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1. Consider the following: 

1. Nuclear Command Authority 

2. Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research 

3. National Disasters Management 

Authority 

4. Department of Atomic Energy 

Which of the bodies given above are headed 

by Prime Minister of India? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

2. With reference to the Indian classical dance 

Kathak, consider the following statements: 

1. It is the only classical dance of India 

having links with Muslim culture. 

2. Lucknow Gharana is associated with it. 

3. The Vaishnavite tradition of the Bhakti 

movement had a significant impact on it. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

3. Section 69 of the Information Technology 

Act, 2000, recently seen in the news is 

related to 

(a) Power to issue directions for interception 

or monitoring or decryption of any 

information through any computer 

resource 

(b) Punishment for sending offensive 

messages through communication 

service. 

(c) Declaration of Critical Information 

Infrastructure as protected system. 

(d) Provisions for the Indian Computer 

Emergency Response Team in dealing 

with cyber security 

4. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the United Nations TIR 

(Transports Internationaux Routiers) 

Convention? 

1. It facilitates the hassle free international 

carriage of goods between different 

customs offices. 

2. Goods under TIR are strictly excluded 

from inspection at border crossings. 

3. India has not yet ratified the convention. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below 

(a) 1 only   

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

5. Consider the following statements in regard 

to Community Reserves: 

1. They can be set up only in private or 

community lands. 

2. They are declared by the National Board 

for Wildlife after consultation with the 

state governments. 

3. Agricultural activities are strictly 

prohibited in the Community Reserves. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

6. Which of the following statements is not 

correct regarding Earthquakes? 

(a) The point on the surface nearest to the 

focus is called is called epicentre. 

(b) The Shadow Zone of S-Waves is larger 

as compared to that of P-Waves of 

Earthquake. 

(c) Richter Scale is used for measuring the 

intensity of an earthquake. 

(d) Earthquakes may lead to Soil 

Liquefaction, Fires and Floods. 
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7. Consider the following statements about 

Joint Maritime Surveillance system as 

recently seen in news: 

1. It is a joint maritime surveillance system 

between India and European Union. 

2. It will use constellation of low-Earth 

orbiting satellites to track movement of 

ships globally. 

3. It provides for a maritime surveillance 

centre to be set up in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3   

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

8. Recently, the government approved 

construction of the longest bridge connecting 

Dhubri and Phulbari. Which of the following 

is the current longest road bridge in India? 

(a) Bandra-Worli Sea Link 

(b) Bogibeel Bridge 

(c) Patna-Hajipur Mahatma Gandhi Setu 

(d) Dhola Sadiya Bhupen Hazarika Setu 

9. With reference to Mughal period 

'muqaddams' were: 

(a) Judicial officer at province 

(b) Head of artisan community 

(c) Worker in Mughal karkhanas 

(d) Village level officer 

10. In the context of Indian polity, consider the 

following statements regarding the doctrine 

of pleasure: 

1. It is only applicable to persons who are 

members of the All-India Services and 

Central Services not to the members of 

State services. 

2. It is used to remove Comptroller and 

Auditor General of India and Chief 

Election Commissioner from their 

office. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

11. Which of the following is/are considered as 

amendments to the Constitution under 

Article 368? 

1. Admission or establishment of new 

states. 

2. Cession of Indian territory to a foreign 

country. 

3. Settlement of a boundary dispute 

between India and another country. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

12. With respect to the national freedom 

movement, consider the following 

statements about Phoenix Settlement : 

1. It was a group of Indians, living across 

Europe, to create awareness among 

Europeans about India's cause for 

freedom. 

2. It was founded by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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13. Which among the following rights have been 

granted by the Consumer Protection Act, 

1986? 

1. Right to choose 

2. Right to consumer education 

3. Right to seek redressal 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

14. Consider the following statements regarding 

Magnetic field of Sun: 

1. Heliosphere refers to the domain of 

Sun’s magnetic field in Space. 

2. Sunspots are regions of weak magnetic 

field on the surface and appear as dark 

spots compared to their surroundings. 

3. The time period required for reversal of 

polarity of Sun’s magnetic field is more 

than that of Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

15. Consider the following statements with 

respect to Buddhist Councils: 

1. The First Buddhist Council was held at 

Rajgriha under the chairmanship of 

Gautama Buddha. 

2. The debate between followers of 

Mahayana and Hinayana traditions was 

commonly found in every Buddhist 

Council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

16. WAYU, the recently developed air filtration 

device was developed by  

(a) National Environmental Engineering 

Research Institute (NEERI)  

(b) Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO)  

(c) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

(IISc, Bangalore)  

(d) Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research(CSIR) 

17. In the context of the Indian economy and 

finance since Independence, arrange the 

following landmark events in the 

chronological sequence: 

1. Nationalization of the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI). 

2. Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) was created. 

3. The Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI) was established. 

4. The Imperial Bank of India became the 

State Bank of India (SBI). 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 2-1-3-4 

(b) 2-1-4-3 

(c) 1-4-2-3 

(d) 1-2-4-3 

18. Consider the following statements regarding 

jurisdiction of Supreme Court and High 

Court: 

1. Disputes related to the election of 

members of Parliament comes under the 

Original jurisdiction of High Court. 

2. Disputes between the two states are the 

original jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court. 

3. Both the Supreme Court and the High 

Court are Court of Records. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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19. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to Transformative Carbon Asset 

Facility (TCAF)? 

1. It supports developing countries in 

implementing and scaling up 

their Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) to accelerate the 

transition to low-carbon economies. 

2. It functions under UNEP. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.   

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

20. Remove DEBRIS as recently seen in the 

news is related to?  

(a) Removal of plastic debris from the 

oceans 

(b) Removal of space junks from earth's 

orbit 

(c) Removal of concrete debris after a 

natural disaster 

(d) Removal of huge waste pile ups from 

landfills 

21. Consider the following pairs: 

 Ancient 

Indian state/Town 

 Present  

region 

1. Mahishmati : Gangetic Plains 

2. Arikamedu : Malabar 

3. Dhanyakataka : Andhra Pradesh 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

22. Consider the following statements regarding 

Statutory Grants: 

1. Both Centre and states are empowered to 

make statutory grants for any public 

purpose. 

2. It is charged on the Consolidated Fund 

of India. 

3. It is made on the recommendation of the 

Finance Commission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Executive Power of the Union of 

India is vested in the Prime Minister. 

2. The Prime Minister is the Ex Officio 

Chairman of the Civil Services Board. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

24. With reference to the recently approved 

National Mineral Policy 2019, which of the 

following is/are correct? 

1. The primary aim of the policy is 

transparency along with social 

sustainable mining practices. 

2. It limits the role of the private sector in 

the exploration activity. 

3. It proposes to grant the status of the 

industry to mining activity 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3   

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 only 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



 

6                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                                    ©Vision IAS  

25. Consider the following pairs: 

 Newspaper/Journal  Started by 

1. Kesari : Balgangadhar 

Tilak 

2. Mirat ul akhbar : Surendranath 

Banerjea 

3. Bengalee : Motilal Gosh 

4. Swadesamitran : G Subramania 

Iyer 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

26. Recently "RISECREEK" was in the news. 

What is it? 

(a) It is a sensor used to assess the coastal 

damage along the tidal creeks. 

(b) It refers to the industry standard 

microprocessors developed under 

Project Shakti. 

(c) It refers to the one-time programmable 

chips used in the Electronic Voting 

Machines. 

(d) It is a technology developed under the 

International Solar Alliance for efficient 

utilisation of solar energy. 

27. Which of the following is/are the function/ 

functions of the Cabinet Secretariat? 

1. Preparation of agenda for Cabinet 

Meetings. 

2. Secretariat assistance to Cabinet 

Committees. 

3. Allocation of financial resources to the 

Ministries. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

28. Consider the following pairs: 

 Place in News  Country 

1. Baghouz : Syria 

2. Tikrit : Iraq 

3. Sharm-El-Sheikh : Egypt 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

29. With reference to the H1-B Visa, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The H1B visa is non-immigrant visa that 

allows U.S. employers to temporarily 

employ foreign workers in specialty 

occupations. 

2. The duration of stay is three years which 

is non-extendable. 

3. H1B visa holder can not buy or sell real 

estate or any other property in USA. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

30. In medieval India the terms Khud kashta and 

Pahi Kashta were used for: 

(a) Artisans 

(b) Peasants 

(c) Cotton merchants 

(d) Money lenders 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



 

7                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                                    ©Vision IAS  

31. Which of the following best describes enemy 

aliens of India? 

(a) Citizens of State at war with India 

(b) Citizens of India who voluntarily reside 

in or trade with state at war with India 

(c) Citizens of a state which is not 

recognised by India 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

32. 'United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

resolution 1267, frequently mentioned in the 

news, is related to:  

(a) Granting of permanent membership of 

UNSC. 

(b) Sanctions on designated individuals and 

entities to curb terrorism. 

(c) Rehabilitation of Israeli settlements in 

Palestine. 

(d) Saudi Arabia's intervention in the 

Yemen civil war. 

33. With reference to Indus Valley Civilisation, 

which city had the practice of "double 

burial"? 

(a) Kalibangan 

(b) Manda 

(c) Lothal 

(d) Dholavira 

34. Consider the following pairs: 

 Report      Published by 

1. Global Financial 

Development 

Report  

: International 

Monetary Fund 

2. Global Risks 

Report    

: World Economic 

Forum 

3. Global Financial 

Stability Report    

: The World Bank 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3  

(d) 1 only 

35. Which of the following words were present 

in Preamble at the time of enactment of the 

constitution? 

1. Fraternity 

2. Unity 

3. Socialist 

4. Secular 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

36. 'ADMM' and 'ADMM Plus' are terms often 

seen in news, in the context of: 

(a) BRICS 

(b) G 24 

(c) ASEAN 

(d) SCO 

37. Consider the following pairs of digestive 

enzymes and enzyme-secreting organs: 

 Digestive enzyme   Secreting organ 

1. Pepsin  : Pancreas 

2. Lactase  : Stomach 

3. Sucrase : Small Intestine 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) None 
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38. Regarding Know India Program, which of 

the following statements is correct?  

(a) It is a program of the Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) to give exposure to the 

youth and children of Jammu and 

Kashmir regarding socio-economic 

development taking place in other parts 

of the country. 

(b) It is a program of the Ministry of Culture 

to provide an exposure to the school 

students regarding various aspects of 

contemporary India’s forms of art, 

heritage and culture. 

(c) It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

External Affairs to make the students 

and young professionals of Indian 

Diaspora feel a sense of connect with 

their motherland. 

(d) It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Tourism to promote tourist activities in 

various theme-based circuits across the 

country. 

39. Allee effect refers to a phenomenon:  

(a) whereby at low densities, populations 

become more vulnerable to extinction.  

(b) whereby a river cannot self -clean if 

minimum ecological flows are not 

maintained.  

(c) of genetic mutation in mitochondria 

leading to rare diseases.  

(d) None of the above 

40. This Biosphere Reserve is located at the 

junction of hill ranges, with topography 

ranging from high mountains, shallow 

valleys and plains in the Chhattisgarh and 

Madhya Pradesh states of India. Moist 

deciduous forests constitute a major part of 

the area. The Biosphere Reserve is home of 

various threatened faunal species, like Four-

horned antelope, Saras crane, Asian white-

backed vulture etc. 

The above passage describes which of the 

following biosphere reserve? 

(a) Pachmarhi biosphere reserve 

(b) Achanakmar - Amarkantak biosphere 

reserve 

(c) Panna biosphere reserve 

(d) Simlipal biosphere reserve 

41. Consider the following pairs:        

 Mela/Festival  State 

1. Ambubachi mela : Rajasthan 

2. Hornbill festival : Nagaland 

3. Behdienkhlam festival : Manipur 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

42. With reference to General and Provinicial 

elections of 1945-46, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Conservative party was in power in 

Britain when elections were announced. 

2. Muslim league won all the Muslim 

constituencies in the General elections. 

3. Except Bengal and Punjab, Indian 

National Congress was able to form 

government in all the provinces. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 only 
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43. Consider the following statements with 

respect to Sunga dynasty: 

1. Under the influence of Buddhism, 

performing Brahmanical rituals like 

Ashvamedha declined during Sunga 

rule. 

2. Kalidasa's Malavikagnimitra was based 

on love story of a Sunga ruler. 

3. Sunga rulers promoted the growth of 

Sanskrit language. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

44. It is a critically endangered large migratory 

bird that breeds and winters in wetlands. It 

is known to winter at Keoladeo National 

park in India. The last documented sighting 

of them in India was during the winter 

months of 2002. 

The above passage describes which of the 

following? 

(a) Himalayan Quail 

(b) White bellied Heron 

(c) Jerdon's courser 

(d) Siberian crane 

45. With reference to the Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence, which of the statements given 

below are correct? 

1. It is the apex anti-smuggling agency of 

India. 

2. It combats the commercial frauds related 

to international trade and evasion of 

Customs duty. 

3. It is an attached office of the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

46. Which of the following statements about 

QRSAM (Quick Reach Surface-to-Air 

missiles) is/are correct? 

1. It is an indigenously developed surface 

to air missile. 

2. It uses a solid-fuel propellant. 

3. It has a strike range of 250-350 km. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

47. Fraternity Fund, often seen in the news, is 

related to 

(a) the victims of communal violence in 

India. 

(b) the rehabilitation of the people of flood 

affected regions in India. 

(c) India's contribution to the infrastructure 

development in Afghanistan. 

(d) chit funds and chit business in India. 

48. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the provisions related to 

Scheduled Castes (SCs): 

1. President, after consulting with the 

Governor of a state concerned, issues a 

notification to specify which castes are 

to be included in SCs. 

2. Any inclusion or exclusion of castes 

from the Presidential notification has to 

be done through a subsequent 

Presidential notification. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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49. Consider the following statements regarding 

'Quo-warranto': 

1. It prevents illegal usurpation of public 

office by a person. 

2. It can be sought necessarily by the 

aggrieved person. 

Which of the statements given above is /are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

50. With reference to National Green Tribunal, 

consider the following statements: 

1. The tribunal is bound by the procedure 

laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908. 

2. Members of the tribunal are not eligible 

for re-appointment. 

3. The tribunal consists of only judicial 

members. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

51. The term 'Project 75I' sometimes mentioned 

in the news, is related to: 

(a) Engagement with Central Asian 

Countries for mineral exploration 

through joint partnerships. 

(b) Program to mark 75th year of Indian 

independence in 2022. 

(c) Acquisition of diesel-electric submarines 

by Indian Navy. 

(d) Creation of a specialised force to fight 

against 75 Left Wing Extremism 

affected districts. 

52. In the context of physical geography, which 

of the following correctly describes the term 

'Ablation'? 

(a) Gradual compression and compaction of 

snowfall by the weight of further 

snowfall on top of it. 

(b) Slow downward progression of rock 

and soil on a low grade slope. 

(c) Natural loss of ice from the glacier by 

melting and evaporation. 

(d) Lifting of fine soil particles into the 

upper atmosphere by wind and drifting 

horizontally across the surface. 

53. Which of the following statements are 

correct with respect to Nagoya Protocol? 

1. It seeks to ensure access and benefit 

sharing as well as the protection of 

traditional knowledge. 

2. It extends protection to indigenous 

human genetic material. 

3. It is legally binding in nature. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

54. With reference to the ‘Asian Premium’ on 

oil imports sometimes mentioned in news, 

which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. Asian Premium makes the oil imports 

costlier for Asian countries. 

2. Asian Premium is charged by the 

International Energy Forum (IEF). 

3. Recently the oil-producing countries 

have decided to scrap the ‘Asian 

Premium’ on oil from June 2019.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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55. Consider the following statements regarding 

Deep Seabed Mining: 

1. It involves the mining of polymetallic 

nodules comprising copper, nickel and 

rare earth elements in deep sea. 

2. In high seas, it is regulated by the 

International Seabed Authority. 

3. India's rights to explore polymetallic 

nodules from the seabed in Central 

Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) have 

expired recently. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

56. Consider the following countries: 

1. Iceland 

2. Turkey 

3. Finland 

4. Norway 

5. Switzerland 

Which of the countries given above 

is/are not part of the European Economic 

Area (EEA)? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 2 and 5 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

57. Which of the following was the main reason 

behind Phulaguri Dhawa uprising of mid 

19th century? 

(a) Banning of opium cultivation 

(b) Exploitation of farmers by British Indigo 

planters 

(c) Cultural change brought by Christian 

missionaries 

(d) Doctrine of lapse policy of Lord 

Dalhousie 

58. 'Distance to Frontier', often seen in the news, 

is related to 

(a) the gap between the rich and the poor in 

a country. 

(b) the performance of an economy in 

facilitating business on different 

parameters. 

(c) the degree of volatility of the currency of 

a country. 

(d) the degree to which a country's economy 

can be affected due the spillovers from a 

war-torn neighbouring country. 

59. Consider the following statements regarding 

Convection and Advection heat transfer: 

1. While Advection refers to the vertical 

transfer of heat, Convection refers to the 

horizontal transfer of heat. 

2. While Relief rainfall is commonly 

associated with Convection, Ocean 

Currents are commonly associated with 

Advection. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

60. Which of the following states possesses 

elephant reserve(s)? 

1. Uttar Pradesh 

2. Himachal Pradesh 

3. Bihar 

4. Arunachal Pradesh 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 and 4 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 4 only 
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61. With reference to constitutional provisions 

regarding freedom of religion, consider the 

following statements:  

1. State cannot spend the public money 

from taxation for the promotion of any 

particular religion. 

2. State can impose fees to control the 

secular administration of religious 

institutions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

62. Which of the following events will not aid in 

increasing Monsoon rainfall in India? 

1. Presence of Madden-Julian Oscillation 

(MJO) over the Pacific Ocean 

2. Increased Snowfall over Tibet 

3. Southward movement of Subtropical 

Westerly Jet 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

63. Consider the following statements with 

reference to money market and capital 

market: 

1. Money market is for short-term 

borrowing and lending, while capital 

market is for long-term borrowing and 

lending. 

2. Financial instruments used in a capital 

market include stocks and bonds. 

3. In money market deposits, collateral 

loans, and bills of exchange are used. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

64. Which of the following are included in the 

category of asexual reproduction? 

1. Binary Fission 

2. Reproduction through Spore formation 

3. Budding 

Select the correct answer using code given 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

65. Project Aipan is started with an aim to revive 

Aipan, a painting art form. Consider the 

following statements with reference to 

Aipan: 

1. This painting art flourishes in Kerala. 

2. It is always done on the empty walls and 

on the ground. 

3. Red clay and white paste made from rice 

flour are used as the material. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

66. 'Ram Singh v. Union of India (2015)' is often 

seen in the news in the context of : 

(a) Reservation for Economically weaker 

sections 

(b) Freedom of speech under Article 19 

(c) Protection of Religious practices 

(d) Double jeopardy 
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67. With reference to the sulh-i-kul policy of 

Akbar consider the following statements: 

1. All religions and school of thought had 

absolute freedom of expression. 

2. The ideal of sulh-i-kul was implemented 

through state policies. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

68. Consider the following statements regarding 

Big Bang Theory about the origin of the 

universe: 

1. It advocates that at the beginning of 

Universe all the matter existed in the 

form of a singular atom with infinite 

density. 

2. According to it, the Universe has been 

expanding along with an increase in 

temperature. 

3. It predicts that the Universe will achieve 

a steady state after a certain period of 

time. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

69. Regarding Indus river dolphins, consider the 

following statements: 

1. These species are considered 

functionally blind and rely on sound to 

navigate, communicate and hunt prey. 

2. IUCN Red List has categorized them as 

Endangered. 

3. Punjab recently declared it as its state 

aquatic animal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

70. Consider the following passage: 

'It is also known as as Nila (the Nile of 

Kerala) and has its origin in the Annamalai 

Hills. It flows into the Arabian Sea and is the 

second-longest river in Kerala. Malampuzha 

dam is the largest among the reservoirs built 

across this river and its tributaries.' 

Which of the following river is being 

referred to in the above message? 

(a) Bharathppuzha 

(b) Periyar 

(c) Pamba 

(d) Kabini 

71. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Indian bronze sculpture: 

1. The earliest bronze sculpture in India is 

dated to the Vedic period. 

2. The dancing position of Shiva associated 

with the end of the cosmic world was 

depicted in Nataraja bronze sculpture. 

3. The themes of bronze sculptural 

traditions during the Vijayanagar 

Kingdom were confined to deities only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

72. With reference to sects in Jainism, consider 

the following statements: 

1. While the Digambaras believe that 

Mahavira never married, the 

Svetambaras believe that he married a 

Kshatriya woman. 

2. While the Digambaras believe that 

the Agamas, or Jain religious texts, still 

exist, the Svetambaras believe they have 

been lost in history. 

3. Both believe that women can achieve 

liberation only on being reborn as men 

first. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 
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73. Arrange the following states based on their 

formation in chronological order : 

1. Nagaland 

2. Tripura 

3. Mizoram 

4. Sikkim 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 2-1-3-4 

(b) 1-2-4-3 

(c) 3-4-1-2 

(d) 1-2-3-4 

74. Arrange the following European traders in 

the chronological order in which they came 

to India: 

1. French 

2. Dutch 

3. English 

4. Portuguese 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 4-2-3-1 

(b) 3-4-2-1 

(c) 4-1-3-2 

(d) 4- 1-2-3 

75. Which of the following features in the Indian 

Constitution are inspired by the constitution 

of the United States? 

1. Nomination of members to Rajya Sabha. 

2. Judicial review 

3. Procedure established by law 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

76. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Power Sector in India: 

1. India is currently the third largest power 

generating country in the world. 

2. Hydropower accounts for more than 

three-fourth of the total power 

generated. 

3. 3.100 percent Foreign Direct Investment 

through automatic route is allowed in the 

Power Exchanges. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 3 only 

77. With reference to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

consider the following statements: 

1. He was elected as the secretary of the 

Gujarat Sabha. 

2. He was the President of Indian National 

Congress in the famous Lahore session 

in 1929. 

3. He was the chairman of the Advisory 

Committee on Fundamental Rights, 

Minorities and Tribal and Excluded 

Areas in the constituent assembly. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

78. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Mural paintings of India: 

1. The Mural paintings of Sittannavasal 

were connected to Jain themes. 

2. Pithora wall painting is practiced among 

the Oraon tribes in Eastern India. 

3. Mural paintings in Bagh caves pertain to 

pre historic period. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are not correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 
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79. Consider the following statements about 

Global Ant Genomics Alliance (GAGA): 

1. It aims to obtain genomes of the ant 

genera across the world that helps to 

understand the ecological resilience of 

ant family. 

2. It is an affiliated project of the Earth 

BioGenome Project (EBP).  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

80. Consider the following statements in context 

of crop rotation: 

1. Leguminous crops should be planted 

before non-leguminous ones. 

2. Crops of the same family should be 

sown in succession. 

3. More exhaustive crops should be 

followed by less exhaustive crops. 

Which of the above statements are among 

the main principles of crop rotation? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

81. Which of the following statements best 

describes the 'Jan Dhan Darshak'? 

(a) A guidebook launched by the State Bank 

of India that publicizes information 

about different financial products. 

(b) A handholding service through Banking 

Correspondents to open bank accounts 

for rural masses. 

(c) A mobile application for the common 

people in locating a financial service 

touch point. 

(d) A mobile one touch SMS service to get 

bank account information for oneself. 

82. Consider the following statements regarding 

Proxy Voting: 

1. Under proxy voting, a registered elector 

can delegate his voting power to a 

representative. 

2. A Classified Service Voter can cast vote 

through a representative as well as by 

postal ballot. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

83. Consider the following statements regarding 

Social Forestry: 

1. It refers to the practice of forestry on 

lands outside the conventional forest 

area for the benefit of the communities. 

2. It includes Farm and Extension forestry 

within its scope. 

3. It is one of the components under the 

National Mission for Green India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

84. In the context of macroeconomics, the term 

depreciation can be used to mean 

(a) the loss in the value of a nation's 

currency with respect to a reference 

currency. 

(b) the decrease in the demand of a 

particular commodity. 

(c) the loss in the value of a capital asset 

due to wear and tear. 

(d) Both (a) and (c) 
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85. Consider the following statements regarding 

'Committee on Government Assurances': 

1. It examines the assurances, promises and 

undertakings given by members of 

parliament from time to time . 

2. It consists of 30 members out of which 

20 members are from Lok Sabha and 10 

from Rajya sabha. 

3. On the dissolution of the Lok Sabha all 

pending assurances that are to be 

examined by the committee lapse. 

Which of the statements given above is /are 

correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None 

86. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Board of India (IBBI)? 

1. It is a statutory authority established 

under the Companies Act, 2013. 

2. It has regulatory oversight over 

Insolvency Professional Agencies 

and Insolvency Professional Entities. 

3. Its current ex-officio members are the 

personnel of Securities and Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI). 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

87. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with reference to the Logistics sector 

in India? 

1. Indian logistics sector provides 

employment to more people than the 

Indian agricultural and allied sectors. 

2. The task of 'Integrated development of 

logistics sector' has been allocated to the 

Directorate of Logistics. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

88. With respect to the Salt Agitations in 

modern Indian history, consider the 

following statements: 

1. In the year 1844, Surat had launched an 

anti-salt tax movement. 

2. Dandi march of 1930 started from 

Sevagram. 

3. Recently National Salt Satyagraha 

Memorial was established in Gujarat. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 
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89. Freedom given to every citizen as per the 

Indian constitution to move freely 

throughout the territory of the country can be 

restricted on which of the following 

grounds?  

1. Interest of general public. 

2. If a region is suffering from severe 

natural calamity. 

3. To protect the interests of religious and 

linguistic minorities. 

4. To protect the interests of Scheduled 

Tribes. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

90. Consider the following biodiversity hotspots: 

1. Sundaland 

2. Atlantic Forest 

3. Coastal Forests of Eastern Africa 

4. Madagascar 

Which of the following is the correct west to 

east sequence of the above hotspots? 

(a) 2-3-4-1 

(b) 1-3-4-2 

(c) 2-4-3-1 

(d) 3-2-4-1 

91. With reference to the Central Vigilance 

Commission (CVC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It supervises the functioning of CBI in 

cases of corruption under the Prevention 

of Corruption Act, 1988. 

2. It has to present annually to the 

President a report on its performance. 

3. It has all the powers of a civil court. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

92. Consider the following statements about 'Ox 

bow lakes': 

1. It is a U-shaped lake that forms when a 

wide curve from the main stream of a 

river is cut off. 

2. It is associated with the old stage of 

a river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

93. Consider the following statements with 

respect to Gaganyaan, a manned Indian 

space mission: 

1. The mission will be indigenously 

developed by ISRO. 

2. The spacecraft will be placed in a low 

earth orbit of 300-400km.  

3. The programme will make India the 

fourth nation in the world to launch a 

Human Spaceflight Mission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 2 and 3 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

94. Consider the following features: 

1. Segmented body with jointed limbs 

2. Invertebrates 

3. Exoskeleton made of chitin and protein 

The features given above correspond to 

which of the following phylum? 

(a) Arthropoda 

(b) Chordata 

(c) Mollusca 

(d) Annelida 
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95. Save Our species (SOS) initiative has been 

initiated by: 

(a) Conservation International  

(b) IUCN  

(c) Birdlife International  

(d) World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 

96. Consider the following wetlands in India: 

1. Chilika Lake 

2. Loktak Lake 

3. Keoladeo National Park 

4. Tso Moriri 

Which of the wetlands given above are 

placed under the Montreaux Record of the 

Ramsar Convention? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

97. Consider the following statements regarding 

impeachment of the President: 

1. Process of impeachment to remove 

President from the office can be initiated 

only on grounds of proved misbehavior 

or incapacity. 

2. The impeachment charges can be 

initiated by either House of Parliament. 

3. The nominated members of either House 

of Parliament can not participate in the 

impeachment of the President. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

98. Consider the following statements with 

respect to electrical fuse: 

1. It works on the principle of the magnetic 

effect of the current. 

2. Greater the current lesser is the time 

taken by the fuse to blow out. 

3. High melting point and high 

conductivity are the desirable 

characteristics of an electrical fuse 

element. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

99. Consider the following scenarios: 

1. Change in ocean temperatures. 

2. Surface runoff and oceanic pollution. 

3. Overexposure to sunlight. 

4. Extreme low tides. 

Which of the factors given above can be 

responsible for coral bleaching? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

100. With reference to the West Nile Virus, 

consider the following statements: 

1. The virus belongs to the same genus 

which causes Japanese Encephalitis. 

2. The virus is transmitted to humans 

through mosquito bites. 

3. It is a single-stranded RNA virus that 

causes fever. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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ANSWERS & EXPLANATION  

GENERAL STUIDES (P) TEST – 2680 (2019) 

  
 

Q 1.D 

 Nuclear Command Authority: Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) set up in 2003 is responsible for the 

management of nuclear weapons. The NCA comprises of a Political Council and an Executive Council. 

The Political Council is chaired by the Prime Minister and "is the sole body which can authorise the use of 

nuclear weapons". The Executive Council, chaired by the National Security Adviser to the Prime 

Minister, "provides inputs for decision making by the NCA and executes the directives given to it by the 

Political Council". 

 The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), known for its cutting edge R&D 

knowledgebase in diverse S&T areas, is a contemporary R&D organization. CSIR covers a wide spectrum 

of science and technology – from radio and space physics, oceanography, geophysics, chemicals, drugs, 

genomics, biotechnology and nanotechnology to mining, aeronautics, instrumentation, environmental 

engineering and information technology. It provides significant technological intervention in many areas 

with regard to societal efforts which include environment, health, drinking water, food, housing, energy, 

farm and non-farm sectors. Its headed by PM. 

 The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE): The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) came into being 

on August 3, 1954 under the direct charge of the Prime Minister through a Presidential Order. According 

to the Resolution constituting the AEC, the Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of 

Atomic Energy is ex-officio Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission. 

 National Disaster Management Authority: National Disaster Management Authority, abbreviated as 

NDMA, is an agency of the Ministry of Home Affairs whose primary purpose is to coordinate response to 

natural or man-made disasters and for capacity-building in disaster resiliency and crisis response.NDMA 

was established through the Disaster Management Act enacted by the Government of India in 30 May 

2005.The Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairperson of the same. 

 

Q 2.D 

 The word Kathak has been derived from the word Katha which means a story. Kathakars or story-tellers 

are people who narrate stories largely based on episodes from the epics, myths and legends. 

 Statement 3 is correct: The Vaishnavite cult which swept North India in the 15th century and the 

resultant bhakti movement contributed to a whole new range of lyrics and musical forms. The Radha-

Krishna theme proved immensely popular along with the works of Mirabai, Surdas, Nandadas and 

Krishnadas.  

 Both statements 1 and 2 are correct: Kathak has emerged as a distinct dance form. Being the only 

classical dance of India having links with Muslim culture, it represents a unique synthesis of Hindu and 

Muslim genius in art. Further, Kathak is the only form of classical dance wedded to Hindustani or the 

North Indian music. Both of them have had a parallel growth, each feeding and sustaining the other. An 

important feature of Kathak is the development of different Gharanas like Lucknow, Jaipur, Raigarh, 

Banaras. Lucknow Gharana reached its peak under the reign of Nawab Wajid Ali. It puts more importance 

on expression and grace. 

 

Q 3.A 

 Section 69 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 deals with power to issue directions for 

interception or monitoring or decryption of any information through any computer resource: 
o Where the Central Government or a State Government or any of its officers specially authorised by 

the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, in this behalf may, if satisfied 

that it is necessary or expedient to do in the interest of the sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of 
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India, security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing 

incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to above or for investigation of any 

offence, it may, subject to the provisions of sub-section (2), for reasons to be recorded in writing, by 

order, direct any agency of the appropriate Government to intercept, monitor or decrypt or cause to be 

intercepted or monitored or decrypted any information generated, transmitted, received or stored in 

any computer resource. 

o The procedure and safeguards subject to which such interception or monitoring or decryption may be 

carried out, shall be such as may be prescribed. 

o The subscriber or intermediary or any person in-charge of the computer resource shall, when called 

upon by any agency referred to in sub-section (1), extend all facilities and technical assistance to- 

 provide access to or secure access to the computer resource generating, transmitting, receiving or 

storing such information; or 

 intercept, monitor, or decrypt the information, as the case may be; or 

 provide information stored in computer resource. 

 The subscriber or intermediary or any person who fails to assist the agency referred to in sub-

section (3) shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and 

shall also be liable to fine. 

 Recently in December 2018, the government has empowered 10 central agencies to monitor and decrypt 

any information on any computer in India. The order authorizes the Intelligence Bureau, Narcotics 

Control Bureau, Enforcement Directorate, Central Board of Direct Taxes, Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence, Central Bureau of Investigation, National Investigation Agency, Cabinet Secretariat 

(R&AW), Directorate of Signal Intelligence (for service areas of Jammu and Kashmir, North-East and 

Assam only) and the Commissioner of Police, Delhi, to track content ―generated, received and stored" in 

any computer belonging to any individual or organization. 

 

Q 4.A 

 The Convention on International Transport of Goods Under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR 

Convention) is a multilateral treaty that was concluded at Geneva on 14 November 1975 to simplify 

and harmonise the administrative formalities of international road transport. (TIR stands for 

"Transports Internationaux Routiers" or "International Road Transports".) The 1975 convention replaced 

the TIR Convention of 1959, which itself replaced the 1949 TIR Agreement between a number of 

European countries 

 Statement 1 is correct: The TIR Convention facilitates the international carriage of goods from one 

or more customs offices of departure to one or more customs offices of destination (up to a total of 

four customs offices departure and destination) and through as many countries as necessary. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: As a rule, the vehicle remains sealed throughout the TIR transport and, 

thus, goods are generally not inspected at border crossings. However, customs authorities remain 

entitled to perform inspections whenever they suspect irregularities or randomly. The Convention 

applies to transports with road vehicles, combinations of vehicles as well as containers and allows for the 

use of the TIR Carnet for all modes of transport, provided that some portion of the journey is made by 

road. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: India in June 2017 became the 71st country to ratify the United Nations 

TIR (Transports Internationaux Routiers) Convention, a move that will help boost trade through smoother 

movement of goods across territories. The ratification is a part of India‘s multi-modal transport strategy 

that aims to integrate the economy with global and regional production networks through better 

connectivity. 

 

Q 5.A 

 Conservation reserves and community reserves in India are terms denoting protected areas of India which 

typically act as buffer zones to or connectors and migration corridors between established national parks, 

wildlife sanctuaries and reserved and protected forests of India. Such areas are designated as conservation 

areas if they are uninhabited and completely owned by the Government of India but used for subsistence 

by communities and community areas if part of the lands are privately owned. 

 These protected area categories were first introduced in the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act of 2002 

− the amendment to the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. These categories were added because of reduced 

protection in and around existing or proposed protected areas due to private ownership of land, and land 

use.  
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 Community Reserves are declared for the purpose of protecting fauna, flora and traditional or cultural 

conservation values and practices. Recognizing communities can take positive action to conserve natural 

resources, the law calls for according official recognition to such efforts. 

 Statement 1 is correct: Community Reserves can be declared by the State Government in any private or 

community land, not comprised within a National Park, Sanctuary or a Conservation Reserve, where an 

individual or a community has volunteered to conserve wildlife and its habitat. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: Community Reserves are declared by the state governments. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: As in the case of a Conservation Reserve, the rights of people living inside a 

Community Reserve are not affected hence agricultural activities are not prohibited in the community 

reserves. 

 

Q 6.C 

 The point where the energy is released is called the focus of an earthquake, alternatively, it is called the 

hypocentre. The energy waves travelling in different directions reach the surface. The point on the 

surface, nearest to the focus, is called epicentre. It is the first one to experience the waves. It is a point 

directly above the focus. Hence, option (a) is correct. 

 The zone where earthquake waves are not reported is called ‗Shadow Zone‘. As per the study of different 

events, it has been observed that seismographs located at any distance within 105° from the epicentre, 

recorded the arrival of both P and S-waves. However, the seismographs located beyond 145° from 

epicentre, record the arrival of P-waves, but not that of S-waves. Thus, a zone between 105° and 145° 

from epicentre is shadow zone for both the types of waves. The entire zone beyond 105° does not receive 

S-waves. The shadow zone of S-wave is much larger than that of the P-waves. Hence, option (b) is 

correct. 
 The earthquake events are scaled either according to the magnitude or intensity of the shock. The 

magnitude scale is known as the Richter scale. The magnitude relates to the energy released during the 

quake. The intensity scale is named after Mercalli, an Italian seismologist. Hence, option (c) is not 

correct. 
 Earthquake is a natural hazard. The following are the immediate hazardous effects of earthquake - Ground 

Shaking, Soil liquefaction, Ground lurching, Avalanches, Floods from dam and levee failures, Fires, 

Tsunami etc. Hence, option (d) is correct. 

 

Q 7.C 

 Statement 1 is not correct: National space agency ISRO and its French counterpart CNES set up a 

joint maritime surveillance system in India in May 2019. Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The two nations will explore putting up a constellation of low-Earth orbiting 

satellites that will identify and track movement of ships globally – and in particular, those moving in the 

Indian Ocean region where France has its Reunion Islands. 

 Before that, they will initially share data from their present space systems and develop new algorithms to 

analyse them, according to the Paris based National Centre for Space Studies. The agreement comes a 

year after the broad collaboration plan the two governments initiated during French President Emmanuel 

Macron‘s visit in March last 2018. 

 

Q 8.D 

 The Bandra–Worli Sea Link is a cable-stayed bridge with pre-stressed concrete-steel viaducts on either 

side that links Bandra in the Western Suburbs of Mumbai with Worli in South Mumbai (5.6 Km). 

 Bogibeel bridge is a combined road and rail bridge over the Brahmaputra river in the north eastern Indian 

state of Assam between Dhemaji district and Dibrugarh district. Bogibeel river bridge is the longest rail-

cum-road bridge in India measuring 4.94 kilometres over the Brahmaputra river. 

 Mahatma Gandhi Setu (also called Gandhi Setu or Ganga Setu) is a bridge over the river Ganges 

connecting Patna in the south to Hajipur in the north of Bihar. Its length is 5,750 metres (18,860 ft) and it 

is the second longest river bridge in India. 

 The Dhola–Sadiya Bridge, also referred to as the Bhupen Hazarika Setu is a beam bridge in India, 

connecting the northeast states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge spans the Lohit River, a 

major tributary of the Brahmaputra River, from the village of Dhola (Tinsukia District) in the south to 

Sadiya to the north. At 9.15 kilometres in length, it is the longest bridge in India. 
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Q 9.D 

 To collect land revenue properly certain officials were there in Mughal empire from Sarkar to 

village level. The panchayat was headed by a headman known as muqaddam or mandal. 

 Some sources suggest that the headman was chosen through the consensus of the village elders, and that 

this choice had to be ratified by the zamindar. Headmen held office as long as they enjoyed the confidence 

of the village elders, failing which they could be dismissed by them 

 The chief function of the headman was to supervise the preparation of village accounts, assisted by the 

accountant or patwari of the panchayat. 

 

Q 10.D 

 Statement 1 is not correct: Doctrine of pleasure means all the persons who are members of the All-India 

Services and Central Services hold office during the pleasure of the President. Similarly, the personnel of 

the state services hold office during the pleasure of the governor. So this doctrine is also applicable to 

persons of the state services. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: Doctrine of pleasure is not applicable for Comptroller and Auditor General of 

India (CAG) and Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). Though they are appointed by the President, they 

may be removed from their office only on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity on the 

resolution for the same being passed by the parliament with a special majority. 

 

Q 11.C 

 Statement 1 is not correct: The Constitution (Article 4) declares that laws made for admission or 

establishment of new states (under Article 2) and formation of new states and alteration of areas, 

boundaries or names of existing states (under Articles 3) are not to be considered as amendments of the 

Constitution under Article 368. This means that such laws can be passed by a simple majority and by the 

ordinary legislative process. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The Supreme Court held that the Indian territory can be ceded to a foreign state 

only by amending the Constitution under Article 368. Consequently, the 9th Constitutional Amendment 

Act (1960) was enacted to transfer the said territory to Pakistan and 100th Constitutional Amendment Act 

(2015) was enacted to exchange enclaves with Bangladesh. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: The Supreme Court in 1969 ruled that the settlement of a boundary dispute 

between India and another country does not require a constitutional amendment. It can be done by 

executive action as it does not involve a cession of Indian territory to a foreign country. 

 

Q 12.A 

 When Gandhi decided that the Indian Opinion, his weekly paper, should be printed at a farm away 

from the city, he purchased an estate in Natal province, fourteen miles from Durban (South Africa). 

This would be a place where everyone would labour, and draw the same salary. He called this the 

Phoenix Settlement. It was desolate, overgrown with grass and trees, snake infested and suffered from 

severe winters as well as water scarcity. In this inhospitable area came and settled some Englishmen, a 

few Tamil and Hindi speaking people, one or two Zulus, and six Gujaratis. 

 Gandhi could not actually live on the land for long, but would visit it at frequent intervals. His visits were 

special occasions which the children of the Settlement eagerly looked forward to. He would laugh and 

play with them. The settlers would prepare special dishes, Gandhi relishing good food in those days, and 

eat together on Sundays. The press-workers did all the work in the press themselves, bringing out the 

Indian Opinion. On nights when the final printing was done, they would need to stay up all night. To 

encourage them, kheer would be served 
 

Q 13.D 

 The rights of consumers provided under the Act are: 

o Right to Safety: It is the right to be protected against the marketing of goods and services which are 

hazardous to life and property. 

o Right to Information: It is the right of consumers to be informed about the quality, quantity, potency, 

purity, standard and price of goods or services, with a view to protecting the consumer against unfair 

trade practices. 

o Right to Choose: The right to choose can be made meaningful by ensuring access to a variety of 

goods and services at competitive prices. 

o Right to Represent: It is right to be heard and to be assured that consumer‘s interests will receive due 

consideration at appropriate forums. 
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o Right to Redressal: It is a right to seek redressal against unfair trade practices or restrictive trade 

practices or unscrupulous exploitation of consumers. 

o Right to Education: The right to consumer education is a right which ensures that consumers are 

informed about the practices prevalent in the market and the remedies available to them. 

 

Q 14.A 

 The Sun generates a magnetic field that extends out into space. However, the sun's magnetic field changes 

both its shape and intensity over the surface, and over time, much more rapidly. 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Heliosphere is often described as a kind of bubble that contains our solar 

system. It is the domain of the Sun‘s magnetic influence, which extends beyond Pluto and is caused by the 

Sun‘s solar winds. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: Sunspots form on the surface of the Sun due to strong magnetic field lines 

coming up from within the Sun through the solar surface and appear visibly as dark spots compared to 

their surroundings. These sunspots which can become many times bigger than the Earth are always dark 

because they are much cooler than the surrounding surface of the Sun itself. A big sunspot can have a 

temperature of 3700°C. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: The Sun's magnetic field changes polarity approximately every 11 years.  It 

happens at the peak of each solar cycle as the sun's inner magnetic dynamo re-organizes itself. On the 

other hand, Earth has settled in the last 20 million years into a pattern of a pole reversal about every 

200,000 to 300,000 years, although it has been more than twice that long since the last reversal. 
 

Q 15.D 

 The first Buddhist Council was held at Rajagraha under the chairmanship of Mahakasapa immediately 

after the death of Buddha. Its purpose was to maintain the purity of the teachings of the Buddha. Hence 

statement 1 is not correct. 
 The second Buddhist Council was convened at Vaisali around 383 B.C. The third Buddhist Council was 

held at Pataliputra under the patronage of Asoka. Moggaliputta Tissa presided over it. The final version of 

Tripitakas was completed in this council. The fourth Buddhist Council was convened in Kashmir by 

Kanishka under the chairmanship of Vasumitra. Asvagosha participated in this council. The new 

school of Buddhism called Mahayana Buddhism came into existence during this council. The 

Buddhism preached by the Buddha and propagated by Asoka was known as Hinayana. So, during the 

earlier Buddhist Councils the debate between followers of Hinayana and Mahayana sects was not found as 

the Mahayana tradition as a different sect did not come into existence. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 
 

Q 16.A 

 The National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur-based laboratory of 

the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), has developed a device to address air pollution 

at high traffic zones like traffic intersections and parking areas. 

 The device, which brings together developments in chemistry, physics and micro-meteorology on a single 

platform, consists of two stages. In the first stage, a fan sucks air around the device and pollutants like 

dust and particulate matter are separate using three filters of different dimensions. 

 After this, the air is led into a specially designed chamber where carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons 

content in the air are oxidized into less harmful carbon dioxide using activated carbon coated with 

titanium dioxide. The oxidation is supported by two ultraviolet lamps. 

 The purified air is then ejected with force into the atmosphere so as to help dilute pollutant content in the 

outside air. Its removal efficiency for particulate matter is around 80 to 90 percent and of the poisonous 

gases 40 to 50 percent. It is 5.5 feet tall and one foot wide. 
 

Q 17.C 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India was established on April 12, 1992, in accordance with the 

provisions of the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992. 

 The Parliament of India passed the Life Insurance Corporation Act on the 19th of June 1956, and the Life 

Insurance Corporation of India was created on 1st September, 1956. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of the State Bank of India Act of 1955, the Reserve Bank of India, which is 

India's central bank, acquired a controlling interest in the Imperial Bank of India. On 1 July 1955, the 

Imperial Bank of India became the State Bank of India. 
 The Reserve Bank of India was established following the Reserve Bank of India Act of 1934. Though 

privately owned initially, it was nationalized in 1949 and since then fully owned by Government of 

India (GoI). 
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Q 18.D 

 Statement 1 is correct: Original jurisdiction means the power to hear the appeal in the first instance, not 

by way of appeal. Original jurisdiction of High Court extends to –• Matters of admiralty, will, marriage, 

divorce, company laws and contempt of court.• Disputes related to election of members of Parliament and 

State legislature ( Article 329(b)).• Regarding revenue matter or an act ordered or done in revenue 

collection.• Enforcement of fundamental rights of citizens.• Cases ordered to be transferred from 

subordinate court involving the interpretation of the constitution to its own file.• The four High Courts 

(Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and Delhi) have original civil jurisdiction in cases of higher value. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Original Jurisdiction of Supreme Court extends to the disputes between– • Centre 

and one or more states• Centre and any state or states on one side and one or more states on other side• 

Between two or more states( Article 131) 

 Statement 3 is correct: Jurisdiction and powers of Supreme court are – • Original jurisdiction• Writ 

jurisdiction• Appellate jurisdiction• Advisory jurisdiction• Court of record ( Article 129)• Power of 

judicial review• Other powers  

 Jurisdiction and power of High court are – • Original jurisdiction• Writ jurisdiction• Appellate 

jurisdiction• Supervisory jurisdiction• Control over subordinate courts• Court of record ( Article 215)• 

Power of judicial review 

 

Q 19.A 

 Statement 1 is correct and Statement 2 is not correct: The World Bank’s Transformative Carbon 

Asset Facility (TCAF) supports developing countries in establishing and implementing market-based 

climate change mitigation mechanisms by providing results-based financing for proven emission 

reductions achieved at sectoral level. TCAF supports developing countries in planning, implementing, 

and scaling up their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to accelerate the transition to 

low-carbon economies. As well, TCAF helps shape international carbon markets for the post-Kyoto era. 

 The TCAF will fund emission reduction activities using broad-based programmes to overcome the 

project-based approach, achieving a transformative effect in partner countries. The funded measures are 

integrated into the respective national climate change strategies, thus boosting national climate change 

mitigation effort and securing a lasting contribution to achieving climatically sound sustainable 

development. 

 Transformative Carbon Asset Facility is an international finance facility piloting innovative, results-based 

carbon market mechanism set up at Paris Climate Change summit 2015. 

 

Q 20.B 

 The RemoveDEBRIS mission, scheduled to be launched later this year, is being led by the Surrey Space 

Centre (SSC) at the University of Surrey, UK, and is co-funded by the European Commission and other 

partners, including prominent European space companies and institutions. 

 Once the main RemoveDEBRIS satellite platform is in orbit, it will showcase four methods of 

capturing artificial debris targets. The targets will be two CubeSats (miniaturized satellites 

provided by the SSC) that will be carried inside the main platform. 
 The first demonstration involves a net that will be deployed (net capture) at the target CubeSat. 

 The second experiment will see the use of a harpoon, which will be launched at a target plate made of 

―representative satellite panel materials". This will be a first-of-its-kind harpoon capture in orbit. 

 The third experiment using the other CubeSat involves vision-based navigation. Using cameras and 

LiDAR (light detection and ranging), the platform will send data about the debris back to the ground for 

processing. 

 The final experiment will see the RemoveDEBRIS spacecraft deploy a large drag sail to speed up its de-

orbiting process. As it enters Earth‘s atmosphere, the spacecraft will burn up, leaving no debris behind. 

 

Q 21.B 

 Mahishmati was a city of Ancient India located in present-day Madhya Pradesh. Ujjain was the capital 

of the northern part of the Avanti kingdom and Mahishmati was the capital of the southwest of Avanti 

Kingdom. The city of Mahishmati occurs in many epic stories. There was also a claim that ‗Haihayahs‘ 

named five tribes ruled the Mahishmati kingdom. Its present name is Maheshwar. Maheshwar is a 

beautiful town on the banks of river Narmada and a tourist destination. 

 Arikamedu, located south of Puducherry on the right bank of Ariyankuppam River was used as a port 

for trading with the Romans and the Greco-Romans. An ancient Chola coin dating back to 1 B.C. suggests 

involvement of Cholas in various port related activities. Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu 
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was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded goods from distant lands. A massive brick structure, which 

may have been a warehouse, was found at the site. 

 Dhanyakataka was located in the Deccan region. After the decline of the Mauryas, the later 

Satavahanas chose Dharanikota or Dhanyakataka near Amaravati as their capital. 
 

Q 22.C 

 Statement 1 is not correct: Statutory Grants under Article 275 empowers the Parliament to make grants 

to the states which are in need of financial assistance and not to every state whereas Discretionary Grants 

under Article 282 empowers both the Centre and the states to make any grants for any public purpose, 

even if it is not within their respective legislative competence. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Different grants may be fixed for different states and these grants are charged on 

the Consolidated Fund of India every year. Apart from this general provision, the Constitution also 

provides for specific grants for promoting the welfare of the scheduled tribes in a state or for raising the 

level of administration of the scheduled areas in a state including the State of Assam (Article275(1)). 

 Statement 3 is correct: The statutory grants under Article 275 (both general and specific) are given to the 

states on the recommendation of the Finance Commission. 

Q 23.D 

 Statement 1st is not correct as all executive actions of the Government of India are formally taken in the 

name of President. 

 Statement 2nd  is not correct as the Cabinet secretary is the ex- officio chairman of the civil services 

board. 

 

Q 24.B 

 Statement 1 is correct: The aim of National Mineral Policy 2019 is to have a more effective, meaningful 

and implementable policy that brings in further transparency, better regulation and enforcement, balanced 

social and economic growth as well as sustainable mining practices. 

 The National Mineral Policy 2019 includes provisions which will give boost to mining sector such as 

introduction of Right of First Refusal for RP/PL holders, encouraging the private sector to take up 

exploration auctioning in virgin areas for composite RP cum PL cum ML on revenue share basis, 

encouragement of merger and acquisition of mining entities and transfer of mining leases and creation of 

dedicated mineral corridors to boost private sector mining areas. Hence statement 2 is not correct . 

 Statement 3 is correct: The 2019 Policy proposes to grant status of industry to mining activity to boost 

financing of mining for private sector and for acquisitions of mineral assets in other countries by private 

sector. 

  It also mentions that Long term import export policy for mineral will help private sector in better 

planning and stability in business The Policy also mentions rationalize reserved areas given to PSUs 

which have not been used and to put these areas to auction, which will give more opportunity to private 

sector for participation The Policy also mentions to make efforts to harmonize taxes, levies & royalty with 

world benchmarks to help private sector 

Q 25.B 

 Name of the newspaper(s) Founded by or run by 

1. The Hindu and Swadesamitran G subramania Iyer 

2. Kesari and Mahratta Balgangadhar Tilak 

3. Bengalee Surendranath Banerjea 

4. Amrita Bazar Patrika Sisir Kumar Gosh and Motilal Gosh 

5. Sudharak G.K. Gokhale 

6. Mirat ul akhbar Raja Rammohan Roy  

7. Voice of India Dadhabai Naoroji 

8. Hindustani and Advocate G P Varma 
 

Q 26.B 

 RISECREEK: Computer scientists from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras have developed 

the first of family of six industry-standard microprocessors under Project Shakti (which started in 

2014 as an IIT-Madras initiative and a part of it is funded by Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology). The initial batch of 300 chips have been named RISECREEK and have 

been fabricated at Intel‘s facility at Oregon, US for free to run Linux operating system. The IIT team says 

its microprocessors can be adapted by others, as the design is open source. They optimise power use and 

compete with international units such as the Cortex A5 from Advanced RISC Machines (ARM). 
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Q 27.C 

 The Cabinet Secretariat is under the direct charge of the Prime Minister. The administrative head of the 

Secretariat is the Cabinet Secretary who is also the ex-officio Chairman of the Civil Services Board. 

 The Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for the administration of the Government of India (Transaction of 

Business) Rules, 1961 and the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules 1961, facilitating 

smooth transaction of business in Ministries/Departments of the Government by ensuring adherence to 

these rules.  

 The Cabinet Secretariat ensures that the President, the Vice President and Ministers are kept informed of 

the major activities of all Ministries/Departments by means of monthly summary of their 

activities. Management of major crisis situations in the country and coordinating activities of various 

Ministries in such a situation is also one of the functions of the Cabinet Secretariat.  

 The secretarial assistance provided by Cabinet Secretariat to the Cabinet and Cabinet committees, 

includes: 

o Convening of the meetings of the Cabinet on the orders of the Prime Minister.  

o Preparation and circulation of the agenda. 
o Circulating papers related to the cases on the agenda. 

o Preparing a record of discussions taken. 

o Circulation of the record after obtaining the approval of the Prime Minister. 

o Watching implementation of the decisions taken by the Cabinet. 

 The Cabinet Secretariat is the custodian of the papers of the Cabinet meetings. 

 The Cabinet Secretariat is seen as a useful mechanism by the departments for promoting inter-Ministerial 

coordination since the Cabinet Secretary is also the head of the civil services. While each Ministry is 

responsible for acting on its own for expeditious implementation of Government policies, plans and 

programmes, where inter-Ministerial cooperation is involved, they often seek the assistance of the Cabinet 

Secretariat. The inter-Ministerial problems are dealt with in the meetings of the Committees of Secretaries 

(COS). Committees are constituted for discussing specific matters and proposals emanating from various 

Secretaries to the Government and meetings are held under the chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary. 

These committees have been able to break bottlenecks or secure mutually supporting inter-Ministerial 

action. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 Alllocation of financial resources is done by the Finance Ministry in consonance with the priorities 

presented in the budget. 

 

Q 28.D 

 Baghouz: This is the only place in Syria where ISIS has control in the syrian region. The Islamic 

State, which at its peak controlled territories straddling the Iraq-Syria border of the size of Great Britain, 

is now fighting for this half a square kilometre in eastern Syria. 

 Sharm-El-Sheikh: Recently in news for the Sharm-El-Sheikh declaration of the UN Biodiversity 

conference COP14 in Egypt. The Theme of the declaration was ―Mainstreaming of biodiversity in the 

energy and mining; processing industry; infrastructure and health sectors‖ 

 Tikrit: In recent years the city in Iraq has been the site of conflict cumulating in the Second Battle of 

Tikrit from March through April 2015, resulting in the displacement of 28,000 civilians. The Iraqi 

government regained control of the city from the Islamic State on March 31, 2015.  

 

Q 29.A 

 The H1B visa is an employment-based, non-immigrant visa for temporary workers It is a visa in the 

United States under the Immigration and Nationality Act that allows U.S. employers to temporarily 

employ foreign workers in specialty occupations. A specialty occupation requires the application of 

specialized knowledge and a bachelor's degree or the equivalent of work experience. Hence, statement 1 

is correct. 
 The duration of stay is three years, extendable to six years; after which the visa holder may need to 

reapply. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 The spouse and unmarried children (under the age of 21) of H1B professionals are allowed to stay in the 

United States under a dependent category called the H4 visa for the same duration as the H1B status. 

 Permanent Residence: An H1B holder is eligible to seek permanent residency (Green Card) to the USA. 

The H1B visa holder can buy or sell real estate or any other property in the USA. The H1B visa holder 

can purchase lottery tickets H1B visa holder can invest in the stock market as well. Hence, statement 3 is 

not correct. 
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Q 30.B 

 Sources of the seventeenth century refer to two kinds of peasants – khud-kashta and pahi-

kashta. The former were residents of the village in which they held their lands. The latter were non-

resident cultivators who belonged to some other village, but cultivated lands elsewhere on a contractual 

basis. People became pahi-kashta either out of choice – for example, when terms of revenue in a distant 

village were more favourable – or out of compulsion – for example, forced by economic distress after a 

famine 

 

Q 31.D 

 An enemy alien not only subjects of a state at war with India but also Indian Citizens who 

voluntarily reside in or trade with such a state. 

 All the rights given to foreigners in India are denied to alien enemies of India. 

 A person shall not be a citizen of India by virtue of this section if at the time of his birth if his father or 

mother is an enemy alien and the birth occurs in a place then under occupation by the enemy. 

 

Q 32.B 

 Recently, The proposal to designate Masood Azhar under the 1267 Sanctions Committee of the UN 

Security Council was moved by France, UK and the US. However, the proposal was blocked by China. 

China in the past also has blocked India's bids to get Azhar listed as a UN-designated global terrorist. 

 A UNSC designation subjects terrorists to an assets freeze, travel ban and an arms embargo. An assets 

freeze under the Sanctions Committee requires that all states freeze without delay the funds and other 

financial assets or economic resources of designated individuals and entities. The travel ban entails 

preventing the entry into or transit by all states through their territories by designated individuals. Under 

the arms embargo, all states are required to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale and transfer from 

their territories or by their nationals outside their territories, or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms 

and related material of all types, spare parts, and technical advice, assistance, or training related to 

military activities, to designated individuals and entities. 

 

Q 33.C 

 The burials in the Harappan period were all in brick or stone lined rectangular or oval pits. The body was 

usually interred clothed shrouded or in a wooden coffin in the north south direction in a straight direction. 

It was important that the body did not come into contact with the ground. The only evidence of wooden 

coffins is the presence of a wooden stain in the body of the corpse. The bodies of the individuals were 

usually buried with their jewellery which usually consisted of bangles made from shell, steatite beads, etc, 

and the men usually wore earrings. Copper mirrors have been found only amongst the bodies of the 

females which show specificity of grave goods by gender. 

 A few unique burials were found in the grave sites of Lothal, Ropar, and Rojdi. In Ropar a man was found 

buried with a dog. In Rodji two infants were found buried beneath the floor of a house. In Lothal three 

double burials have been found. There are some examples from Lothal of pairs of skeletons with a male 

and a female each buried together. Hence option (c) is correct.. The unique burials in this site show that 

not all burials were solely centred on social hierarchy and status. 

 

Q 34.B 

 The World Economic Forum publishes a comprehensive series of reports which examine in detail the 

broad range of global issues it seeks to address with stakeholders as part of its mission of improving the 

state of the world. Besides reports on its key events and standalone publications such as the Global 

Competitiveness Report, the Global Risks Report and the Global Gender Gap Report, the Forum produces 

landmark titles covering the environment, education, individual industries and technologies. Hence, pair 

2 is correctly matched. 
 World Economic Outlook & Global Financial Stability Report are published by the International 

Monetary Fund. Hence, pair 3 is not correctly matched. 

 Global Financial Development Report is published by World Bank. Hence, pair 1 is not correctly 

matched. 

 

Q 35.A 

 The preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that sets out the guiding 

purpose, principles and philosophy of the constitution. Preamble gives an idea about the following : 
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o the source of the constitution, 

o nature of Indian state 

o a statement of its objectives and 

o the date of its adoption. 

 The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‗Objectives Resolution‘, drafted and moved by 

Pandit Nehru, and adopted by the Constituent Assembly. It has been amended by the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act (1976), which added three new words —socialist, secular and integrity. 

 We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST, 

SECULAR, DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLIC and to secure to all of its citizens; 

 JUSTICE social, economic and political; 

 LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

 EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;and to promote among them all; 

 FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation; In our 

Constituent Assembly, this 26th day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO 

OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 

 

Q 36.C 

 ASEAN Defence Minister's Meeting: The ADMM and ADMM-Plus serve as key Ministerial-level 

platforms in the regional security architecture, promoting strategic dialogue and practical 

cooperation between ASEAN and its partners. The objectives of the ADMM-Plus are as follows: 

 To benefit ASEAN member countries in building capacity to address shared security challenges, while 

cognizant of the differing capacities of various ASEAN countries; 

o To promote mutual trust and confidence between defence establishments through greater dialogue and 

transparency; 

o To enhance regional peace and stability through cooperation in defence and security, in view of the 

transnational security challenges the region faces; 

o To contribute to the realization of an ASEAN Security Community which, as stipulated in the Bali 

Concord II, embodies ASEAN‘s aspiration to achieve peace, stability, democracy and prosperity in 

the region where ASEAN member countries live at peace with one another and with the world at 

large; 

o To facilitate the implementation of the Vientiane Action Programme, which calls for ASEAN to build 

a peaceful, secure and prosperous ASEAN, and to adopt greater outward-looking external relation 

strategies with our friends and Dialogue Partners. 

 India is a participant in these Defence Level Ministerial Meetings. 

 

Q 37.A 

 The process of digestion allows large food particles to be broken down into nutrient molecules that are 

small enough for intestines to absorb. The activity of digestive enzymes is a driving force in breaking 

down the foods we consume. These enzymes come from a variety of sources as food moves through your 

digestive tract. 

 Salivary Glands: Although food stays in mouth for a relatively short time, carbohydrate digestion begins 

here. Saliva contains an enzyme called salivary amylase, which initiates the digestion of starch into 

maltose. 

 Stomach: Glands within stomach secrete gastric juice, a fluid containing hydrochloric acid and a protein-

digesting enzyme known as pepsin. Unlike other digestive enzymes that are inactive in a highly acidic 

environment, pepsin becomes active in the presence of acid. This enzyme serves to break down large 

protein molecules into smaller fragments known as peptides. Hence, pair 1 is not correctly matched. 

 Pancreas: Pancreas secretes enzymes into your small intestine that digest starches, fats and peptides. 

Specifically, pancreatic amylase completes the digestion of starches, begun in mouth, to release 

molecules of maltose, while pancreatic lipase breaks down fats into fatty acids and monoglycerides. A 

number of proteases and peptidases secreted by pancreas into small intestine further break down proteins 

into peptides and large peptides into smaller peptides. 

 Small Intestine: The remainder of digestive enzymes comes from the cells lining small intestine. These 

enzymes include maltase, lactase and sucrase that digest maltose to two glucose units, lactose to glucose 

plus galactose and sucrose to glucose plus fructose, respectively. Hence, pair 3 is correctly matched and 

pair 2 is not correctly matched. 
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Q 38.C 

 The Know India Programmes (KIP) is an important initiative of the Government of India with an aim to 

engage and make the students and young professionals of Indian Diaspora, in the age group of 18 to 

30years, feel a sense of connect with their motherland, to be motivated and inspired by transformational 

changes taking place in India and to give them an exposure to various aspects of contemporary India‘s 

forms of art, heritage and culture. 

 KIP provide a unique forum for students & young professionals of Indian origin to visit India, share their 

views, expectations & experiences and to develop closer bonds with the contemporary India. Know India 

Programme is organized by the Ministry of External Affairs. 

 

Q 39.A 

 Allee effects are broadly defined as a decline in individual fitness at low population size or density, 

that can result in critical population thresholds below which populations crash to extinction. As 

such, they are very relevant to many conservation programmes, where scientists and managers are often 

working with populations that have been reduced to low densities or small numbers. 

 There are a variety of mechanisms that can create Allee effects, including mating systems, predation, 

environmental modification, and social interactions among others. The abrupt and unpredicted collapses 

of many exploited populations is just one illustration of the need to bring Allee effects to the forefront of 

conservation and management strategies. 

 

Q 40.B 

 The Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve is the most dramatic and ecologically diverse landscape 

in the Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh states of India. It is one of the less developed and least disturbed 

areas in both states. It encompasses most of the original natural and cultural features. 

 The Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve is located at the junction of hill ranges, with topography 

ranging from high mountains, shallow valleys and plains. Moist deciduous forests constitute 63% of the 

area. It is very rich in flora and fauna due to its tropical moist deciduous vegetation which covers the 

majority of the area and tropical dry deciduous vegetation to its southern part, minimum disturbed 

landscapes, endemism and genetic variation. In animals, there are 327 species belonging to 256 genera of 

invertebrate and vertebrate fauna besides many taxonomically undescribed species. The Biosphere 

Reserve is home of 67 threatened faunal species, belonging to various categories of global threats as per 

IUCN 2001 categorization like Four-horned antelope, Indian wild dog, Saras crane, Asian white-backed 

vulture, Sacred grove bush frog. 

 

Q 41.A 

 The Ambubachi Mela: The Ambubachi Mela is an annual Hindu mela held at Kamakhya Temple in 

Guwahati, Assam. It is the celebration of the yearly menstruation course of goddess Kamakhya. It is 

believed that the presiding goddess of the temple, Devi Kamakhya, the Mother Shakti, goes through her 

annual cycle of menstruation during this time stretch. Significance: It is considered as an auspicious 

period when women pray for fertility and celebrate child bearing capabilities of women. It also marks as 

an occasion to promote awareness about menstrual hygiene.  

 Hornbill festival: The Hornbill Festival is a celebration held every year from 1-10 December, 

in Nagaland, Northeast India. It is also called the 'Festival of Festivals'. Hornbill Festival showcases a 

melange of cultural displays under one roof with an aim to revive and protect the rich culture of Nagaland 

and display its extravaganza and traditions.  

 Behdienkhlam festival: Most popular festival of the Jaintia tribe, Behdienkhlam is celebrated in the 

month of July for good health, property and bumper harvest. Although Behdienkhlam is celebrated all 

over the Jaintia hills (Meghalaya), the main spectacle happens in the town of Jowai. The non-Christian 

‗Pnar‘ people who believe either in the traditional faith of ‗Niamtre‘ or Hinduism observe this festival.  

 

Q 42.B 

 The Labour Party came to power in the United Kingdom after its unexpected victory in the July 1945 

general election. Party leader Clement Attlee became Prime Minister replacing Winston Churchill in late 

July. They announced an election for British India. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 General elections were held in British India in December 1945 to elect members of the Central Legislative 

Assembly and the Council of State.The Indian National Congress emerged as the largest party, winning 

59 of the 102 elected seats.The Muslim League won all Muslim constituencies but failed to win any other 
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seats. (Hence statement 2 is correct) Of the 13 remaining seats, 8 went to Europeans, 3 to independents, 

and 2 to Akali candidates in the Sikh constituencies of Punjab. 

 In the 1946 provincial elections, The Congress formed its ministries in Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Central 

Provinces, Madras, NWFP, Orissa and United Provinces. The Muslim League formed its ministries in 

Bengal and Sind. A coalition consisting of the Congress, Unionist Party and the Akalis was formed in 

Punjab. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 

 

Q 43.B 

 The founder of the Sunga dynasty was Pushyamitra Sunga, who was the commander-in-chief under the 

Mauryas. He assassinated the last Mauryan ruler Brihadratha and usurped the throne. Pushyamitra was a 

staunch follower of Brahmanism. He performed two asvamedha sacrifices. In the cultural sphere, the 

Sungas revived Brahmanism and horse sacrifice. They also promoted the growth of Vaishnavism 

and the Sanskrit language. In short, the Sunga rule was brilliant anticipation of the golden age of 

the Guptas. Hence statement 1 is not correct and statement 3 is correct. 
 Malavikagnimitra is a five-act drama written by Kalidasa in the 5th century CE. The story is a light tale 

set in a harem, and, unlike Kalidasa‘s other works, it sustains a playful and comical mood throughout. It 

concerns the machinations of King Agnimitra of Sunga dynasty to win Malavika, a female dance 

student with whom he is in love. Hence statement 2 is correct. 
 

Q 44.D 

 Siberian cranes are a large, strikingly majestic migratory bird that breeds and winters in wetlands. They 

are known to winter at Keoladeo National park in India, The last documented sighting of them in India 

was during the winter months of 2002. 

 This critically endangered species is now found only in two populations, the Eastern (Siberia to China) 

and the Western. All but a few existing birds belong to the eastern population, which breed in north-

eastern Siberia and spend their winter along the middle Yangtze River in China. The western population 

winters at a single site along the south coast of the Caspian Sea in Iran and breeds just south of the Ob 

River east of the Ural Mountains in Russia. 

 THREATS: Habitat loss, especially due to changing hydrology caused by water diversions and conversion 

of wetlands, illegal take including hunting, trapping and poisoning, pollution and environmental 

contamination. 

 

Q 45.B 

 The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence is the apex anti-smuggling agency of India. It is tasked with 

detecting and curbing smuggling of contraband, including drug trafficking and illicit international trade in 

wildlife and environmentally sensitive items, as well as combating commercial frauds related to 

international trade and evasion of Customs duty. Hence, statement 1 and statement 2 are correct. 

 The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence functions under the Central Board of Excise and Customs in the 

Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue. Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 

 The Directorate is run by officers from Central Excise and Customs. Though its early days were 

committed to combating smuggling in of gold, it has now tuned itself to the changing nature of crimes in 

the field of narcotics and economic crimes. 

 

Q 46.B 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO, recently successfully test fired indigenously 

developed Quick Reach Surface-to-Air missiles, QRSAMs. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 DRDO-designed QR-SAM missile uses solid fuel propellant and has a stated range of strike range of 25-

30 km. Hence, statement 2 is correct and statement 3 is not correct. 

 A QRSAM is different from normal air defence system, as this is an all-weather, all-terrain missile with 

electronic counter measures against jamming by aircraft radars. 

 It is a highly mobile air defence system which has a capability of engaging multiple targets. The 

indigenously developed QRSAM will replace the 'Akash' missile defence system which is on its way out 

due to technological obsolescence. Truck-mounted canister makes the missile system increase the 

mobility of the missile system ten fold over Akash Air Defence System. 

 Air Defence Systems comes in following categories 1) Quick reaction Range Surface to Air Missile 

(QRSAM), 2) Short Range Surface to Air Missile (SRSAM), 3) Medium Range Surface to Air Missile 

(MRSAM) and 4) Long Range SAM (LRSAM) which can handle multi-threat level but also is more 

robust to deal with various types of Aerial Threat . 
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Q 47.D 

 The Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given approval to introduce the Chit 

Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2018 in Parliament.This is being done to facilitate orderly growth of the chit 

funds sector and remove bottlenecks being faced by the industry, thereby enabling people access to a 

bigger basket of financial products. For this purpose, amendments would be made to the Chit Funds Act, 

1982. One of the amendments is the use of the words ―Fraternity Fund‖ for chit business in the Act, to 

signify its inherent nature, and distinguish its working from ‗Prize Chits‘ which are banned under a 

separate legislation. 

 Hence, option (d) is correct. 
 

Q 48.A 

 In order to realise the objectives of equality and justice as laid down in the Preamble, the Constitution 

makes special provisions for the scheduled castes (SCs), the scheduled tribes (STs), the backward classes 

(BCs) and the Anglo-Indians. 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Constitution does not specify the castes or tribes which are to be called the 

SCs or the STs. It leaves to the President the power to specify as to what castes or tribes in each state and 

union territory are to be treated as the SCs and STs. In case of the states, the President issues the 

notification after consulting the governor of the state concerned. 

 Statement 2 is not correct:  Any inclusion or exclusion of any caste or tribe from Presidential 

notification can be done only by the Parliament and not by a subsequent Presidential notification. The lists 

of the SCs or STs vary from state to state and union territory to union territory. 

 

Q 49.A 

 In the literal sense, it means ‗by what authority or warrant‘. It is issued by the court to enquire into the 

legality of claim of a person to a public office. Hence, it prevents illegal usurpation of public office by a 

person. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 The writ can be issued only in case of a substantive public office of a permanent character created by a 

statute or by the Constitution. 

 Unlike the other four writs, this can be sought by any interested person and not necessarily by the 

aggrieved person. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 

Q 50.C 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) was established in the year 2010 under the National Green Tribunal 

Act (2010) for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural resources. National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a statutory body 

established under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases 

relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources including 

enforcement of any legal right relating to the environment. The tribunal consists of a chairman, Judicial 

members (at least 10 and maximum 20) and Expert members (at least 10 and maximum 20), appointed by 

the Central government. Only a Judge of the Supreme Court or a Chief Justice of a High court can be 

appointed as the chairman. The chairman and members of the Tribunal hold office for a term of 5yrs and 

are not eligible for re-appointment. Hence, statement 2 is correct.  

 The Tribunal is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental 

disputes involving multi-disciplinary issues. It is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of 

Civil Procedure, 1908, but is guided by principles of natural justice. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall provide speedy environmental justice 

and help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts. The Tribunal is mandated to make an 

endeavor for disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of the filing of the same. 

 Initially, the Tribunal is proposed to be set up at five places of sittings and will follow a circuit procedure 

for making itself more accessible. New Delhi is the Principal Place of sitting of the Tribunal and Bhopal, 

Pune, Kolkata and Chennai are the other four places of sitting of the Tribunal. In addition to the 

Chairperson, the Tribunal consists of judicial members and expert members. Hence, statement 3 is not 

correct.  
  

Q 51.C 

 Project 75 India (P-75I) is follow-on of the Project 75 for Kalvari-class submarines for the Indian Navy. 

Under this project, the Indian Navy intends to acquire six diesel-electric submarines, which will also 

feature Advanced Air-independent propulsion (AIP) systems to enable them to stay submerged for longer 
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duration and substantially increase their operational range. Six Scorpene-class submarines are currently 

being built under 'Project 75' of the Indian Navy. The submarines, designed by French firm Naval 

Group are being built by Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai. The first of these, INS Kalvari was 

commissioned in Dec 2017 and the second INS Khanderi is undergoing sea trials while the third INS 

Karanj is under construction. 

 The P75I project is part of a 30-year submarine building plan that ends in 2030. According to this, India 

has to build 24 submarines — 18 conventional submarines and six nuclear-powered submarines (SSNs). 

This is the second project under the MoD‘s ambitious Strategic Partnership (SP) model that envisages 

indigenous manufacturing of major defence platforms by an Indian SP who will collaborate with a foreign 

OEM [original equipment manufacturer] to set up production facilities in the country. 

 

Q 52.C 

 Ablation: It is the natural removal of snow or ice from the surface of a glacier or snowfield. This can 

occur through melting or sublimation and, at or near the snout of a glacier, it can also occur by calving. 

 The zone, over the glacier surface, within which the loss of ice takes place, as compared to the previous 

year‘s surface, is called the Ablation Zone. It is highly dirty and rubble covered and often the glacier 

surface is marked by meltwater ponds, or even occasionally with the presence of the supra-glacial lake. 

 Most glaciers receive more inputs and accumulation in their upper reaches and lose more mass by ablation 

in their lower reaches. The Equilibrium Line Altitude (ELA) marks the area of the glacier separating the 

accumulation zone from the ablation zone, and where annual accumulation and ablation are equal 

 Glacier accumulation: The key input to a glacier is precipitation. This can be ―solid precipitation‖ 

(snow, hail, freezing rain) and rain. Over time, the snowfall is gradually compressed and compacted by 

the weight of further snowfall on top it. The edges of the snowflake gradually lose their tips and shape, 

becoming first granular ice, then firn, and finally glacial ice. 

 Downhill creep/ Soil creep: It is the slow downward progression of rock and soil down a low-grade 

slope. 

 Saltation - The major fraction of soil moved by wind or water is through the process of saltation. In 

saltation, fine soil particles are lifted into the air by the wind and drift horizontally across the surface 

increasing in velocity as they go. Soil particles moved in this process of saltation can cause severe damage 

to the soil surface and vegetation. They travel approximately four times longer in distance than in height. 

When they strike the surface again they either rebound back into the air or knock other particles into the 

air. 

Q 53.A 

 Statement 3 is correct: The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 

Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS) to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity is a supplementary agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity. It is legally 

binding and provides a transparent legal framework for the effective implementation of one of the three 

objectives of the CBD: the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic 

resources. 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Nagoya Protocol on ABS was adopted on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan 

and entered into force on 12 October 2014. it applies to genetic resources that are covered by the CBD, 

and to the benefits arising from their utilization. The Nagoya Protocol also covers traditional 

knowledge (TK) associated with genetic resources that are covered by the CBD and the benefits arising 

from its utilization. It addresses traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources with provisions 

on access, benefit-sharing and compliance. It also addresses genetic resources where indigenous and local 

communities have the established right to grant access to them. Contracting Parties are to take measures to 

ensure these communities‘ prior informed consent, and fair and equitable benefit-sharing, keeping in mind 

community laws and procedures as well as customary use and exchange. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: The parties to the protocol have decided not to include human genetic 

resources within the ambit of the protocol. 
 

Q 54.A 

 Statement 1 is correct: Asian Premium is an extra charge being collected by OPEC countries from Asian 

countries when selling oil in comparison to western countries. 

 The Asian Premium has its origins in the late 1980s when Saudi Arabia, the de-facto OPEC leader, 

adopted a marker based price system for its oil exports – West Texas Intermediate (WTI) for the US, 

Brent for Europe and Dubai/Oman for Asia. 
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 Statement 2 is not correct: It is charged by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC). 

 Statement 3 is not correct: India is coordinating with China and other Asian countries to voice against 

the "Asian Premium", in order to scrap the discriminatory treatment. 

 

Q 55.A 

 Statement 1 is correct: Deep seabed mining is a mineral retrieval process that takes place on the ocean 

floor. It involves mining the floor of the world's seas which is scattered with vast beds of black potato-

shaped polymetallic nodules comprising copper, nickel, cobalt, manganese, iron and rare-earth elements. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The research and exploration of deep seabed mining is governed by the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) with the International Seabed Authority (ISA) as 

the regulating authority. In India, Ministry of Earth Sciences acts as the nodal agency for deep seabed 

mining. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: India is the first country to have received the status of a pioneer investor in 

1987 and was allocated an exclusive area in Central Indian Ocean Basin by United Nations (UN) for 

exploration and utilization of nodules. India’s exclusive rights to explore polymetallic nodules from 

seabed in Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) have been extended by five years in 2017. These rights 

are over 75000 sq. km of area in international waters allocated by International Seabed Authority for 

developmental activities for polymetallic nodules. 

 

Q 56.C 

 The European Economic Area (EEA) The EEA includes EU countries and also Iceland, Liechtenstein 

and Norway. It allows them to be part of the EU‘s single market. 

 The EEA Agreement guarantees equal rights and obligations within the internal market for individuals 

and economic operators in the EEA. It provides for the inclusion of EU legislation covering the four 

freedoms — the free movement of goods, services, persons and capital — throughout the 31 EEA States. 

In addition, the Agreement covers cooperation in other important areas such as research and development, 

education, social policy, the environment, consumer protection, tourism and culture, collectively known 

as ―flanking and horizontal‖ policies. The Agreement guarantees equal rights and obligations within the 

Internal Market for citizens and economic operators in the EEA. The EEA Agreement also states that 

when a country becomes a member of the European Union, it shall also apply to become party to the EEA 

Agreement (Article 128), thus leading to an enlargement of the EEA. 

 The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union of 28 countries. It operates an internal (or 

single) market which allows free movement of goods, capital, services and people between member states. 

 EU countries: 
 The EU countries are: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the 

UK. 

 Switzerland is neither an EU nor EEA member but is part of the single market - this means Swiss 

nationals have the same rights to live and work in the UK as other EEA nationals. 

 Turkey is also not a member of EU or EEA. 
 

Q 57.A 

 The revolt, known as 'Phulaguri Dhawa', in which a British official was killed and several police officers 

were injured, was triggered by a ban imposed on opium cultivation and proposed taxation on betel 

leaf and nut. Phulaguri Dhawa is one of the significant moments of India‘s struggle for freedom. The 

genesis of the Phulaguri Dhawa (1861) uprising has been traced to the British government's direction to 

the local administration to conduct a feasibility study on the possibility of imposition of tax on betel leaf 

cultivation which was extensive in the district. The possibility of imposition of another tax, close on the 

heels of a ban on opium cultivation in 1860, triggered the simmering discontent into a full-blown 

rebellion. On October 18, 1861, a large number of peasants killed then deputy commissioner Lt Singer 

at Phulaguri, which is nearly 105km east of Guwahati while protesting against the ban on poppy 

cultivation. 

 

Q 58.B 

 Distance to frontier score illustrates the distance of an economy to the "frontier," which represents the best 

performance observed on each Doing Business topic across all economies and years included since 2005. 
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An economy's distance to frontier is indicated on a scale from 0 to 100, where 0 represents the lowest 

performance and 100 the frontier. For example, a score of 75 in 2012 means an economy was 25 

percentage points away from the frontier constructed from the best performances across all economies and 

across time. A score of 80 in 2013 would indicate the economy is improving. Hence, option (b) is 

correct. 

Q 59.B 

 Statement 1 is not correct and statement 2 is correct: The process of Convection involves transfers 

heat in the vertical plane. Heated particles expand, causing them to decrease in density; these particles 

become more buoyant than surrounding particles, causing them to rise. As they rise, their heat is 

transferred to cooler portions of the medium located above them. It is commonly associated with vertical 

movement of Air Currents. One of the major manifestations of Convection heat transfer includes Relief 

rain which is formed when the air is forced to cool when it rises over relief features in the landscape such 

as hills or mountains. As it rises it cools, condenses and forms rain. The process of Advection refers to the 

transfer of heat through the horizontal plane. It is commonly associated with horizontal movement of air, 

Ocean Currents etc. 

Q 60.A 

 The Indian elephant (Elephas maximus) occurs in the central and southern Western Ghats, North-east 

India, eastern India and northern India and in some parts of southern peninsular India. It is included in 

Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and in Appendix I of the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES). Following is the list of Elephant 

reserves in the country. 
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Q 61.C 

 Statements 1 and 2 are correct: The constitution prohibits levying a tax for promotion or maintenance of 

any particular religion. But it does not prohibit putting a fee on any religious services. This is because the 

purpose of the fee is to control secular administration of religious institutions. 

 

Q 62.D 

 The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) is an oceanic-atmospheric phenomenon which affects weather 

activities across the globe including Monsoons. It can be defined as an eastward moving 'pulse' of clouds, 

rainfall, winds and pressure near the equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. 

 The journey of MJO goes through eight phases. When it is over the Indian Ocean during the Monsoon 

season, it brings good rainfall over the Indian subcontinent. On the other hand, when it witnesses a longer 

cycle and stays over the Pacific Ocean, MJO brings bad news for the Indian Monsoon. Hence, statement 

1 is not correct. 
 The Tibetan plateau, heats up during summer and thereby establishes an atmospheric circulation that is 

conducive for the monsoon. As the vast Tibetan plateau, high up in the mountains, warms during the 

summer months, it heats the air above, which then rises and creates an areas of low pressure. That belt of 

low pressure takes in moisture from the oceans, thus initiating the monsoon. However, increased snowfall 

in Tibet will reduce the temperature and consequently weaken the atmospheric circulation which is 

conducive for the Monsoon. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 The Subtropical Westerly Jet Stream maintain a high pressure over the North Indian Plain and inhibits the 

formation of Monsoons. It is only after the northward movement of Subtropical Westerly Jet Stream, 

leads to formation of a zone of low pressure, which attracts inflow of Monsoon winds. Any, southward 

movement of Subtropical Westerly Jet will lead to formation of High pressure in North India and inhibit 

the formation of Monsoons. Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

Q 63.D 

 The buyers of securities in the capital market tend to use funds that are targeted for longer-term 

investment. Capital markets are risky markets and are not usually used to invest short-term funds. Many 

investors access the capital markets to save for retirement or education, as long as the investors have long 

time horizons, which usually means they are young and are risk takers. 

 While investors are willing to take on more risk and have patience to invest in capital markets, money 

markets are a good place to "park" funds that are needed in a shorter time period - usually one year or 

less. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 The financial instruments used in capital markets include stocks and bonds, but the instruments used in 

the money markets include deposits, collateral loans, acceptances and bills of exchange. Hence, 

statements 2 and 3 are correct. 
 Institutions operating in money markets are central banks, commercial banks and acceptance houses, 

among others. 

 

Q 64.D 

 Asexual reproduction produces offspring that are genetically identical to the parent because the offspring 

are all clones of the original parent. This type of reproduction occurs in prokaryotic microorganisms 

(bacteria) and in some eukaryotic single-celled and multi-celled organisms. Animals may reproduce 

asexually through fission, budding, fragmentation, or parthenogenesis. 
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 Fission: Fission, also called binary fission, occurs in prokaryotic microorganisms and in some 

invertebrate, multi-celled organisms. After a period of growth, an organism splits into two separate 

organisms. Some unicellular eukaryotic organisms undergo binary fission by mitosis. In other organisms, 

part of the individual separates, forming a second individual. Hence, option 1 is correct. 

 Budding: Budding is a form of asexual reproduction that results from the outgrowth of a part of a cell or 

body region leading to a separation from the original organism into two individuals. Budding occurs 

commonly in some invertebrate animals such as corals and hydras. In hydras, a bud forms that develops 

into an adult, which breaks away from the main body; whereas in coral budding, the bud does not detach 

and multiplies as part of a new colony. Hence, option 3 is correct. 

 Fragmentation: Fragmentation is the breaking of the body into two parts with subsequent regeneration. If 

the animal is capable of fragmentation, and the part is big enough, a separate individual will regrow. 

Many sea stars reproduce asexually by fragmentation. 

 Spore formation: Spore formation is a method of asexual reproduction which is found in non flowering 

plants such as fungi (Rhizopus) and bacteria. In this method of reproduction, the parent plant produces 

hundreds of tiny spores which can grow into new plants. Hence, option 2 is correct. 

 

Q 65.B 

 Aipan is a traditional folk art specifically made by women of Uttarakhand. This art is done on the 

floor over a brick red background with a white paste made out of rice flour. The typical art is done 

on all special occasions and household ceremonies and rituals. 
 It is believed that these motifs evoke divine power which brings good fortune and wards off evil. 

 Uttarakhand Aipan painting has its unique identity which is always done on the empty walls and on 

the ground which is a symbol of fortune and fertility. The art form is used to decorate floors and walls 

at the Puja room (place of worship) and an entrance of homes and practiced by many other communities 

of the different region. 

 

Q 66.A 

 Option A is correct: President gave assent to The Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 2019 (124th 

Constitution Amendment Bill) to provide 10% reservation in government jobs and educational institutions 

to the economically weaker sections (EWS) among those who are not covered under any reservation plan. 

 The Act amends Article 15 to enable the government to take special measures (not limited to reservations) 

for the advancement of ―economically weaker sections‖ (EWS). Up to 10% of seats may be reserved for 

such sections for admission in educational institutions. Such reservation will not apply to minority 

educational institutions. 

 The amendment adds Article 16(6) which permits the government to reserve up to 10% of all posts for the 

―economically weaker sections‖ of citizens. 

 In Ram Singh v. Union of India (2015), SC asserted that social deficiencies may exist beyond the 

concept of caste (e.g. economic status/gender identity as in transgenders). Hence, there is a need to evolve 

new yardsticks to move away from a caste-centric definition of backwardness, so that the list remains 

dynamic and most distressed can get the benefit of affirmative action. 

 In M. Nagaraj v. Union of India (2006), a Constitution Bench ruled that equality is part of the basic 

structure of the Constitution. The 50% ceiling is a constitutional requirement without which the structure 

of equality of opportunity would collapse. 

 

Q 67.A 

 Abu‘l Fazl describes the ideal of sulh-i kul (absolute peace) as the cornerstone of enlightened rule. In 

sulh-i kul all religions and schools of thought had freedom of expression but on condition that they did not 

undermine the authority of the state or fight among themselves. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 The ideal of sulh-i kul was implemented through state policies. The nobility under the Mughals was a 

composite one comprising Iranis, Turanis, Afghans, Rajputs, Deccanis – all of whom were given positions 

and awards purely on the basis of their service and loyalty to the king. Further, Akbar abolished the tax on 

pilgrimage in 1563 and jizya in 1564 as the two were based on religious discrimination. Instructions were 

sent to officers of the empire to follow the precept of sulh-i kul in administration. Hence statement 2 is 

correct. 
 

Q 68.B 

 The most popular argument regarding the origin of the universe is the Big Bang Theory. It is also called 

expanding universe hypothesis. It considers the following stages in the development of the Universe -: 
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o In the beginning, all matter forming the universe existed in one place in the form of a ―tiny ball‖ 

(singular atom) with an unimaginably small volume, infinite temperature and infinite density. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 
o At the Big Bang the ―tiny ball‖ exploded violently. This led to a huge expansion. It is now generally 

accepted that the event of big bang took place 13.7 billion years before the present. The expansion 

continues even to the present day. As it grew, some energy was converted into matter. There was 

particularly rapid expansion within fractions of a second after the bang. Thereafter, the expansion has 

slowed down. Within first three minutes from the Big Bang event, the first atom began to form. 

o Within 300,000 years from the Big Bang, temperature dropped to 4,500K and gave rise to atomic 

matter. The universe became transparent. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

o The expansion of universe means increase in space between the galaxies. Big Bang doesn‘t predict 

that the Universe will achieve a steady state after a certain amount of time. Hence, statement 3 is not 

correct. 
 An alternative to this was Hoyle‘s concept of steady state. It considered the universe to be roughly the 

same at any point of time. 

 

Q 69.D 

 Indus river dolphins are one of only four river dolphin species and subspecies in the world that spend all 

of their lives in freshwater.They are believed to have originated in the ancient Tethys Sea. When the sea 

dried up approximately 50 million years ago, the dolphins were forced to adapt to its only remaining 

habitat—rivers. They have adapted to life in the muddy river and are functionally blind. They rely on 

echolocation to navigate, communicate and hunt prey including prawns, catfish and carp. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 
 Only 1,816 exist today in the lower parts of the Indus River in Pakistan. Their IUCN status is 

Endangered. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 Punjab recently has declared the endangered Indus river dolphin as state aquatic animal. It is also the 

National Mammal of Pakistan. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 Like other freshwater dolphins, the Indus river dolphin is an important indicator of the health of a river. 

 

Q 70.A 

 The Bharathappuzha also known as Nila, & the Nile of Kerala. It is the second-longest river in Kerala, 

after the Periyar River. The word "Nila" indicates the culture more than just a river. Nila has groomed the 

culture and life of south Malabar part of Kerala. It has its origin in the Annamalai Hills and empties into 

the Arabian Sea at Ponnani. 

 It is extensively dammed and there are six reservoirs along the course of the river, and two more are under 

construction. Malampuzha dam is the largest among the reservoirs built across Bharathapuzha and its 

tributaries. Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

 

Q 71.A 

 Indian sculptors had mastered the bronze medium and the casting process as much as they had mastered 

terracotta sculpture and carving in stone. The ‘lost-wax’ process for casting was learnt as long ago as 

the Indus Valley Culture. Along with it was discovered the process of making alloy of metals by mixing 

copper, zinc and tin which is called bronze. Perhaps the ‗Dancing Girl‘ in tribhanga posture from 

Mohenjodaro is the earliest bronze sculpture datable to 2500 BCE. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 The well-known dancing figure of Shiva as Nataraja was evolved and fully developed during the Chola 

Period. Shiva is associated with the end of the cosmic world with which Nataraja dancing position 

is associated. The back left hand carries agni (fire) in a vessel or in his hand. The flames represent the 

destructive energy with which Nataraja dances at the end of each cosmic age, cleansing sins and removing 

illusion. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 During the sixteenth century, known as the Vijayanagar Period in Andhra Pradesh, the sculptors 

experimented with portrait sculpture in order to preserve knowledge of the royal patron for posterity. The 

Vijayanagar bronzes carry on the Chola tradition of casting gods' images but introduced some 

stylistic changes of their own. At Tirupati, life size standing portrait statues were cast in bronze, 

depicting Krishnadevaraya with his two queens, Tirumalamba and Chinnadevi. The sculptor has 

combined the likeness of the facial features with certain elements of idealisation. The idealisation is 

further observed in the manner the physical body is modelled to appear imposing as well as graceful. The 

standing king and queens are depicted in praying posture, that is, both hands held in the namaskara 

mudra. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 
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Q 72.B 

 Jains are divided into two major sects: the Digambara (meaning sky clad) sect and the Svetambara 

(meaning white clad) sect. Each of these sects is also divided into subgroups. 

 Unlike the Svetambara the Digambara monks live completely naked. This is because Digambaras believe 

that one can only lead the life of a true monk by having no worldly possessions, and by demonstrating 

indifference to earthly emotions such as shame. Nuns of both groups are clothed. 

 Digambara monks are not allowed any possessions, not even begging bowls and so can only receive gifts 

in their cupped hands. Svetambara monks can have a few possessions such as simple white clothing, a 

begging bowl, a brush to remove insects from their path, books and writing materials. 

 The Digambara also believe that the perfect saint needs no food to stay alive, and that Mahavira 

never married. The Svetambara believe that he married a woman of the Kshatriya caste and had a 

daughter with her before renouncing the world and becoming a monk. 
 The texts containing the teachings of Mahavira are called the Agamas, and are the canonical literature - 

the scriptures - of Svetambara Jainism. Mahavira's disciples compiled his words into texts or sutras, and 

memorised them to pass on to future generations. 

 The texts had to be memorised since Jain monks and nuns were not allowed to possess religious books as 

part of their vow of non-acquisition, nor were they allowed to write. 

 As centuries passed some of the texts were forgotten, and others were misremembered. Then came a 

particular disruption around 350 BC when a famine killed off many Jain monks, and with them the 

memory of many Jain texts. 

 The Digambara sect believes that during this famine all the Agamas were lost; the Svetamabara sect 

believes that the majority of these texts survived. Both sects agree that a group of texts called the 

Purvas were lost in the famine. 

 The Digambara Jain sect believes that women cannot achieve liberation without being reborn as 

men first. The Svetambara sect disagrees. Digambara Jains hold this view because they believe that 

nakedness is an essential element of the road to liberation. Since women are not allowed to be naked in 

public they cannot achieve liberation directly. 

 

Q 73.B 

 In 1963, the State of Nagaland was formed by taking the Naga Hills and Tuensang area out of the state of 

Assam. 

 In 1972, the political map of Northeast India underwent a major change. Thus, the two Union Territories 

of Manipur and Tripura and the Sub-State of Meghalaya got statehood and the two union territories of 

Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh (originally known as North-East Frontier Agency—NEFA) came into 

being. With this, the number of states of the Indian Union increased to  (Manipur 19th, Tripura 20th and 

Meghalaya 21st). 

 In 1974, Sikkim expressed its desire for greater association with India. Accordingly, the 35th 

Constitutional Amendment Act (1974) was enacted by the parliament. This amendment introduced a new 

class of statehood under the constitution by conferring on Sikkim the status of an ‗associate state‘ of the 

Indian Union. For this purpose, a new Article 2A and a new schedule (Tenth Schedule containing the 

terms and conditions of association) were inserted in the Constitution. This experiment, however, did not 

last long as it could not fully satisfy the aspirations of the people of Sikkim. In a referendum held in 1975, 

they voted for the abolition of the institution of Chogyal and Sikkim becoming an integral part of India. 

Consequently, the 36th Constitutional Amendment Act (1975) was enacted to make Sikkim a full-fledged 

state of the Indian Union (the 22nd state). 

 In 1987, three new States of Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Goa came into being as the 23rd, 24th and 

25th states of the Indian Union respectively. 

 

Q 74.A 

 The first Portuguese encounter with the subcontinent was on 20 May 1498 when Vasco da Gama reached 

Calicut on Malabar Coast. 

 The people of Holland (present Netherlands) are called the Dutch. Next to the Portuguese, the Dutch set 

their feet in India. Historically the Dutch have been experts in sea trade. In 1602, the United East India 

Company of the Netherlands was formed and given permission by the Dutch government to trade in the 

East Indies including India. 
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 In 1608 AD, the British East India Company sent Captain William Hawkins to the court of the Mughal 

emperor Jahangir to secure royal patronage. He succeeded in getting royal permit for the Company to 

establish its factories at various places on the Western coast of India. Then in 1615 AD, Sir Thomas Roe 

was sent by Emperor James I of England to Jahangir‘s court, with a plea for more concession for the 

Company. Roe was very diplomatic and thus successfully secured a royal charter giving the Company 

freedom to trade in the whole of the Mughal territory. 

 The last European people to arrive in India were the French. The French East India Company was formed 

in 1664 AD during the reign of King Louis XIV to trade with India. In 1668 AD the French established 

their first factory at Surat and in 1669 AD established another French factory at Masaulipatam. In 1673 

AD the Mughal Subedar of Bengal allowed the French to set up a township at Chandernagore. 

 

Q 75.C 

 Sources of the Constitution: 

 Sources  Features Borrowed 

1. Government of India Act of 

1935  

Federal Scheme, Office of governor, Judiciary, Public Service 

Commissions, Emergency provisions and administrative details. 

2. British Constitution Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative procedure, 

single citizenship, cabinet system, prerogative writs, parliamentary 

privileges and bicameralism. 

3. US Constitution Fundamental rights, independence of judiciary, judicial review, 

impeachment of the president, removal of Supreme Court and high 

court judges and post of vice president. 

4. Irish Constitution Directive Principles of State Policy, nomination of members to 

Rajya Sabha and method of election of President  

5. Canadian Constitution Federation with a strong Centre, vesting of residuary powers in the 

Centre, appointment of state governors by the Centre, and advisory 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

6. Australian Constitution      Concurrent List, freedom of trade, commerce and intercourse, and 

joint sitting of the two Houses of Parliament. 

7. Weimar Constitution of 

Germany      

Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency. 

8. Soviet Constitution  Fundamental duties and the ideal of justice (social,economic and 

political) 

9. Japanese Constitution         Procedure established by Law.  

 

Q 76.C 

 With a production of 1,423 Billion Units in FY 2016, India was the third largest producer and the third 

largest consumer of electricity in the world, behind China (6,015 BU) and the United States (4,327 

BU). Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 India‘s electricity production grew 34% over seven years to 2017, and the country now produces more 

energy than Japan and Russia, which had 27% and 8.77% more electricity generation capacity installed, 

respectively, than India seven years ago. 

 India's electricity sector is dominated by fossil fuels, and in particular coal, which in 2017-18 produced 

about three fourths of all electricity. However, the government is pushing for increased investment in 

renewable energy. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 The FDI allowed through automatic route in the Power Exchanges registered under the Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (Power Market) Regulations, 2010 is 49 percent. Hence, statement 3 is not 

correct. 
 

Q 77.C 

 Vallabhbhai was a mature young man of twenty-two when he matriculated. Owing to the impecunious 

circumstances of the family, higher education was not within his reach. The next best thing was to take a 

course in law and set up as a country lawyer. This he did and established a small practice at Godhra. With 

an impregnable composure for which he became known later, he did not show grief but went on with the 

cross-examination in hand. He finally sailed for England in 1910 and joined the Middle Temple. Here he 

worked so hard and conscientiously that he topped in Roman Law, securing a prize, and was called to the 

Bar at the end of two years instead of the usual period of three years. He accepted Mahatma Gandhi's 
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leadership, having been tremendously impressed by the fearless lead that Mahatma Gandhi gave to right 

public wrongs. In 1917 he was elected for the first time as the Sanitation Commissioner of Ahmedabad. 

From 1924 to 1928 he was Chairman of the Municipal Committee. The years of his association with the 

Municipal administration were marked by much meaningful work for the improvement of civic life. Work 

was done to improve water supply, sanitation and town planning and the Municipality was transformed, 

from being a mere adjunct to the British rule, into a popular body with a will of its own. There were also 

calamities like the plague in 1917 and famine in 1918, and on both occasions, Vallabhbhai did important 

work to relieve distress. In 1917 he was elected Secretary of the Gujarat Sabha, a political body 

which was of great assistance to Gandhiji in his campaigns. Hence statement 1 is correct. 
 The association with Mahatma Gandhi became closer during the Kheda Satyagraha in 1918, which was 

launched to secure exemption from payment of the land revenue assessment since the crops had failed. It 

took three months of intense campaigning that was marked by arrests, seizures of goods, chattels, 

livestock and much official brutality before relief was secured from an unwilling Colonial Government. 

Vallabhbhai was given the title of "Sardar" by the nation after the Bardoli Satyagraha. In March 1931 

Vallabhbhai presided over the 46th session of the Indian National Congress which was called upon to 

ratify the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which had just then been concluded.  Lahore session in 1929 was presided 

by Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru.  Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 In the Constituent Assembly of India, Sardar Patel held some key positions including that of the Chairman 

of two important committees: Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities and Tribal and 

Excluded Areas and Provincial Constitution Committee. During the Committee Stages and the Debates in 

the Constituent Assembly, he was opposed to including separate electorates in the Indian Constitution and 

advocated for the strong central government. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 

Q 78.D 

 Statement 1 is correct: The paintings of Ajanta, Bagh and Badami represent the classical tradition of the 

North and the Deccan at its best. Sittannavasal and other centres of paintings show the extent of its 

penetration in the South. The paintings of Sittannavasal were intimately connected with Jain themes and 

symbology, but enjoy the same norm and technique as that of Ajanta. The contours of these paintings 

were firmly drawn dark on a light red ground. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: Pithora wall painting is practised extensively among the Rathva Adivasi of 

the Chhota Udaipur and Panchmahal districts of Gujarat. Pithora painting is not merely a form of art for 

the Rathva, but an integral part of the ritual for their chief god Baba Pithora. They undertake vows in 

times of hardship to gain boons from Baba Pithora, and to rid themselves from troubles. On the fulfillment 

of their vows, they create the Baba Pithora painting in their homes. The primary motif in these paintings 

are horses—symbolic representations of gods, goddesses and ancestors of the Rathva. The wide range of 

motifs in the paintings portray varied scenes of daily life, their beliefs, mythologies and histories. 

 Statement 3 is not correct: Bagh Buddhist caves were roughly assigned to 7th century CE, on the basis 

of their architectural style and style of painting. Today, only five of the nine caves have survived the 

carnage of time. 

 The legendary painting of Padmapani, there are some traces of ancient murals and frescos by master 

painters of India. They exhibit vivid imagination and inventive spurts of these ancient painters and have a 

striking resemblance to the paintings of Ajanta. In fact, these paintings are just a feeble glimpse of the 

rich paintings and frescos that once embossed its roofs and ceilings. 

 

Q 79.C 

 The aim of the Global Ant Genomics Alliance (GAGA), an international collaboration of researchers from 

a variety of fields and institutions from across the globe, is to understand the genomics of ants. The 

hundreds of high-quality annotated ant genomes will allow GAGA to make a major contribution to 

reconstruct the history of the numerous social adaptations that were gained and sometimes lost again over 

evolutionary time. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 The Earth BioGenome Project (EBP) is an initiative that aims to sequence and catalog the genomes of all 

of Earth's currently described eukaryotic species over a period of ten years. This project will build on 

recent achievements of sequencing sets of species‘ genomes for the first time. 

 The various affiliated communities, regional and national projects of EBP are:1000 Fungal Genomes 

Project (1KFG),  Global Invertebrate Genomics Alliance (GIGA),  Global Ant Genomics Alliance 

(GAGA), 5,000 Insect Genome Project (i5K),  Ag100 Pests (USDA). 10,000 Plant Genomes Project 

(10KP), Bird 10,000 Genomes (B10K), Genome 10K Project, Oz Mammals Genomics Framework Data 

Initiative (OMG), Darwin Tree of Life, LOEWE-Centre for Translational Biodiversity Genomics, 
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University of California Consortium for the Earth BioGenome Project (CalEBP), Chilean 1000 Genomes 

Project, Taiwan Biogenome Project, Global Genome Initiative (GGI). Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Q 80.C 

 Crop rotation is stated as growing one crop after another on the same piece of land on different timings 

(seasons) without impairing the soil fertility. 

 General Principles of crop rotation are: 
o The crops with tap roots should be followed by those with fibrous root system. This helps in proper 

and uniform use of nutrients from the soil. 

o Follow a legume forage crop, such as clover or alfalfa, with a high-nitrogen-demanding crop, such as 

corn, to take advantage of the nitrogen supply. 

o More exhaustive crops should be followed by less exhaustive crops. 

o The crop of the same family should not be grown in succession because they act like alternate hosts 

for pests and diseases. 

o Grow the same annual crop for only one year, if possible, to decrease the likelihood of insects, 

diseases, and nematodes becoming a problem. 

Hence statements 1 and 3 are correct while statement 2 is not correct. 
 

Q 81.C 

 Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance and National Informatics Centre 

(NIC) have jointly developed a mobile app called Jan Dhan Darshak as a part of financial inclusion (FI) 

initiative. This app will act as a guide for the common people in locating a financial service touch point, 

Branches/ATM/Post offices, at a given location in the country. 

 While locator apps are a common feature for many individual banks and financial service providers, in 

this era of inter-operable banking services, Jan Dhan Darshak app will be in a unique position to provide a 

citizen centric platform for locating financial service touch points across all providers such as banks, post 

office, CSC, etc. These services could be availed as per the needs and convenience of the common people. 

 

Q 82.C 

 Both the statements are correct: • Voting in an Indian election can be done in three ways- 

o in person 

o by post and, 

o through a proxy. 

 Under proxy voting, a registered elector can delegate his voting power to a representative. This was 

introduced in 2003 for elections to the Lok Sabha and Assemblies but on a limited scale. Only a 

―classified service voter‖ — a definition that includes members of the armed forces, BSF, CRPF, CISF, 

General Engineering Reserve Force and Border Road Organisation — is allowed to nominate a proxy to 

cast vote on his behalf in his absence. A Classified Service Voter can also vote by postal ballot. 

 

Q 83.D 

 Statement 1 is correct: Social forestry is the practice of forestry on lands outside the conventional forest 

area for the benefit of the rural and urban communities. The term was coined by J.C. Westoby. It was first 

recognized as an important component of forestry for meeting rural needs in the interim report of the 

National Commission on Agriculture, 1976. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The objectives of social forestry adopted by the NCA were to fulfill the basic and 

economic needs of the community. Social forestry includes within its scope the following: 

o Farm Forestry: Farm forestry is the practice of forestry on farms in the form of raising rows of tree 

on bunds or boundaries of field and individual trees in private agriculture land as well as creation of 

wind breaks, which are protective vegetal screens created round a farm or an orchard by raising one or 

two lines of trees fairly close with shrubs in between. 

o Extension Forestry: Extension forestry is the practice of forestry in areas devoid of tree growth and 

other vegetation and situated in places away from the conventional forest areas with the object of 

increasing the area under tree growth. It includes within its scope the following: 

 Mixed forestry 

 Shelterbelts 

 Wind breaks 

o Community Woodlots: The community woodlots, consists of plantations of fuelwood species on 

community village lands, with intended objective of increasing a villager‘s access to fuel wood, fruits 

and fodder. 
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o Rehabilitation of Degraded Forests 

o Recreation Forestry: Recreation forestry is the practice of forestry with the object of raising 

avenue/flowering trees and shrubs mainly to serve as recreation forests for the urban and rural 

population. 

 Statement 3 is correct: As of now, there are two major afforestation schemes namely National 

Afforestation Programme (NAP) and National Mission for a Green India (GIM) operational in the 

Ministry. Both these schemes are implemented in participatory mode under Joint Forest Management 

(JFM) approach. NAP is aimed at afforestation and eco-restoration of degraded forests and adjoining 

areas whereas GIM aims at increasing the forest cover of country along with improving its quality. There 

is a component under GIM to support forestry on farm lands for taking up Agro-forestry and 

Social forestry. 
 

Q 84.D 

 Depreciation covers deterioration from use, age, and exposure to the elements. It also includes 

obsolescence—i.e., loss of usefulness arising from the availability of newer and more efficient types of 

goods serving the same purpose. It does not cover losses from sudden and unexpected destruction 

resulting from fire, accident, or disaster. Hence, option (c) is correct. 

 Currency depreciation is a fall in the value of a currency in a floating exchange rate system. Currency 

depreciation can occur due to factors such as economic fundamentals, interest rate differentials, political 

instability or risk aversion among investors. Hence option (a) is also correct. Thus, option (d) is 

correct. 
 

Q 85.D 

 Committee on Government assurances examines the assurances, undertakings and promises given by 

ministers from time to time on the floor of house and reports on the extent to which they have been carried 

through. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 In the Lok Sabha, It consists of 15 members and in the Rajya Sabha, it consists of 10 members. It 

was constituted in 1953. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 When the Loksabha has dissolved all business including bills, motions, resolutions, notices, petitions, and 

so on pending before it or its committees lapse. However, some pending bills and all pending assurances 

that are to be examined by the committee on Government assurances do not lapse on the dissolution of the 

Loksabha. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 

Q 86.B 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India was established on 1st October 2016 under the Insolvency 

and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Code). Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 It is a unique regulator: regulates a profession as well as processes. It has regulatory oversight over the 

Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency Professional Agencies, Insolvency Professional Entities and 

Information Utilities. It writes and enforces rules for processes, namely, corporate insolvency resolution, 

corporate liquidation, individual insolvency resolution and individual bankruptcy under the Code. It has 

recently been tasked to promote the development of, and regulate, the working and practices of, 

insolvency professionals, insolvency professional agencies and information utilities and other institutions, 

in furtherance of the purposes of the Code. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 Currently, its ex-officio members are from the Department of Economic Affairs (Ministry of Finance), 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justice and the Reserve Bank of India. Hence, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

Q 87.D 

 As per the Economic Survey 2017-18, the Indian logistics sector provides livelihood to more than 22 

million people. According to FAO, Agriculture, with its allied sectors, is the largest source of livelihoods 

in India. 70 percent of its rural households still depend primarily on agriculture for their livelihood, with 

82 percent of farmers being small and marginal. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

  India‘s logistics sector is highly defragmented andthe aim is to reduce the logistics cost from the present 

14% of GDP to less than 10% by 2022. India‘s logistics sector is very complex with more than 20 

government agencies, 40 partnering government agencies (PGAs), 37 export promotion councils, 500 

certifications, 10000 commodities, 160 billion market size.  

 The Logistics division in the Department of Commerce was created consequent to the amendment to the 

second schedule of the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, on 7th July 2017, that 

allocated the task of "Integrated development of Logistics sector" to the Department of 

Commerce. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 
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Q 88.A 

 Surat Salt Agitation: Surat had a long history of opposition to unpopular measures. The raising of salt duty 

from 50 paise to one rupee in 1844 caused great discontent among the people. Soon the anti-Government 

spirit turned into a strong anti-British spirit. Some Europeans were attacked. Faced with a popular 

movement the Government withdrew the additional salt levy. Similarly, in 1848, the government‘s 

decision to introduce Bengal Standard Weights and Measures had to be withdrawn against the people‘s 

determined bid to resort to boycott and passive resistance. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 Gandhi led the Dandi March from his base, Sabarmati Ashram to the coastal village of Dandi, which was 

at a small town called Navsari (now in the state of Gujarat). Sevagram (meaning "A village for/of 

service") is the name of a village in the state of Maharashtra, India. It was the place of Gandhiji's ashram 

and his residence from 1936. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the National Salt Satyagraha Memorial at Dandi in Navsari 

district, Gujarat.  This project, endorsed by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India is advised by a 

High-Level Dandi Memorial Committee (HLDMC) with IIT Bombay as a Design Coordination 

Agency. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 

Q 89.C 

 Freedom of movement entitles every citizen to move freely throughout the territory of the country. He can 

move freely from one state to another or from one place to another within a state. This right underlines the 

idea that India is one unit so far as the citizens are concerned. The grounds of imposing reasonable 

restriction on this freedom are two – Namely, the interests of the general public and the protection 

of interests of any scheduled tribes. 

 The entry of outsiders in tribal area is restricted to protect the distinctive culture, language, customs and 

manners of scheduled tribes and to safeguard their traditional vocation and properties against 

exploitation. Hence options 1 and 4 are correct. 

 

Q 90.A 

 Biodiversity hotspots are places on Earth that are both biologically rich — and deeply threatened. 

 For classification as a hotspot a region: 

o must have at least 1,500 vascular plants as endemics — which is to say, it must have a high 

percentage of plant life found nowhere else on the planet. A hotspot, in other words, is irreplaceable. 

o must have 30% or less of its original natural vegetation. In other words, it must be threatened. 

 Around the world, 36 areas qualify as hotspots. India also hosts four biodiversity hotspots: the Western 

Ghats, the Himalayas, the Indo–Burma and Sundaland hotspot. 

 They represent just 2.4% of Earth‘s land surface, but they support more than half of the world‘s plant 

species as endemics — i.e., species found no place else — and nearly 43% of bird, mammal, reptile and 

amphibian species as endemics 

 West to east arrangement of these hotspots is: Atlantic Forest (South America) - Coastal Forests of 

Eastern Africa (Africa) - Madagascar & Indian Ocean Islands (Africa) - Sundaland (Asia-Pacific). 

 

Q 91.D 

 All the statements are correct.  

 The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is the main agency for preventing corruption in the Central 

government. It was established in 1964 by an executive resolution of the Central Government on the 

recommendation of the Santhanam Committee. It was granted statutory status through the CVC Act, 

2003. The CVC is conceived to be the apex vigilance institution, free of control from any executive 

authority, monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government and advising various authorities 

in Central Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance 

work. It is not an investigating agency but can inquire or cause an inquiry on a reference made by 

centre. Also, it supervises the functioning of CBI in cases of corruption under the POCA, 1988. 

 Its members are appointed by President on the recommendation by a selection panel consisting of PM, 

Leader of Opposition in LS and Minister of Home Affairs. 

 President can remove chief Vigilance commissioner and other commissioners as per the provisions made 

in the CVC Act only. 
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 Salaries, allowances and pensions of its members are charged on the consolidated fund of India and are 

not subject to vote of Parliament. 

 It is vested with the power to regulate its own procedure. It has all the powers of a civil court and it may 

call for information or report from the Central government or its authorities. 

 The CVC has to present annually to the President a report on its performance. The President places 

this report before each House of Parliament. 

  

Q 92.C 

 An oxbow lake is a U-shaped body of water, originally a curve in a river. That curve has been separated 

from the rest of the river and, as an oxbow lake, is now a free-standing body of water. Oxbow lakes can be 

found all over the world. Oxbow lakes are formed after a river carves away a curve in the river bank. Over 

time, this curve becomes more pronounced due to continuous erosion and hydraulic action. The curve 

consists of two river banks: the inner, or smaller one and the outer, or a larger one. The inner bank collects 

more sediment, pushing water further out and into the outer bank. The outer bank experiences more 

erosion and undercutting, becoming wider. The outer bank is now very close to a neighbouring outer bank 

and the two are separated only by a small strip of land. Extremely forceful water, such as during a flood, 

eventually breaks through this small strip of land and creates a straight section of the river. This process 

leaves the curved area, or meander, cut off from the rest of the river. Over time, sediment is deposited at 

the breakaway point, resulting in an oxbow lake. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 In the old stage of the river following features can be observed: Meanders, Oxbow lakes, Flood plains, 

Levees. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

Q 93.D 

 In 2022, for the first time, 3 Indian astronauts, mostly flight test pilots of the IAF, will orbit the earth for 

seven days at an altitude of 300-400 km in the Gaganyaan, being indigenously developed by ISRO. Its 

crew module has a capacity of 3 people. A GSLV-MkIII launch will lift them to their orbit. As  Hence, 

statements 1 and 2 are correct. 

 The flight will take off from Sriharikota. The project will cost roughly around 9000 crores. Cabinet has 

sanctioned 10000 crores for the project. If successful, the programme will make India the fourth nation in 

the world to launch a Human Spaceflight Mission. So far, only the USA, Russia and China have launched 

human spaceflight missions.Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
 

Q 94.A 

 Arthropods are invertebrates with jointed legs. They makeup about 75% of all animals on Earth and have 

a major role in maintaining ecosystems as pollinators, recyclers of nutrients, scavengers and food for other 

animals. They include many animals we come across in our gardens, such as spiders, ants, centipedes and 

slaters. Arthropods are divided into four major groups: insects; myriapods (including centipedes and 

millipedes); arachnids (including spiders, mites and scorpions); crustaceans (including slaters, prawn and 

crabs). 

 Characteristic features of the phylum Arthropoda are: 

o Have bilateral symmetry. 

o Have a separate mouth and anus. 

o Have jointed body sections/appendages and have a hard exoskeleton (chitin). 

o Invertebrates. 

Q 95.B 

 SOS – Save Our Species is an IUCN grant-making mechanism set up to ensure the long-term 

survival of threatened species, their habitats and the people who depend on them. IUCN SOS 

channels funds from donors to existing frontline conservation actors working to protect from extinction 

some of the world's most threatened species of plants and animals, as informed by the IUCN Red List of 

Threatened Species. SOS is administered by a Secretariat based in IUCN Headquarters in Switzerland in 

close coordination with IUCN Regional Offices. IUCN SOS contributes to meeting the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals on biodiversity such as Life on Earth (SDG 15) and Life under Water (SDG 14), as 

well as many of the CBD Aichi targets. 

 IUCN SOS aims to: 
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o Develop initiatives that provide funding for Threatened Species Grants to achieve targeted and 

impactful conservation goals; Provide Rapid Action Grants to address emerging conservation issues 

where an immediate response is required; 

o Monitor project implementation to assess conservation success and the impact of investments; 

o Provide best-in-class project management. 

o Raise awareness about biodiversity. 

o Mobilise innovative financing, in particular through private sector engagement. 

 

Q 96.A 

 Montreaux Record: The Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of 

International Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely 

to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or other human interference. It is maintained 

as part of the Ramsar List. 

 There are currently only 2 Indian wetlands placed under the Montreaux Record: Loktak Lake and 

Keoladeo National Park. 

 Chilika Lake was added to the Montreaux Record in 1993 but was removed from it in 2002 due to the 

sustained efforts in improving the wetland ecosystem by the government and the civil society. 

 Tso Moriri, a Ramsar designated wetland was never placed in the Montreaux Record. 

 Ramsar Convention: The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is the 

intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and 

their resources. The Convention was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 

1975. Since then, almost 90% of UN member states, from all the world‘s geographic regions, have 

acceded to become ―Contracting Parties‖. 

 

Q 97.C 

 The President can be removed from office by a process of impeachment for ‗violation of the 

Constitution‘. However, the Constitution does not define the meaning of the phrase ‗violation of the 

Constitution'. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 The impeachment charges can be initiated by either House of Parliament. These charges should be signed 

by one-fourth members of the House (that framed the charges), and a 14 days‘ notice should be given to 

the President. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 The nominated members of either House of Parliament can participate in the impeachment of the 

President though they do not participate in his election; Hence statement 3 is not correct. 

 The elected members of the legislative assemblies of states and the Union Territories of Delhi and 

Puducherry do not participate in the impeachment of the President though participate in the elections. 

 

Q 98.A 

 The fuse works on the principle of the heating effect of the current. It‘s made up of thin strip or strand 

of metallic wire with noncombustible material. This is connected between the ends of the terminals. Fuse 

is always connected in series with the electrical circuit. When the excessive current or heat is generated 

due to heavy current flows in the circuit, the fuse melts down due to the low melting point of the element 

and it opens the circuit. The excessive flow may lead to the breakdown of wire and stops the flow of 

current. The fuse can be replaced or changed with the new one with suitable ratings. The fuse can be made 

up of the element like zinc, copper, silver & aluminium. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 During the occurrence of short circuit the current in the fuse element increases beyond the rated value. 

This raises the temperature leading to melting of fuse element thus disconnecting the circuit protected by 

it. The magnitude of the over current decides the time required for the blow out of the fuse. Greater the 

current, smaller the time required for the fuse to blow out or it can be said that fuse has an inverse 

time-current characteristics. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 The function of the fuse is to carry normal current without interruption and during an over current 

situation it rapidly heats up to melting point and isolates the circuit protected by it. For the satisfactory 

performance of the fuse, the desired characters of the fuse element are - Low melting point, eg. Tin, 

Lead; High conductivity, eg. copper, Silver; Free from deterioration due to oxidation, eg. Silver; 

Low cost, eg. Tin, Lead, Copper. No material has all the desired characters in common so compromise 

must be made in the selection of fuse elements. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 
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Q 99.D 

               
Q 100.D 

 West Nile infection was recently reported in Kerala. West Nile fever is a viral infection which can cause 
neurological disease as well as death in people. It is commonly found in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, 
North America and West Asia. It was first detected in a woman in the West Nile district of Uganda in 
1937, the virus was later identified in birds (crows and Columbiformes) in the Nile delta region in 1953. 
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), the virus is a member of the flavivirus genus and 
belongs to the Japanese encephalitis antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae. Hence, statement 1 is 
correct. 

 The disease is transmitted to humans through mosquito bites. Mosquitoes become infected when they 
feed on infected birds, which circulate the virus in their blood for a few days. The virus gets transmitted 
into the mosquito‘s salivary glands, from where it is injected into humans as well as animals through 
mosquito bites. The virus can multiply in the process and possibly cause illness. WNV may also be 
transmitted through contact with other infected animals, their blood or other tissues. Till date, no human-
to-human transmission through casual contact has been reported. A very small proportion of human 
infections have occurred through organ transplant, blood transfusions and breast milk while one case of 
transplacental (mother to child) transmission has been reported. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 It is a single stranded RNA virus that causes West Nile fever. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
 Symptoms of West Nile Fever: The infection is either asymptomatic (no symptoms) or can result in 

West Nile fever or severe West Nile disease. People infected with WNV suffer from fever, headache, 
fatigue, body aches, nausea, vomiting, occasionally with a skin rash (on the trunk of the body) and 
swollen lymph glands. In case of severe West Nile disease (also called neuroinvasive diseases, such as 
West Nile encephalitis or meningitis or West Nile poliomyelitis), the patient suffers from headache, high 
fever, neck stiffness, disorientation, stupor, coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness and paralysis. 

 According to WHO, one in 150 persons infected with the virus will develop a severe form of the disease. 
While this can occur in people of any age, those over the age of 50 and some immunocompromised 
persons (for example, transplant patients) are at more risk of getting severely affected. The incubation 
period is usually 3 to 14 days. 

 Treatment of West Nile fever: Those infected with the virus are required to be hospitalized and put on 
respiratory support and intravenous fluids. 

 No vaccine is available for humans. Prevention of infection in health care set-up Health care workers 
caring for patients with suspected or confirmed WNV infection, or handling specimens from them, should 
strictly follow standard infection control precautions. The samples taken from people and animals with 
suspected WNV infection should be handled by trained staff working in suitably equipped laboratories. 
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