimated 3,000  
Yazidi girls and women who were victims 
of rape and other abuses by the Islamic 
State. She has shown uncommon courage 
in recounting her own sufferings and 
speaking up on behalf of other victims.

The panel had received nominations for  
216 individuals and 115 organisations. 
But only a few dozen of them are known, 
since the committee keeps the list of 
nominations secret for 50 years, although 
some candidates are revealed by their 
nominators.

The 2018 prize is worth 9 million Swedish  
kronor ($1.01 million). Past winners who 
came under criticism include former U.S. 
President Barack Obama, who won in 
2009 after less than a year in offi ce, and 
Myanmar leader Aung San SuuKyi.

Correct Option: (d)88. 
Explanation:

e-cigarette:

Statement 1 is correct : An electronic 
cigarette or e-cigarette is a handheld 
electronic device that simulates the 
feeling of smoking. It works by heating a 
liquid to generate an aerosol, commonly 
called a “vapor” that the user inhales. 
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Using e-cigarettes is commonly referred 
to as vaping. The liquid in the e-cigarette, 
called e-liquid, or e-juice, is usually made 
of nicotine, propylene glycol, glycerine, 
and fl avourings. Not all e-liquids contain 
nicotine.

Statement 2 is correct : The health risks 
of e-cigarettes are uncertain. They are 
likely safer than tobacco cigarettes but 
are of unclear effect in relation to other 
methods of stopping smoking. Their 
long-term health effects are not known. 
They may help some smokers quit. When 
used by non-smokers, e-cigarettes can 
lead to nicotine addiction, and there is 
concern that children could start smoking 
after using e-cigarettes. So far, no serious 
adverse effects have been reported in 
trials. Less serious adverse effects include 
throat and mouth irritation, vomiting, 
nausea, and coughing

Statement 3 is correct : The Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940 does not provide 
any clear classifi cation on various usage 
of nicotine especially in regards to 
e-cigarettes. Nicotine gums or lozenges 
are regulated under Chapter IV of the Act. 
Currently, there is no federal legislation 
concerning e-cigarettes. In the state of 
Punjab, in 2013, the State Drugs Controller 
declared e-cigarettes with nicotine as an 
unapproved drug.

The states of Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab,  
Jammu and Kashmir, Mizoram and 
Maharashtra have banned e-cigarettes 
under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, 
and Food Safety & Standards (Prohibition 
and Restriction on Sales) Regulation, 2011. 
In August 2018, the Central Government 
had asked the states to ban all types of 
Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems

In News:

Experts have called on the Union Health  
Ministry to reverse its stand on electronic 
cigarettes and help lower tobacco risk and 
abuse.

Correct Option: (a)89. 
Explanation:

Prithvi-II Missiles:

Prithvi-II is India’s fi rst  indigenously 
developed and inducted surface-to-
surface strategic missile.

Statement 1 is correct : It is fi rst missile 
to be indigenously developed by DRDO 
under India’s prestigious Integrated 
Guided Missile Development Program 
(IGMDP).

The tactical missile is capable of attacking  
targets at range of 350 km. It is capable of 
carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of nuclear as well 
as conventional warheads and is thrusted 
by liquid propulsion twin engines. It is 
8.56 meter long and has 1m diameter. 

Statement 3 is correct : It can target 
mobile targets including unmanned 
aerial vehicles.

Statement 2 is incorrect : The missile 
was inducted into Indian armed forces 
in 2003 and since then it is into series of 
production.

In News:

Prithvi-II missile night trial successful 

Correct Option: (b)90. 
Explanation:

Wildlife Sanctuaries

Wildlife Sanctuaries or wildlife refuges are  
home to various endangered species.

They are safe from hunting, predation or  
competition.

They are safeguarded from extinction in  
their natural habitat.

Certain rights of people living inside the  
Sanctuary could be permitted.

Grazing, fi rewood collection by tribals is  
allowed but strictly regulated.

Settlements not allowed (few exceptions:  
tribal settlements do exist constant; efforts 
are made to relocate them).

Statement 1 is incorrect : A Sanctuary 
can be promoted to a National Park.

There are more than 500 wildlife  
sanctuaries in India.

National Park 

National parks are areas reserved for wild  
life where they can freely use the habitats 
and natural resources.

The difference between a Sanctuary and a  
National Park mainly lies in the vesting of 
rights of people living inside.
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Statement 2 is correct : Unlike a 
Sanctuary, where certain rights can be 
allowed, in a National Park, no rights 
are allowed.

No grazing of any livestock shall also be  
permitted inside a National Park while in a 
Sanctuary, the Chief Wildlife Warden may 
regulate, control or prohibit it.

Biosphere Reserve

Large areas of protected land for  
conservation of wild life, plant and animal 
resources and traditional life of the tribals 
living in the area.

Statement 3 is correct : May have one 
or more national parks or wildlife 
sanctuaries in it.

Core area comprises a strictly protected  
ecosystem for conserving ecosystems, 
species and genetic variation. In core 
or natural zone human activity is not 
allowed.

Buffer zone is used for scientifi c research,  
monitoring, training and education.

In Transition area ecologically sustainable  
human settlements and economic 
activities (tourism) are permitted.With 
the cooperation of reserve management 
and local people several human activities 
like settlements, cropping, recreation, and 
forestry are carried out without disturbing 
the environment.

In News:

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) held  
that the Ministry of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has to act 
as the nodal agency to ascertain whether 
the sub-regional plans for protection 
of National Conservation Zones (NCZ) 
prepared by the States are in consonance 
with the regional plans prepared by the 
National Capital Region Planning Board.

Correct Option: (a)91. 
Explanation: 

Rutland Island:

Statement 1 is incorrect : Rutland Island 
is located in South Andaman and not in 
Lakshdweep. It is also located at vintage 
lication of about 200 km from the Strait of 
Malacca that connects Indian Ocean with 
South China Sea.

Statement 2 is correct:   The Island is 
located at an ideal distance from the 
mainland where long range tests are 
typically launched from. As of now, long-
range missile tests are being carried out 
from the Odisha coast and are tracked by 
naval vessels on a trajectory into the Bay 
of Bengal. Most of the long-range tests 
for missiles like Agni IV and V have to be 
tracked over sea, with specialised vessels 
noting the ‘hit zone’ into the water. But 
DRDO also requires a land-based test 
area to accurately track its long range.

The island is very rich in marine life  
and was once home to the indigenous 
Andamanese group ‘Jangil’ or Rutland 
Jarawa. DRDO has been struggling to get 
its long range missile test facility since 
2012 when the proposal was moved 
across the government.

In News

The National Board of Wildlife has  
approved Rutland Island in South 
Andaman to be the site for the country’s 
long-range missile test facility of DRDO.

Correct Option: (a)92. 
Explanation: 

Pashmina goats:

Statement 1 is correct:  Pashmina goat 
is found in the Changthang Plateau of 
Kashmir. It is also called as Changthangi 
in that region and it is one of the breeds 
of the Cashmere goat.

Pashmina is a fi ne type of cashmere wool.  
Cashmere wool has strong, light, soft and 
fi ne texture. The garments made from 
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cashmere wool offers excellent insulation 
which is approximately three times better 
than those offered by the sheep wool.

Statement 2 is incorrect:  Changpa tribes 
are nomadic people who rear sheep for 
meat and pashmina goats for wool in 
the Changthang plateau of the Kashmir.  
They are the traditional producers of the 
Pashmina wool in the Ladakh region.

As with the lifestyles of so many of India’s  
nomadic communities, the Changpas’ 
too faces a multitude of threats  from 
changing weather patterns in Ladakh and 
the exodus of youth who set out to chart 
themselves a different future.

In News: 

Recently Changpa people of Leh restructuring 
of Shang-dongs, a traditional contraption used 
to capture the Wolves that lift Pashima goats.

Correct Option: (d)93. 
Explanation: 

Amur Falcon:

Statement 1 is incorrect : Amur falcons 
are the small raptor of the falcon. They 
weigh just 150 grams. They are the longest 
travelling raptors in the world. They makes 
its home in Nagaland, fl ying a staggering 

22,000 km from there to South Africa, then 
onto Mongolia and back to Nagaland. The 
bird has one of the longest and most 
fascinating migratory paths in the avian 
world.

Statement 2 is correct:  The falcon breeds 
in south-eastern Siberia and north-eastern 
China, where the Amur River divides the 
Russian Far East and China. 

Statement 3 is correct : The IUCN 
Conservation status of Falcon 
is “Least Concerned”. However, due to 
indiscriminate killing, their numbers are 
rapidly coming down. It is considered as 
a delicacy in Nagaland and widely hunted 
and sold in the local market.

In News: 

The scientists are trying to understand  
the movement of the falcons during their 
migratory stop-over in India.

Correct Option: (b)94. 
Explanation:  

Option b is correct:

Japan and India have entered into a $75- 
billion currency swap arrangement that 
will bolster the country’s fi repower as it 
battles a steep drop in the rupee’s value.
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Currency Swap arrangement:

This is an arrangement, between two  
friendly countries, which have regular, 
substantial or increasing trade, to basically 
involve in trading in their own local 
currencies, where both pay for import and 
export trade, at the pre-determined rates 
of exchange, without bringing in third 
country currency like the US Dollar.

In such arrangements no third country  
currency is involved, thereby eliminating 
the need to worry about exchange 
variations.

In News: 

Recently our Prime Minister signed  
currency swap arrangement with Japan 
during his visit.

Correct Option: (a)95. 
Explanation: 

Type 2 Polio Virus

Poliomyelitis or polio is a highly infectious  
disease caused by a virus. It invades the 
nervous system, and causes paralysis, 
medically known as an acute fl accid 
paralysis (AFP), which is characterised by 
sudden muscle weakness and pain in the 
limbs.

The disease is transmitted from person  
to person, mainly through the faecal-oral 
route, affecting children under fi ve years 
of age. 

Statement 1 is incorrect : Polio type 
2 virus strain has been eradicated 
worldwide, including in India. The last 
case due to type-2 wild poliovirus globally 
was reported from Aligarh in India in 
1999.

There are three serotypes of poliovirus, each  
of which causes poliomyelitis. The vaccine 
used by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in the global eradication effort is a 
trivalent preparation comprising all three 
serotypes.

Statement 2 is correct:  In vaccine-
derived poliovirus (VDPV), the source 
of the virus is the vaccine itself. The oral 
polio vaccine called polio drops, which 
India deployed extensively to fi ght 
against polio, contain a live, attenuated 
or weakened polio virus. When a child is 

vaccinated, the weakened vaccine-virus 
replicates in the intestine and enters into 
the bloodstream, triggering a protective 
immune response in the child.

In News:  
The Union Health Ministry has ordered  
an inquiry into the type-2 polio virus 
contamination detected in the vials 
used for immunisation in Uttar Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Telangana, and has 
ordered additional immunisation in three 
States.

Correct Option: (c)96. 
Explanation:

National Register of Citizens (NRC)
Statement 1 is correct : The National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) is the register 
containing names of Indian Citizens.

Statement 2 is correct : National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) was prepared fi rst in 
1951 after the conduct of the Census 
of 1951. The provisions governing NRC 
update in Assam are The Citizenship Act, 
1955, and The Citizenship (Registration 
of Citizens and Issue of National Identity 
cards) Rules, 2003.

Recently, it has been declared by political  
parties death illegal migrants out of 
the list of NRC will be sent back to 
Bangladesh however India does not have 
any deportation treaty with Bangladesh 
which will lead to further complexities.

In News:
The Supreme Court issued notice to the  
government on a public interest litigation 
to update the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Tripura, as is being done in Assam, 
in order to detect and deport the “illegal 
immigrants” from Bangladesh.

Correct Option: (c)97. 
Explanation:

Heat Waves
A Heat Wave is a period of abnormally  
high temperatures, more than the normal 
maximum temperature that occurs during 
the summer season in the North-Western 
parts of India. 

Statement 1 is correct : Heat Waves 
typically occur between March and June, 
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and in some rare cases even extend till 
July. 

The Indian Meteorological Department  
(IMD) has given the following criteria for 
Heat Waves:

Statement 2 is correct:  According 
to the IMD, a heat wave is said to be 
occured if maximum temperature of a 
station reaches at least 40°C or more 
for plains, 37°C or more for coastal 
stations and at least 30°C or more for 
hilly regions.

When normal maximum temperature  
of a station is less than or equal to 
40°C, Heat Wave Departure from 
normal is 5°C to 6°C, Severe Heat 
Wave Departure from normal is 7°C or 
more.

When actual maximum temperature  
remains 45°C or more irrespective of 
normal maximum temperature, heat 
waves should be declared. 

Higher daily peak temperatures and  
longer, more intense heat waves are 
becomingly increasingly frequent globally 
due to climate change. India too is feeling 
the impact of climate change in terms of 
increased instances of heat waves which are 
more intense in nature with each passing 
year, and have a devastating impact on 
human health thereby increasing the 
number of heat wave casualties.

In News:

India faces threat of deadly heat waves:  
UN report  

Correct Option: (d)98. 
Explanation:

Special Report on Global Warming of 
1.5°C

Statement 2 is correct:  Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released 
a special report Special Report on Global 
Warming of 1.5°C recently. 

Key Highlight of the report:

At current rate of emissions, the world is  
set to breach the global warming limit of 
1.5°C between 2030 and 2052.

Statement 1 is correct:  1.5 degree C rise 

in temperatures will be catastrophic for 
coastal nations and agricultural econo-
mies like India.

At present, the world is 1.2°C warmer  
compared to pre-industrial levels. 

The report focuses on the following is- 
sues:

By 2100, global mean sea level rise  
is projected to be around 0.1 metre 
lower if the global warming is restrict-
ed to 1.5°C compared to 2°C.

Adaptation needs will also be lower for  
global warming of 1.5°C. It implies that 
limiting global warming to 1.5°C com-
pared to 2°C is projected to lower the 
impacts on terrestrial, freshwater, and 
coastal ecosystems and retain more of 
their services to humans.

To limit global warming to 1.5°C,  
net-zero emissions would have to be 
achieved by 2050 and emissions would 
need to be drastically cut by at least 45 
per cent by 2030. The corresponding 
rates of reduction to limit warming to 
2°C would require a 20 per cent reduc-
tion by 2030 and net-zero emissions 
by 2075.

The report provides clarity on the  
burning question of carbon budget: 
how much carbon can we continue 
to emit if we are to abide by the Paris 
Agreement? By the end of 2017, an-
thropogenic CO2 emissions since the 
preindustrial period are estimated to 
have reduced the total carbon budget 
for 1.5°C by approximately 2200 ± 320 
GtCO2eq (gigatonne of CO2 equiva-
lent).

Currently, humans emit 42 ± 3 GtCO2  
eq per year. When researchers con-
sidered global mean surface air tem-
perature in models, they found that we 
have a budget of 580 GtCO2eq for a 50 
per cent probability of limiting warm-
ing to 1.5°C, and 420 GtCO2eq for a 
66 per cent probability. Models using 
global mean surface temperature, in-
stead, threw up remaining budgets for 
1.5°C as 770 and 570 GtCO2eq respec-
tively for 50 per cent and 66 per cent 
probabilities of limiting the tempera-
ture rise to 1.5°C.



GS SCORE 49

GS S
CORE

According to the report, while meeting  
the 1.5°C warming goal is improbable, it 
is not impossible. Meeting the objectives 
of the Paris Agreement would inevitably 
have to involve carbon dioxide removal 
from the atmosphere. All pathways, which 
limit global warming to 1.5°C or allow a 
minimal breach, project the use of carbon 
dioxide removal (CDR) to the tune of 
100–1000 Gt CO2eq over this century. It 
implies that achieving the target purely 
by reducing emission is extremely 
improbable; investment will have to 
move towards active removal through 
afforestation, carbon capture and storage, 
and other novel technologies.    

In News

1.5°C rise in temperatures will be  
catastrophic for coastal nations and 
agricultural economies like India said the 
‘Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C’ 
commissioned by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that saw 
as many as 91 authors and review-editors 
from 40 countries, convene in Incheon, 
South Korea and, assess the scientifi c 
evidence, feasibility and benefi ts from 
countries striving to keep the average 
global temperature from rising above 1.5 
C from pre-industrial times.

Correct Option: (d)99. 
Explanation:

Article 21

Article 21 says: “No person shall be  
deprived of his life or personal liberty 
except according to a procedure 
established by law”.

The Supreme Court has reaffi rmed the  
following rights as part of Article 21:

Right to live with human dignity. 

Right to decent environment  
including pollution free water and 
air and protection against hazardous 
industries.

Right to livelihood. 

Right to privacy. 

Right to shelter. 

Right to health. 

Option 4 is correct : Right to free 
education up to 14 years of age.

Right to free legal aid. 

Right against solitary confi nement. 

Right to speedy trial. 

Right against handcuffi ng. 

Right against inhuman treatment. 

Right against delayed execution. 

Option 2 is correct : Right to travel 
abroad.

Right against bonded labour. 

Right against custodial harassment. 

Right to emergency medical aid. 

Right to timely medical treatment in  
government hospital.

Right not to be driven out of a state. 

Right to fair trial. 

Right of prisoner to have necessities of  
life.

Right of women to be treated with  
decency and dignity.

Right against public hanging. 

Right to hearing. 

Option 1 is correct : Right to 
information.

Right to reputation. 

Right of appeal from a judgement of  
conviction

Right to social security and protection  
of the family

Right to social and economic justice  
and empowerment

Right against bar fetters 

Right to appropriate life insurance  
policy

Right to sleep 

Right to freedom from noise pollution 

Option 3 is correct : Right to electricity
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Correct Option: (a)100. 
Explanation:

#MeToo Campaign

The Me Too movement (or #MeToo  
movement), with many local and 
international alternatives, is a movement 
against sexual harassment and sexual 
assault.

#MeToo spread virally in October 2017  
as a hashtag used on social media in an 
attempt to demonstrate the widespread 
prevalence of sexual assault and 
harassment, especially in the workplace. It 
followed soon after the sexual misconduct 
allegations against Harvey Weinstein. 

Although it has gained popularity over  
the last two months, the initiative actually 
began 10 years ago.

Option (a) is correct : Tarana Burke, an 
African-American activist, launched 
the movement a decade ago to aid 
underprivileged women affected by 
sexual abuse. 

She was inspired after bonding with a  
young girl during a youth camp hosted by 
Just Be Inc., a nonprofi t she founded that’s 
“focused on the health, well-being, and 
wholeness of young women of color,”

In News:

#MeToo Campaign in India
**********




