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1. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct regarding the Flood Management and 

Border Areas Programme (FMBAP) ? 

1. It has been framed by merging the Flood 

Management Programme and the Border 

Infrastructure and Management scheme. 

2. It aims to assist the State Governments 

to provide a reasonable degree of 

protection against floods in critical 

areas. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Mid-Day Meal Scheme? 

1. It covers school going children studying 

in Classes I to VIII. 

2. It envisages a certain calorie and protein 

requirement to be served to children. 

3. The cooking cost is sponsored entirely 

by the centre for all states and UTs. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

3. With reference to the recently launched 

PAHAL scheme, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It will reduce the subsidy burden on the 

government. 

2. It is applicable only for the people below 

Below Poverty Line (BPL).  

3. It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

4. Consider the following pairs: 

 Department  Related Ministry 

1. Department of 

Defence 

Research & 

Development 

: Ministry of 

Science and 

Technology 

2. Department of 

Atomic 

Energy 

: Ministry of New 

and Renewable 

Energy 

3. India 

Meteorological 

Department 

(IMD) 

: Ministry of Earth 

Sciences 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

5. With reference to the National Rural 

Economic Transformation Project (NRETP), 

which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. It has been launched under the 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – 

National Rural Livelihoods Mission 

(DAY-NRLM). 

2. It aims to enhance livelihoods promotion 

and access to finance in rural areas. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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6. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the major ports in India? 

1. The major ports are under the direct 

administrative control of the Central 

Government while other ports are under 

the jurisdiction of the respective 

maritime states government. 

2. Of the total traffic handled by all Indian 

Ports, more than 50 percent is handled 

by major ports. 

3. Kolkata Port is the only riverine major 

port in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

7. The Safe City project, sometimes seen in the 

news, is related to: 

(a) Constructing disaster resilient urban 

infrastructure.  

(b) Providing safety to women in public 

places. 

(c) Leveraging technology to reduce drug 

trafficking. 

(d) Promoting urban afforestation to counter 

ill-effects of air pollution. 

8. For proof of which of the following, 

Aadhaar card can be used? 

1. Identity 

2. Date of Birth 

3. Citizenship 

4. Address 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

9. The number of operational airports in India 

has touched 100 with the commissioning of 

Pakyong airport. In which state is the airport 

located? 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Sikkim 

(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Mizoram 

10. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Aadhaar Enabled Payment 

System (AEPS)? 

1. It allows a person to do basic banking 

transactions including withdrawal and 

cash deposit. 

2. It requires biometric authentication 

through finger and/or IRIS. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

11. Which of the following is/are mission(s) 

under the National Policy on Software 

Products-2019? 

1. To increase India's share of the Global 

Software product market by ten times by 

2025. 

2. To build a cluster-based innovation-

driven ecosystem. 

3. To develop software to protect critical 

infrastructure from cybersecurity threats. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 
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12. With reference to Direct Benefit Transfer 

(DBT), which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

1. It is used to transfer money to 

beneficiaries of only centrally sponsored 

schemes. 

2. The money transferred is spent from the 

Consolidated Fund of India. 

3. The DBT mission is placed under the 

Cabinet Secretariat. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

13. Which of the following department is 

responsible for implementing 

recommendations of the Finance 

Commission?  

(a) Department of Financial Services 

(b) Department of Economic Affairs 

(c) Department of Revenue 

(d) Department of Expenditure 

14. India's first 'Energy-efficient' Railway 

Station, recently in news, is located in the 

state of 

(a) Gujarat 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Telangana 

(d) Tamil Nadu 

15. 'Mihir' and 'Pratyush' are: 

(a) Sahitya Akademi award winning novels.  

(b) India's latest weather predicting 

supercomputers. 

(c) India's first indigenously built robots . 

(d) India's latest communication and 

navigation satellites. 

16. Consider the following Indian research 

stations in Antarctica: 

1. Dakshin Gangotri 

2. Maitri  

3. Bharati 

Which of the stations given above 

is/are not decommissioned? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

17. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the National Scheduled Castes 

Finance and Development Corporation? 

1. It aims to provide financial assistance to 

scheduled castes families living below 

Double the Poverty Line. 

2. It provides skill-cum-entrepreneurial 

training to the eligible youth. 

3. It is an institution under the Ministry of 

Social Justice & Empowerment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

18. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the National Family Benefit 

Scheme of the government? 

1. It provides monetary assistance to 

families in case of death of the primary 

breadwinner. 

2. It is applicable only to BPL families. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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19. Implementation of projects related to 

Interlinking of River is done by 

(a) Inland Waterways Authority of India  

(b) National Water Development Agency 

(c) Central Water Commission  

(d) National River Conservation Directorate 

20. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with reference to 'Vande Bharat 

Express'? 

1. It is an ultra-high speed train of Indian 

Railways. 

2. It has a regenerative braking system in 

the coaches which can save up to 30% of 

electrical energy. 

3. This train set has a completely in-house 

designing and manufacturing done by 

Integral Coach Factory (ICF). 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

21. Prevention of Money Laundering Act 

(PMLA) & Foreign Exchange Management 

Act (FEMA) are implemented by 

(a) Department of Revenue Intelligence 

(b) Directorate of Enforcement 

(c) Financial Intelligence Unit-India 

(d) Reserve Bank of India 

22. With reference to the 'Sun-spot Cycle', 

consider the following statements: 

1. It leads to areas which are darker, 

magnetically strong, cooler areas on the 

surface of the sun in a region called the 

photosphere. 

2. The sunspot cycle lasts 11 years on 

average. 

3. India’s first solar probe – ‘Aditya L-1 

Mission' will be launched around the 

beginning of the upcoming solar cycle. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. e-Nivaran is an online grievance redressal 

system, specifically designed for 

(a) DBT Beneficiaries 

(b) Tax Payers 

(c) Employees of Central Government  

(d) Women employed in unorganized sector 

24. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Security Council of India: 

1. It is a statutory body which advises 

Prime Minister on matters of National 

Security. 

2. It was constituted after Mumbai terrorist 

attacks of 2008. 

3. It is chaired by the National Security 

Advisor. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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25. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Power Finance Corporation 

Ltd.? 

1. It is a Navratna central public sector 

enterprises (CPSE). 

2. It is the nodal agency for the financing 

of Ultra Mega Power Projects (UMPPs). 

3. It is under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Power. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

26. Welfare Development Board, recently 

announced in the Interim Budget 2019-20, 

shall be established to:  

(a) Implement the welfare and development 

programmes for Minorities. 

(b) Implement the welfare and development 

programmes for SC/STs. 

(c) Implement the welfare and development 

programmes for De-notified, Nomadic 

and Semi-Nomadic communities. 

(d) Implement the welfare and development 

programmes for women. 

27. The EASE Reforms Index, sometimes seen 

in the news, is related to: 

(a) Ease of doing business 

(b) Performance of Public Sector Banks 

(c) States' action on SDG goals 

(d) Labour law reforms 

28. With reference to the cotton scenario in 

India, consider the following statements: 

1. India has the largest area under cotton 

cultivation. 

2. The Cotton Corporation of India Ltd 

(CCl) is the nodal agency for 

undertaking price support operations for 

cotton. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

29. With reference to the Saansad Adarsh Gram 

Yojana (SAGY), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It encourages each Member of 

Parliament to undertake the task of 

developing certain villages as model 

villages. 

2. It envisages Gram Panchayat as the 

basic unit for development which will 

prepare village development plans. 

3. It is an initiative under the Ministry of 

Rural Development. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

30. Which of the following activities are carried 

out by the Geological Survey of India (GSI)? 

1. Mineral prospecting and investigations 

2. Offshore surveys 

3. Natural hazards studies 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



 

7                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                                    ©Vision IAS  

31. Consider the following statements regarding 

' Bharat stage VI emission standards' : 

1. BS-VI grade fuel will only have 10 ppm 

sulphur. 

2. They are currently in place across all 

cities in India. 

3. It makes on-board diagnostics (OBD) 

mandatory for all vehicles. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

32. Which of the following provisions are 

enshrined the constitution of India for 

protection of the rights of linguistic 

minorities? 

1. A person can submit representation for 

redressal of grievances to any authority 

of the state in any language used in the 

state. 

2. Any citizen having a distinct language or 

script has the right to conserve it. 

3. Instruction in the mother tongue at the 

primary stage of education. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

33. Recently, a rare and subspecies of jumping 

spider known as Chrysilla volupes, is 

discovered after 150 years from this Wildlife 

Sanctuary. The Wildlife Sanctuary is part of 

Nilgiri Biosphere reserve and the river 

Kabini flows through Wildlife Sanctuary.’ 

Which wildlife sanctuary is best described in 

the above paragraph? 

(a) Guindy Wildlife Sanctuary  

(b) Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary 

(c) Manas Wildlife Sanctuary 

(d) Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 

34. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with reference to 'Pradhan Mantri 

Shram-Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM)' 

scheme? 

1. It is meant for old age protection of 

workers who are in the unorganised 

sector. 

2. People who are qualified for National 

Pension Scheme (NPS) are also qualified 

for PM-SYM. 

3. This scheme will be implemented by 

Ministry of Rural Development. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

35. Gir, Kankrej and Sahiwal are 

(a) styles of miniature painting 

(b) regional variety of paddy 

(c) forms of folk theatre 

(d) breeds of cattle 

36. Which of the following criteria are adopted 

for specification of a community as a 

scheduled tribe? 

1. Indications of primitive traits 

2. Distinctive culture 

3. Shyness of contact with the community 

at large 

4. Geographical isolation 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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37. With reference to prohibition and control 

of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances in India, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. Under the Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 the 

government may provide for the supply 

of narcotics for medical necessity. 

2. The National Policy on Narcotic Drugs 

and Psychotropic Substances is laid 

down by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

3. Scheme of Assistance for the Prevention 

of Alcoholism & Substance (Drugs) 

Abuse’ is a flagship scheme of the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 only 

38. Which of the following theme based circuits 

are being developed under the Swadesh 

Darshan Scheme? 

1. Spiritual 

2. Adventure 

3. Sufi 

4. Rural 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

39. The term "Schengen Area" is sometimes 

mentioned in the news in the context of the 

affairs of 

(a) China 

(b) West Asia 

(c) Europe 

(d) North Korea 

40. With reference to National Nutrition 

Mission, consider the following statements: 

1. It is an apex body to supervise nutrition 

related interventions across the 

Ministries. 

2. All the States and districts will be 

covered under this programme. 

3. It will help in the achievement of 

'Mission 25 by 2022'. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

41. 'Moscow Format', is often seen in news in 

the context of: 

(a) finding a regional solution to the 

Afghanistan crisis. 

(b) resolving the Crimean peninsula crisis in 

Ukraine. 

(c) a domestic program initiated by Russia 

to boost its oil economy. 

(d) a socialist model of society to run the 

state. 
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42. In the context of healthcare systems, 

consider the following statements regarding 

Sowa-Rigpa? 

1. It originated from Tibet and is popular in 

Himalayan regions of India. 

2. It emphasizes the importance of five 

cosmological physical elements in the 

formation of the human body. 

3. It has been added to the AYUSH group 

of healthcare systems. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

43. The beneficiaries under which of the 

following schemes are exclusively women? 

1. Swadhar Greh Scheme 

2. KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in 

Research Advancement through 

Nurturing) Scheme 

3. Nai Udaan Scheme 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

44. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with reference to Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)? 

1. It is an income support scheme for small 

and marginal farmer families having 

combined land holding/ownership of 

only up to 2 acres. 

2. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

3. Aadhaar number of the beneficiary has 

to be mandatorily provided to avail the 

benefits under the scheme. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

45. The European Space Agency’s Hera 

mission, sometimes seen in the news, is: 

(a) the first spacecraft to explore a binary 

asteroid. 

(b) an asteroid redirection test. 

(c) an anti-satellite missile test. 

(d) the first spacecraft to study Corona layer 

of the Sun. 

46. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD)? 

1. It is a specialized agency of the United 

Nations. 

2. It aims to eradicate poverty and hunger 

in rural areas of developing countries. 

3. It has its headquarter in Rome. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

47. Which of the following is/are objectives of 

the India Newborn Action Plan (INAP), 

launched by the government? 

1. Ending preventable newborn deaths 

2. Ending female foeticide 

3. Ensuring universal immunization 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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48. Qingdao declaration, recently seen in news, 

is related to the affairs of 

(a) World Trade Organisation  

(b) Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(c) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(d) European Union 

49. Which of the following are correct with 

reference to the Botanical Survey of India 

(BSI)? 

1. It is the apex research organization 

under the Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC). 

2. It inventories endemic, rare and 

threatened plant species. 

3. It conducts studies on fragile ecosystems 

and protected areas like wildlife 

sanctuaries and national parks. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

50. With reference to the recently announced 

'Ombudsman Scheme for Digital 

Transactions', consider the following 

statements: 

1. It seeks to handle consumer complaints 

related to digital transactions in India. 

2. It has been launched by the National 

Payments Corporation of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

51. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Annual Survey of Industries 

(ASI)? 

1. It covers both organised and unorganised 

manufacturing sector. 

2. It is conducted annually. 

3. It is conducted by Central Statistics 

Office (CSO). 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

52. With reference to the National Monsoon 

Mission, consider the following statements: 

1. It seeks to promote rainwater harvesting 

during the monsoon season. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of Water 

Resources, River Development and 

Ganga Rejuvenation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

53. With reference to the e-visa facility, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It enables the prospective visitor to 

apply for an Indian Visa from his/her 

home country online without visiting the 

Indian Mission 

2. This facility is not available to 

diplomatic/official passport holders. 

3. e-Visa holders can enter India through 

the designated Indian Airports as well as 

designated seaports 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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54. With reference to Unnat Chulha Abhiyan, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It seeks to promote the adoption of 

improved biomass cook stove in the 

country to reduce the consumption of 

fuelwood. 

2. Projects under Unnat Chulha Abhiyan 

can claim carbon credits under the Clean 

Development Mechanism of UNFCCC. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

55. With reference to the National Anthem, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Constituent Assembly adopted the 

original composition of Rabindranath 

Tagore as the National Anthem of India. 

2. It was first sung in 1905 to protest 

against the Partition of Bengal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

56. In the Interim Union Budget 2018-19, Kisan 

Credit Card was extended to the fisheries 

sector. In this context, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Fish Farmers who avail loan through 

Kisan Credit Card will be provided with 

the benefit of 2% interest subvention. 

2. To provide sustained and focused 

attention towards the development of 

this sector, Government has created a 

separate Ministry of Fisheries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

57. With reference to Petroleum, Chemical and 

Petrochemical Investment Regions 

(PCPIRs), consider the following statements: 

1. These are specifically delineated 

investment regions with an area of 

around 250 square kilometers. 

2. All the notified PCPIRs are located in 

coastal states. 

3. Ministry of Commerce and Industry is 

the nodal body for their regulation. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

58. With reference to International Grains 

Council (IGC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It seeks to contribute to grain market 

stability and to enhance world food 

security 

2. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 

are elected annually, the posts 

alternating between exporting and 

importing members.  

3. India is included in the category of 

exporting member 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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59. Which of the following laws protect and 

safeguard Land Rights of Scheduled Tribes 

in India? 

1. Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled 

Areas) Act, 1996 

2. Right to Fair Compensation and 

Transparency in Land Acquisition, 

Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 

2013 

3. The Legal Services Authorities Act, 

1987 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

60. Which of the following provisions of the 

Constitution of India have directly 

mentioned provisions for persons with 

disabilities? 

1. Fundamental Rights 

2. Directive Principles of State Policy 

3. Eleventh Schedule 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

61. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Digital Gender Atlas, 

developed by the government? 

1. It identifies the low performing 

geographic pockets for girls, on specific 

gender related education indicators. 

2. It has special focus on girls from 

marginalised groups such as scheduled 

castes, scheduled tribes and Muslims. 

3. It has been prepared by Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

62. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Cartagena Biosafety 

Protocol (CPB)? 

1. It was negotiated under the aegis of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD). 

2. It aims to ensure safe transfer and use of 

living modified organisms resulting 

from modern biotechnology. 

3. India is a party to the protocol. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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63. With reference to the Eco-Development 

Forces Scheme, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It aims to secure involvement of ex-

servicemen in afforestation and eco-

development in remote and difficult 

areas. 

2. It was initiated by the Ministry of 

Defence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

64. Which of the following is the objective of 

Integrated Power Development Scheme? 

(a) Strengthening of sub-transmission and 

distribution network in urban areas 

(b) Increasing the share of renewable 

energy in total energy generation in the 

country 

(c) Providing free electricity connection in 

each rural household 

(d) Financial turnaround and revival 

package for electricity distribution 

companies. 

65. Which of the following services are provided 

by the Anganwadi centres under the 

Integrated Child Development Scheme? 

1. Supplementary nutrition 

2. Mid-day meal for school children 

3. Immunization 

4. Referral services 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

66. Which of the following schemes under the 

National Social Assistance Programme are 

correctly matched with their intended 

beneficiaries? 

 Scheme  Beneficiaries 

1. Indira Gandhi 

National Old 

Age Pension 

Scheme 

: Destitute persons 

above 65 years of 

age. 

2. Indira Gandhi 

National 

Widow 

Pension 

Scheme 

: Widows above 60 

years of age. 

3. Annapurna 

Scheme 

: Disabled persons 

between 18-59 

years of age. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None 

67. Which of the following functions are 

performed by the Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)? 

1. Formulation of FDI Policy 

2. Administering Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPR) Legislations 

3. Granting manufacturing license for 

arms, ammunition and defense items. 

4. Publishing Index of Industrial 

Production (IIP). 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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68. In the context of agricultural credit, consider 

the following statements regarding Interest 

Subvention Scheme of the government: 

1. It is applicable for annual crop loans up 

to Rs. 10 lakh. 

2. It provides farmers concessional loans at 

7 percent rate of interest and an 

additional subvention of 3 percent in 

case of timely repayment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

69. Consider the following pairs: 

 Institute  Headquarter 

1. Zoological Survey 

of India 

: Kolkata 

2. Geological Survey 

of India 

: New Delhi 

3. Survey of India : Dehra Dun 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

70. "It is a high altitude research station in Spiti 

valley of Himachal Pradesh. It is established 

by the National Centre for Antarctic and 

Ocean Research (NCAOR). This station is 

equipped with instruments such as automatic 

station, water level recorder, steam drill, etc. 

It also monitors glaciers for mass balance, 

dynamics, energy balance and hydrology". 

Which of the following is described in the 

above passage? 

(a) Himadri 

(b) HIMANSH 

(c) DIHAR 

(d) IceCube 

71. With reference to PM Yuva Yojna, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It provides funding support up to Rs 

25,000 after successful completion of 

entrepreneurial training. 

2. Any citizen of India who would like to 

take up entrepreneurship education 

through coordination and support 

programmes can take the benefit of the 

scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

72. With reference to National Health Profile, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a report which is published annually 

to bring together all health related 

information on a single platform. 

2. It is prepared by the Central Bureau of 

Health Intelligence. 

3. It provides information on both 

communicable and non-communicable 

diseases. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 
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73. Consider the followings statements with 

reference to the Deendayal Antyodaya 

Yojana—National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission (DAY-NRLM)? 

1. It seeks to organize one woman member 

from each identified rural poor 

household into the Self Help Group 

(SHG) network. 

2. It provides that 50 per cent of the 

beneficiaries must be members of the 

scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

74. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with reference to the National 

Authority for Chemical Weapons 

Convention (NACWC)? 

1. It is under the direct charge of the Prime 

Minister's Office(PMO). 

2. It is the nodal agency for implementing 

the provisions of the Chemical Weapons 

Convention in the country. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

75. With reference to the Press Information 

Bureau (PIB), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is the nodal agency of the Government 

of India to disseminate information on 

government policies and initiatives. 

2. It releases information in English and 

Hindi only. 

3. PIB uses social media platforms to 

disseminate information. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

76. With reference to the International Energy 

Agency(IEA), consider the following 

statements: 

1. IEA was established in the aftermath of 

the Oil crisis caused by the Iran-Iraq war 

of 1980-88. 

2. World Energy Outlook is an annual 

publication by IEA. 

3. India is an Associate-member of IEA. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

77. With reference to the Central Ground Water 

Board (CGWB), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is an office attached to the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change. 

2. Its mandate is to develop and 

disseminate technologies for sustainable 

development and management of India's 

ground water resources. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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78. With reference to the Chief Commissioner 

for Persons with Disabilities, consider the 

following statements: 

1. He is a constitutional functionary 

responsible for ensuring the welfare of 

the disabled in the country. 

2. He is vested with the powers of a civil 

court related to the summoning of 

witnesses and requisitioning of any 

document. 

3. He can take suo moto action on non-

implementation of any rule or law meant 

for persons with disabilities. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

79. Naya Savera and Nai Roshini are schemes 

pertaining to the upliftment of: 

(a) Scheduled Castes 

(b) Scheduled Tribes 

(c) Minorities 

(d) Economically Backward Classes 

80. With reference to the Census data, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The population of India as recorded at 

each decennial census from 1901 has 

grown steadily. 

2. The sex ratio in the country has always 

remained unfavorable to females. 

3. Literacy Rate has consistently increased 

since 1901. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

81. With reference to the Central Board of Film 

Certification (CBFC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry 

of Information and Broadcasting. 

2. Films can be publicly exhibited in India 

only after they have been certified by the 

CBFC. 

3. The U/A grading by CBFC implies the 

film is restricted to the adult audience 

only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

82. With reference to the National Water 

Mission, consider the following statements: 

1. It is one of the missions under National 

Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC). 

2. It aims to ensure more equitable 

distribution of water within states and 

across states. 

3. It is an initiative under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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83. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project, recently 

seen in news is located in which of the 

following India's neighbouring country? 

(a) Nepal 

(b) Srilanka 

(c) Bangladesh 

(d) Bhutan 

84. With reference to the public debt 

management in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. RBI manages the debt of both Central 

and state government. 

2. The government of India does not 

borrow directly from International 

Capital Markets. 

3. Post office saving deposits forms part of 

internal debt of the Union Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

85. With reference to the National Cadet 

Corps(NCC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. The National Cadets Corps came into 

existence under the National Cadet 

Corps Act, 1948. 

2. Age limit for a student to join NCC is up 

to 26 years. 

3. NCC programme is applicable for both 

private and Govt Schools & Colleges. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

86. Which of the following is/are correct 

regarding Kendriya Hindi Samiti / Central 

Hindi Committee? 

1. It is the apex policy making a body for 

the propagation and progressive use of 

Hindi as Official Language of the Union. 

2. It is chaired by the Prime Minister. 

3. Chief Ministers of all Hindi Speaking 

states are ex-officio members of the 

Samiti. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

87. With reference to Rashtriya Kamdhenu 

Aayog, recently announced in Interim 

Budget 2019-20, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Aayog will upscale sustainable 

genetic up-gradation of the all livestock 

population in India. 

2. It will also look after the implementation 

of laws and welfare schemes for cows. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

88. Which of the following is/are correct with 

reference to the Competition Commission of 

India (CCI)? 

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. It works to protect the interests of 

consumers and ensure freedom of trade 

in India. 

3. It works as an office attached to the 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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89. Clean Energy Transitions Programme, is an 

initiative of 

(a) United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) 

(b) World Bank 

(c) International Energy Agency 

(d) United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

90. India is a member of which of the following 

groups/organizations? 

1. Wassenaar Arrangement 

2. Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD) 

3. Australia Group 

4. Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO) 

5. Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 5 only 

91. The term "DMH-11" is sometimes 

mentioned in the news recently is related to 

(a) Worm-Resistant variety of Cotton crop. 

(b) Superbug resistant to antibiotics. 

(c) Technology for Solid Waste to Energy 

Conversion. 

(d) Genetically Modified indigenously 

developed variety of Mustard. 

92. What is the objective of the National 

Mission on Monuments and Antiquities 

(NMMA)? 

(a) To prepare a National database on Built 

Heritage and Sites (BH&S) and 

antiquities from different sources and 

museums 

(b) To repair and restore the monuments 

classified as a national monument. 

(c) To promote adoption of national 

monuments by private enterprises.  

(d) To promote international cultural 

tourism in India to an audience of global 

appeal. 

93. Which of the following organizations 

recently introduced the concept of 'Societal 

Poverty Line' for estimates of poverty in the 

world? 

(a) International Monetary Fund 

(b) World Bank 

(c) United Nations Development Program 

(d) World Economic Forum 

94. Anganwadi Worker (AWW) in India, assists 

in the implementation of which of the 

following schemes/programs? 

1. Integrated Child Development Scheme 

(ICDS) 

2. Kishori Shakti Yojana (KSY)  

3. Nutrition Programme for Adolescent 

Girls (NPAG)  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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95. With reference to Price of Essential 

commodities, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is monitored by the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmer's Welfare. 

2. Monitoring is done in respect of both 

retail and wholesale prices on a daily 

basis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

96. Operation Smile or Operation Muskaan, 

sometimes seen in the news, is related to: 

(a) Ensuring nutritional needs to adolescent 

girls are met. 

(b) Skilling or reskilling members of Self-

Help Groups (SHGs). 

(c) Rescue or rehabilitation of missing 

children. 

(d) Ensuring hassle-free international 

adoption of children. 

97. National Cyber Co-ordination Centre 

(NCCC) has been set-up by the government 

with the objective of 

(a) promoting digital payments. 

(b) strengthening cyber security. 

(c) strengthening cooperative federalism. 

(d) promoting Aadhar-linkage of beneficiary 

accounts. 

 

 

 

 

98. With reference to the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) Bioenergy Technology 

Collaboration Programme (TCP), consider 

the following statements:        

1. It is an international platform for 

cooperation and information exchange in 

bioenergy.        

2. It works under the aegis of the United 

Nations.        

3. India has recently joined the IEA 

Bioenergy TCP. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?         

(a) 1 and 3 only        

(b) 1 only        

(c) 2 and 3 only      

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

99. Which of the following are parts of the State 

Emblem of India? 

1. Dharma Chakra 

2. Bull 

3. Horse 

4. Motto “Satyameva Jayate” 

5. Bell-shaped lotus 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

100. With reference to BHIM Aadhaar Pay, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a payment interface which allows 

real-time payments to merchants using 

Aadhaar number. 

2. The customer is authenticated through 

his biometrics. 

3. There is no limit on the amount of 

money paid in each transaction. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 3 only 
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ANSWERS & EXPLANATION  

GENERAL STUIDES (P) TEST – 2681 (2019) 

  
 

Q 1.B 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently approved the "Flood 

Management and Border Areas Programme (FMBAP)" for Flood Management Works in entire country 

and River Management Activities and works related to Border Areas for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20. 

 The Scheme "FMBAP" has been framed by merging the components of two continuing XII Plan schemes 

titled "Flood Management Programme (FMP)" and "River Management Activities and Works related to 

Border Areas (RMBA)". Border Infrastructure and Management (BIM) is an umbrella scheme to meet the 

special development needs of people living in border areas. Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 The aim of the Scheme is to assist the State Governments to provide reasonable degree of protection 

against floods in critical areas by adopting optimum combination of structural and non-structural 

measures and enhancing capabilities of State / Central Government officials in related fields. Hence 

statement 2 is correct. 
 The funding pattern for FM Component for works in general category States will continue to be 50% 

(Centre): 50% (State) and for projects of North Eastern States, Sikkim, J&K, Himachal Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand, the funding pattern will continue to be 70% (Centre) : 30% (State). 

 The FMBAP Scheme will be implemented throughout the country for effective flood management, 

erosion control and anti-sea erosion. The proposal will benefit towns, villages, industrial establishments, 

communication links, agricultural fields, infrastructure etc. from floods and erosion in the country. The 

catchment area treatment works will help in reduction of sediment load into rivers. 

 

Q 2.B 

 Objective of the scheme: To enhance the enrolment, retention and attendance and simultaneously improve 

nutritional levels among school going children studying in Classes I to VIII of Government, 

Government - aided schools, Special Training centres (STC) and Madarasas and Maktabs supported under 

the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

 The scheme guidelines envisage to provide cooked mid-day meal with 450 calories and 12 g of 

protein to every child at primary level and 700 calories and 20 g of protein at upper primary level. 

This energy and protein requirement for a primary child comes from cooking 100 g of rice/flour, 20 g 

pulses and 50 g vegetables and 5 g oil, and for an upper primary child it comes from 150 g of rice/flour, 

30 g of pulses and 75 g of vegetables and 7.5 g of oil. 

 The cooking cost is shared between the centre and the states in the ratio 60:40 for non-NER states 

and UTs with legislature, 100 per cent for remaining UTs and 90:10 for NER states and 3 

Himalayan states viz., Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttarakhand. 
 

Q 3.A 

 Statement 1 is correct: Under PAHAL (Pratyaksh Hanstantrit Labh) scheme, the authorized subsidy to 

LPG consumers is transferred directly into the bank account of the consumers. The subsidy is transferred 

either through Aadhaar Transfer Compliant (ATC) or Bank Transfer Compliant (BTC) mode on the basis 

of seeding of Aadhaar number in the bank account. 

 The goal of the government in subsidy reform is not doing away with subsidies, but targeting them 

effectively so that they flow only to the intended beneficiaries. 

 This is the largest direct cash transfer scheme in the world as recognized by Guinness Book of World 

Records. 

 The launch of PAHAL (DBTL) will reduce subsidy burden due to: 

o Elimination of supply chain leakages and unauthorized usage. 
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o Allow consumers to opt out of subsidy, and 

o Reduction in multiple connections by way of Aadhaar based De-duplication 

 Statement 2 is not correct: It is applicable to the person who is an LPG Consumer and holds a valid 

AADHAR Card.  

 Statement 3 is correct: It is an initiative of Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas 
 

Q 4.B 

 Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) works under Department of Defence 

Research and Development of Ministry of Defence. DRDO dedicatedly working towards enhancing self-

reliance in Defence Systems and undertakes design & development leading to production of world class 

weapon systems and equipment in accordance with the expressed needs and the qualitative requirements 

laid down by the three services. 

 The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) came into being on August 3, 1954 under the direct charge of 

the Prime Minister through a Presidential Order. According to the Resolution constituting the AEC, the 

Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of Atomic Energy is ex-officio Chairman of the 

Atomic Energy Commission. DAE has been engaged in the development of nuclear power technology, 

applications of radiation technologies in the fields of agriculture, medicine, industry and basic research. 

Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space are independent departments and do not come 

under any Ministry. 

 The India Meteorological Department, also referred to as the Met Department, is an agency of 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. It is the principal agency responsible for 

meteorological observations, weather forecasting and seismology. 
 

Q 5.C 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister has recently approved the 

Implementation of an Externally Aided Project namely ―National Rural Economic Transformation Project 

(NRETP) under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) 

through loan assistance (IBRD Credit) from World Bank. 

 The World Bank and the Government of India have signed a $250 Million Agreement for the National 

Rural Economic Transformation Project (NRETP). 

 Statement 2 is correct: The technical assistance provided by NRETP and the higher level interventions 

facilitated by the project will enhance the livelihoods promotion and access to finance and scale-up 

initiatives on digital finance and livelihood interventions.Salient features: Innovative projects will be 

undertaken under NRETP to pilot alternate channels of financial inclusion, creating value chains around 

rural products, introduce innovative models in livelihoods promotion and access to finance and scale-up 

initiatives on digital finance and livelihoods interventions. 
 

Q 6.D 

 There are 12 major ports and about 200 non-major ports along India‘s Coastline which is about 7517 km. 

The 6 major ports Kolkata, Paradip, Visakhapatnam, Kamarajar (Ennore), Chennai and V.O. 

Chidamananar are on the east coast and the other major ports viz., Cochin, New Mangalore, Mormugao, 

Mumbai, Jawaharlal Nehru Port (Sheva, Navi Mumbai) and Deendayal (erstwhile Kandla) are on the west 

coast. 

 The major ports are under the direct administrative control of the Central Government and fall in 

Union List 7th Schedule of Constitution. Ports other than the major ones are under the jurisdiction 

of the respective maritime state government and fall in Concurrent List. 

 Of the total traffic handled by all Indian Ports, 57 percent is handled by major ports and 43 percent 

by others. 

 Kolkata Port is the only riverine major port in the country having been in existence for about 138 

years. It has a vast hinterland comprising the entire Eastern India including West Bengal, Bihar, 

Jharkhand, U.P., M.P., Assam, North East hill states and the two landlocked neighbouring countries 

namely, Nepal and Bhutan. The port has twin dock systems viz., Kolkata Dock System on the eastern 

bank and Haldia Dock Complex on the western bank of river Hooghly. 
 

Q 7.B 

 Empowered Committee of Officers for Nirbhaya funds scheme has recently approved pilot Safe City 

projects in eight selected metropolitan cities, namely, Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, 

Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Lucknow with a view to providing safety to women in public places at a 

total cost of Rs. 2919.55 crore. Out of these, funds have been released to States for five projects.          
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 The cost of the projects is shared between the Central Government and the concerned States in 60:40 

ratio. The Safe City Project in Delhi is fully funded by the Central Government.        

 It has been launched by the Ministry of Home Affairs, not the  Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. 

 

Q 8.A 

 In order to leverage the biometric data collected through Aadhaar enrolment it was decided to include 

Aadhaar Card as a valid Proof of: 

o Identity (POI) 

o Date of Birth (PDOB) 

o Proof of Address (POA)  

 Calcutta High Court has ruled that Aadhaar card is not a proof of Indian citizenship.  

The court referred to provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, 

Benefits and Services) Act, 2016, and said that the Aadhaar card by itself shall not confer any right of or 

be proof of, citizenship or domicile in respect of the holder thereto. 

 

Q 9.B 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Pakyong Airport in Sikkim on 24th September, 

2018. This is the first airport in the Himalayan State, and the 100th airport in the country. Pakyong 

Airport would greatly ease connectivity to Sikkim.  

 

Q 10.C 

 Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AEPS) is the platform in which a person can do basic banking 

transactions including withdrawal , deposit cash, fund transfer etc., from his/her bank account at 

Micro-ATMs using biometric authentication. Bank is chosen by resident as it is a resident present 

transaction. 

 Aadhar Pay is merchant version of AEPS. The Application works on low cost android phone with single 

finger biometric device. It enables merchant to take cashless payment from his customers. It was launched 

in 2017. 

 

Q 11.B 

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has recently approved the National 

Policy on Software Products - 2019 to develop India as a Software Product Nation. 

 Initially, an outlay of Rs.1500 Crore is involved to implement the programmes/ schemes envisaged under 

this policy over a period of 7 years. Rs1500 Crore is divided into Software Product Development Fund 

(SPDF) and Research & Innovation Fund. 

 The Policy will lead to the formulation of several schemes, initiatives, projects and measures for the 

development of Software products sector in the country as per the roadmap envisaged therein. 

 To achieve the vision of NPSP-2019, the Policy has the following five Missions: 

o To promote the creation of a sustainable Indian software product industry, driven by 

intellectual property (IP), leading to a ten-fold increase in India share of the Global Software 

product market by 2025. 
o To nurture 10,000 technology startups in the software product industry, including 1000 such 

technology startups in Tier-II and Tier-III towns & cities and generating direct and indirect 

employment for 3.5 million people by 2025. 

o To create a talent pool for software product industry through (i) up-skilling of 1,000,000 IT 

professionals, (ii) motivating 100,000 school and college students and (iii) generating 10,000 

specialized professionals that can provide leadership. 

o To build a cluster-based innovation-driven ecosystem by developing 20 sectoral and 

strategically located software product development clusters having integrated ICT 

infrastructure, marketing, incubation, R&D/testbeds, and mentoring support. 
o In order to evolve and monitor scheme & programmes for the implementation of this policy, the 

National Software Products Mission will be set up with participation from Government, Academia, 

and Industry. 

 There is no mission related to software development for critical infrastructure. Hence statement 3 is 

not correct. 
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Q 12.B 

 With the aim of reforming Government delivery system by re-engineering the existing process in welfare 

schemes for simpler and faster flow of information/funds and to ensure accurate targeting of the 

beneficiaries, de-duplication and reduction of fraud Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) was started on 1st 

January, 2013. 

 DBT Mission was created in the Planning Commission to act as the nodal point for the implementation of 

the DBT programmes. The Mission was transferred to the Department of Expenditure in July 2013 and 

continue to function till 14.9.2015. To give more impetus, DBT Mission and matters related thereto 

has been placed in Cabinet Secretariat under Secretary (Co-ordination & PG) w.e.f. 14.9.2015. 

Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 This Framework is to be followed by all Ministries/ Departments and their attached 

Institutions/PSUs and is applicable on all Central Sector (CS)/ Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 

and for all schemes where components of cash is transferred to individual beneficiaries. Aadhaar is 

not mandatory in DBT schemes. Since Aadhaar provides unique identity and is useful in targeting 

the intended beneficiaries, Aadhaar is preferred and beneficiaries are encouraged to have Aadhaar. 

Hence statement 1 is not correct. 
 The government of India adopted Direct Benefit Transfer using Aadhaar as the identification of 

beneficiaries for delivery of services, benefits or subsidies of various central sector schemes and centrally 

sponsored schemes to individuals as well as groups where money is spent from the consolidated fund of 

India. Hence statement 2 is correct. 
 

Q 13.D 

 The Department of Expenditure is the nodal Department for overseeing the public financial 

management system in the central government and matters connected with state finances. 

 It is responsible for the implementation of the recommendations of the Finance Commission and 

Central Pay Commission, monitoring of audit comments/ observations, preparation of central government 

accounts. 

 It further assists central ministries/ departments in controlling the costs and prices of public services, 

reviewing system and procedure to optimize outputs and outcomes of public expenditure. 

 The principal activities of the Department include overseeing the expenditure management in the central 

ministries/ departments through the interface of the Financial Rules/ Regulations/ Orders, pre-sanction 

appraisal of major schemes/ projects, handling bulk of the central budgetary resources transferred to the 

state. 
 

Q 14.C 

 Kacheguda Railway Station under the South Central Railway (SCR) has earned the unique 

distinction of being the India's first Energy Efficient ‗A1 Category‘ Railway Station on Indian 

Railways. The station has achieved 100% energy efficiency by replacing 1,312 conventional lights with 

light-emitting diode (LED) lighting, among other steps. 

 Kacheguda Railway station is a historic building and had completed 100 years. Situated in the heart of 

Hyderabad city of Telengana , it was built in 1916 by the Nizam‘s Guaranteed State Railway during the 

reign of Mir Osman Ali Khan, the seventh Nizam. 

Q 15.B 

 In an initiative to improve India‘s weather forecasting, the Ministry of Earth Science (MoES) has 

launched a high performance computer (HPC) system named Mihir (meaning ‗Sun‘) at the National 

Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF) at Noida.  

 India‘s supercomputing prowess moved up several notches after it unveiled Pratyush, an array of 

computers that can deliver a peak power of 6.8 petaflops. One petaflop is a million billion floating point 

operations per second and is a reflection of the computing capacity of a system. Pratyush is the fourth 

fastest supercomputer in the world dedicated for weather and climate research, and follows machines in 

Japan, USA and the United Kingdom. 

 

Q 16.C 

 Dakshin Gangotri was the first Indian scientific research base station established in Antarctica, as a part of 

the Indian Antarctic Program. Located at a distance of 2,500 kilometres from the South Pole, it was 

established during the third Indian expedition to Antarctica in 1983/84. This was the first time an Indian 

team spent a winter in Antarctica to carry out scientific work. It got buried in ice and was abandoned in 

1990/91. Now it only acts as a supply base. Hence, option 1 is not correct. 
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 Maitri is India‘s second permanent research station in Antarctica. It was built and finished in 1989, shortly 

before the first station Dakshin Gangotri was buried in ice and abandoned in 1990/91.  Maitri is 

situated on the rocky mountainous region called Schirmacher Oasis. India also built a freshwater lake 

around Maitri known as Lake Priyadarshini. The research station is only 5 km away from the Russian 

Novolazarevskaya Station and is equipped to carry out research in various disciplines, such as biology, 

earth sciences, glaciology, atmospheric sciences, meteorology, cold region engineering, communication, 

human physiology, and medicine. Bharati is India's third Antarctic research facility working on trial basis 

since 2012. Research here focuses on oceanographic studies and the phenomenon of continental 

breakup. Both Bharati and Maitri are operational. Hence, options 2 and 3 are correct. 

 

Q 17.D 

 The National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC) was set up in February 

1989 under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013 (formerly Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956). The 

broad objective of NSFDC is to provide financial assistance in the form of concessional loans to 

scheduled castes families, and skill-cum-entrepreneurial training to the youth of the target 

group, living below double the poverty line for their economic development. 

 NSFDC is an institution under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India. 

 At present persons whose family income is below Rs.20,000/- per annum in rural areas and Rs.27,500/- 

per annum in urban areas are considered to be below poverty line, and those whose family income is 

below Rs.40,000/- per annum in rural areas and Rs.55,000/- per annum in urban areas respectively are 

considered to be below double poverty line. Caste and the Income Certificates are issued by Competent 

Authorities in the respective States. 

 

Q 18.C 

 National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS) is a social sector scheme and forms  part of the National Social 

Assistance Programme (NSAP) which came into effect from 15th August, 1995.Under the scheme a BPL 

household is entitled to lump sum amount of money on the death of primary breadwinner aged 

between 18 and 59 years. The amount of assistance is Rs. 20,000. 

 

Q 19.B 

 The National Water Development Agency (NWDA) was established in 1982 as a registered society under 

the Societies Registration Act, 1860 to study the feasibility of the links under the peninsular component of 

National Perspective Plan. 

 The NWDA is fully funded by the Government of India through grant-in-aid. 

 Subsequently, in 1990-91, NWDA Society resolved to take up the studies of the Himalayan component also. 

 The functions of NWDA were further modified in 2016 to undertake: 

o Implementation of Interlinking of River projects 

o Completion of water resources projects under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana 

(PMKSY). 

 It also acts as a repository of borrowed fund or loan from Banks / other institutions for the execution of 

projects. 

 The Agency functions with the following main objectives: (a) to carry out detailed surveys and 

investigations of possible reservoir sites and interconnecting links in order to establish the feasibility of 

the proposal of peninsular rivers development and Himalayan rivers development components forming 

part of the National Perspective for Water Resources Development 

 to prepare a feasibility report of the various components of the scheme relating to peninsular rivers 

development and Himalayan rivers development 

 to prepare pre-feasibility/feasibility/detailed project reports of the intra-state links as may be proposed by 

the states. 

 

Q 20.A 

 The ‗Make in India‘ effort of Indian Railways has culminated into India's first Semi High Speed Train, 

"Vande Bharat Express". Earlier known as Train 18 or T18, is the all-new engine-less and a self-propelled 

train. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai, a Railways Production unit, has been the force behind a 

completely in-house design and manufacture, computer modelling and working with a large number of 

suppliers for system integration in just 18 months. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
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 Further, it has an intelligent braking system with power regeneration for better energy efficiency thereby 

making it cost, energy and environment efficient which can save up to 30% of electrical energy. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 
 Vande Bharat Express is set to run between Delhi and Varanasi at a maximum speed of 160 kmph. Impact 

of this train, matching global standards of performance, safety and passenger comfort and yet costing less 

than half of global prices, has the potential to be a game changer in the global rail business. 
 

Q 21.B 

 Directorate of Enforcement was set up at New Delhi in 1956 for enforcement of the provisions of the 

Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), 1947. 

 The directorate is entrusted with the responsibility of implementing the Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act, 2002 (PMLA), which came into force in 2005. 

 At present, the Directorate of Enforcement enforces two laws viz., the Foreign Exchange 

Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) apart 

from looking after the residual work initiated under FERA. 
 

Q 22.D 

 Solar cycle: The amount of magnetic flux that rises up to the Sun's surface varies with time in a cycle 

called the solar cycle. This cycle lasts 11 years on average. This cycle is referred to as the sunspot cycle. It 

leads to areas called Sunspots which are darker, magnetically strong, cooler areas on the surface of the sun 

in a region called the photosphere. 

 Sunspots expand and contract as they move across the surface of the Sun, with diameters ranging from 16 

km to 160,000 km. 

 Sunspots are a common sight on our Sun during the years around solar maximum. Solar maximum or 

solar max is the period of greatest solar activity in the solar cycle of the Sun, where one solar cycle lasts 

about 11 years. Around solar minimum, only very few or even no sunspots can be found. Sunspots form 

where magnetic field lines come up from the Sun's interior trough the solar surface meaning that every 

sunspot has it's own polarity. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 The sunspot cycle lasts 11 years on average Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 Recently, scientists from Indian Institute of Science Education and Research have developed a way of 

predicting the intensity of activity in the next solar cycle (approximately from 2020 to 2031). It will help 

in understanding of the long-term variations of the Sun and its impact on earth climate which is one of the 

objectives of India‘s first solar probe – ‗Aditya L-1 Mission‘. The Aditya-L1 project has already been 

approved and will be launched in sometime in 2019-2020. the launch will take place around the beginning 

of the upcoming solar cycle, an event in which sunspots form and grow on the solar surface, before 

eventually diminishing over a period of 11 years. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 This Sunspot Cycle affect the Earth as they affect space weather.During extreme events, space weather 

can affect electronics-driven satellite controls, communications systems, air traffic over polar routes and 

even power grids. 

 Some believe that they are correlated with climate on earth. For instance, during past periods of low 

sunspot activity, some parts of Europe and North America experienced lower-than-average temperatures. 
 

Q 23.B 

 e-Nivaran aims to fast track taxpayer‘s grievance redressal, ensuring early resolution by integrating all 

the online and physical grievances received by the department and keeping track of it until it reaches its 

logical conclusion. 

 

Q 24.D 

  The National Security Council (NSC) of India is an executive government agency tasked with advising 

the Prime Minister's Office on matters of national security and strategic interest. It is not a statutory body. 

 Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 
 It was established by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government on 19 November 1998, with Brajesh Mishra as 

the first National Security Advisor. Prior to the formation of the NSC, these activities were overseen by 

the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

 Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 
 The Prime Minister heads the NSC, while, the ministers in charges of Home, Defence, External Affairs 

and Finance are members of the Council. The National Security Adviser heads the NSC Secretariat 

(NSCS) and now has three Deputy NSAs‘ to look into three different aspects of overall national security 

Other members may be invited to attend its monthly meetings, as and when required. 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



 

7                                                                              www.visionias.in                                                   ©Vision IAS  

 Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 
 Organisational structureThe NSC is the apex body of the three-tiered structure of the national security 

management system in India. The other two tiers are the Strategic Policy Group, and the National Security 

Advisory Board 

 Strategic Policy GroupThe Strategic Policy Group is the first level of the three-tier structure of the 

National Security Council. It forms the nucleus of the decision-making apparatus of the NSC. Earlier, 

Cabinet Secretary was its chairman, but now National Security Advisor is the chairman of the group. 

 National Security Advisory BoardThe brainchild of the first National Security Advisor(NSA), Brajesh 

Mishra, The National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) consists of a group of eminent national security 

experts outside of the government. 

 

Q 25.D 

 Incorporated on July 16th, 1986, Power Finance Corporation Ltd. is a Schedule-A Navratna CPSE, and is 

a leading Non-Banking Financial Corporation in the Country. PFC's registered office is located at New 

Delhi and regional offices are located at Mumbai and Chennai. 

 PFC is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Power. PFC has conferred the title of a 

'Navratna CPSE' in June 2007, and was classified as an Infrastructure Finance Company by the RBI on 

28th July, 2010. 

 It has been designated as a "Nodal Agency" for development of Integrated Power Development 

Scheme(IPDS), Ultra Mega Power Projects (UMPPs) and "Bid Process Coordinatorfor Independent 

Transmission Projects (ITPs). 

 

Q 26.C 

 De-notified, Nomadic and SemiNomadic communities are among the most deprived citizens of this 

country. These communities are hard to reach, less visible, and therefore, frequently left out. The 

Nomadic and SemiNomadic communities move from place to place in search of a livelihood. Central 

Government will set up a Welfare Development Board under the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment specifically for the purpose of implementing welfare and development programmes 

for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic communities. The Board shall ensure that special 

strategies are designed and implemented to serve these hard-to-reach communities. Hence, option c is 

correct. 

 The Renke Commission and the Idate Commission have done commendable work to identify and list 

these communities. A Committee under NITI Aayog will be set up to complete the task of identifying De-

notified, Nomadic and SemiNomadic communities not yet formally classified. 

Q 27.B 

 Recently the first report on EASE Reforms Index was released. It independently measures progress 

on the Public Sector Banks (PSB) Reforms Agenda on 140 objective, benchmarked metrics. 
 The publishing of the independent report commissioned through Indian Banks‘ Association and authored 

by BCG with Forrester Inc., Kantar IMRB and TransUnion CIBIL as knowledge partners, confirmed the 

effectiveness of Government‘s 4R‘s strategy in securing banking turnaround, with large 26% Index gain 

in Responsible Banking underpinning clean banking, and measurable progress in all six Enhance Access 

& Service Excellence (EASE) reform themes over the three quarters ending December 2018. 

 Individual bank scorecards including customer feedback survey make transparent bank efforts and commit 

each bank to fully institutionalising reforms on a sustained basis to avoid recurrence of stress in banks in future 
 

Q 28.C 

 Both the statements are correct 

 India has the largest area under cotton in the world with around 105 lakh hectares under cotton 

cultivation which is around 35 per cent of the world area. 

 India accounts for around 25 percent of the total global fibre production. 

 The Cotton Corporation of India Ltd., (CCl) is the central nodal agency for undertaking price support 

operations for cotton 

 

Q 29.D 

 Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) was launched in 2014 with the aim to develop one village by 

each Member of Parliament as a model village by 2016 and two more by 2019. 

 The goal of Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) is to translate the comprehensive and organic vision of 

Mahatma Gandhi into reality, keeping in view the present context. SAGY lays emphasis on inspiring 
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values of national pride, patriotism, unity, self-confidence to be as important as developing infrastructure. 

In other words, SAGY attempts to develop the value chain through value change. 

 The Members of Parliament (MPs) are the pivots this Scheme runs on. Gram Panchayat is a basic unit for 

development. The GramPanchayats adopted under SAGY prepared Village Development Plans (VDP). 

 Till now 702 Gram Panchayats have been identified by Members of Parliament under Phase - I and are 

taking concrete steps towards their development. This scheme is unique and transformative as it has a 

holistic approach towards development. It envisages integrated development of the selected village across 

multiple areas such as agriculture, health, education, sanitation, environment, livelihoods, etc. Far beyond 

mere infrastructure development, SAGY aims at instilling certain values, such as people‘s participation, 

Antyodaya, gender equality, dignity of women, social justice, spirit of community service, cleanliness, 

eco-friendliness, maintaining ecological balance, peace and harmony, mutual cooperation, self-reliance, 

local self-government, transparency and accountability in public life, etc., in the villages and their people 

so that they get transformed into models for others. 

 It is an initiative under the Ministry of Rural Development. Department of Rural Development 

formulated guidelines of the scheme. 

 

Q 30.D 

 Geological Survey of India (GSI) the premier earth science organization of the country, is the principal 

provider of basic earth science information to the Government, Industry and the geoscientific sector. 

Beginning in 1851 as a department engaged primarily in research for coal, GSI in its last 163 years of 

existence has expanded its activities manifold and has been involved either directly or indirectly in almost 

all areas of nation building. The vibrant steel, coal, metal, cement and power industries which expanded 

phenomenally in the post-independence era, bear eloquent testimony to GSI‘s contribution to national 

development. 

 GSI is now the custodian of one of the largest and most comprehensive earth science databases developed 

over the last one and half century. Its Charter of operation laid down by the Government of India details 

the scope of activities and responsibilities of GSI that encompasses practically the entire gamut of earth 

science activities. Creation and updation of national geoscientific information and knowledge base 

through ground, marine and airborne surveys and their dissemination are the primary goals of GSI. 

 The present activity domains of GSI include surface mapping, aerial and remote sensing surveys, offshore 

surveys, mineral prospecting and investigations, multi-disciplinary geoscientific, geo-technical, geo-

environmental and natural hazards studies, research and development, training and capacity building 

and information services etc. 

 

Q 31.B 

 The Bharat Stage are standards instituted by the government to regulate emission of air pollutants from 

motor vehicles. The norms were introduced in 2000. With appropriate fuel and technology, they limit the 

release of air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, particulate matter (PM) 

and sulphur oxides from vehicles using internal combustion engines. As the stage goes up, the control on 

emissions become stricter. Thus Bharat Stage VI norms are two stages ahead of the of the present Bharat 

Stage IV norms in regulating emissions. These norms are based on similar norms in Europe called Euro 4 

and Euro 6. The extent of sulphur is the major difference between Bharat Stage IV and Bharat Stage VI 

norms. BS-IV fuels contain 50 parts per million (ppm) sulphur, the BS-VI grade fuel only has 10 ppm 

sulphur. BS VI can bring PM in diesel cars down by 80 per cent . The new norms will bring down 

nitrogen oxides from diesel cars by 70 per cent and in petrol cars by 25 per cent. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 
 BS VI also make on-board diagnostics (OBD) mandatory for all vehicles. OBD device informs the vehicle 

owner or the repair technician how efficient the systems in the vehicle are. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 Bharat Stage VI will be introduced in India on 1 April, 2020. Considering concerns over rising air 

pollution levels in India, the Union government had in 2017 decided to leapfrog directly from BS-IV 

norms for petrol and diesel vehicles to BS-VI emission standards to reduce vehicular pollution. 

Accordingly, the automobile industry was asked to comply with the directive before the deadline.The 

companies are working on meeting the instruction by the Supreme Court to make available BS-VI fuel to 

13 metro cities besides the national capital region by April 2019. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 
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Q 32.C 

 Under the constitution of India, certain safeguards have been granted to the religious and linguistic 

minorities. Article 29 and 30 of the constitution seek to protect the interests of minorities and recognize 

their rights to conserve their distinct language, script and culture.  

 Article 29 (1) states that "Any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part 

thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the 

same." 

 Article 350 states that "Language to be used in representations for redress of grievances:  Every 

person shall be entitled to submit a representation for the redress of any grievance to any officer or 

authority of the Union or a State in any of the languages used in the Union or in the State, as the 

case may be." 

 Article 350A provides for instruction in the mother tongue at the primary stage of education to 

children belonging to linguistic minority groups.  
 

Q 33.D 

 Scientists rediscovered after 150 years a rare species of spider, which was believed have become 

extinct, from Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) located in the Western Ghats region of 

Kerala. The spider belonged to the family of jumping spiders (Salticidae) and scientifically named as 

Chrysilla volupes . Chrysilla volupeswas spotted at the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in the Western Ghats 

region. Wayanad wildlife Sanctuary is a part of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve and Project Elephant Reserve. 

It is contiguous with Mudumalai Wild life Sanctuary of Tamil Nadu and Bandipur and Nagarahole 

National Park of Karnataka. The Kabini River, one of the three east flowing rivers of Kerala, is an 

important tributary of the Kaveri River. Almost the entire Wayanad district is drained by Kabini and its 

three tributaries, the Panamaram, Mananthavady, and Kalindy rivers. The BanasuraSagar Dam is built on 

one of tributaries of the Kabini River. 

 

Q 34.A 

 The scheme is meant for old age protection and social security of Unorganised Workers (UW) who are 

mostly engaged as rickshaw pullers, street vendors, mid-day meal workers, head loaders, brick kiln 

worker. 

 Eligibility Criteria 

o Should be an unorganised worker (UW) (Hence, statement 1 is correct) 

o Entry age between 18 and 40 years 

o Monthly Income Rs 15000 or below 

o Should not be Engaged in Organized Sector (membership of EPF/NPS/ESIC) 

o Should not be an income tax payer 

 He/ She should possess Aadhar card and savings Bank Account / Jan Dhan account number with IFSC 

 It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme, under which the subscriber would receive a minimum 

assured pension of Rs 3000/- per month after attaining the age of 60 years. The Unorganised Worker will 

be required to visit the nearest Common Services Centre (CSC) and get enrolled for PM-SYM using 

Aadhaar Card and Savings bank/ Jan-Dhan account number on self-certification basis. PM-SYM will be a 

Central Sector Scheme administered by the Ministry of Labour and Employment and implemented 

through Life Insurance Corporation of India and CSC e-Governance Services India Limited. LIC will be 

the Pension Fund Manager and responsible for Pension pay out. Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 

 To be eligible for this scheme, the worker should not be covered under any statutory social security 

schemes such as National Pension Scheme (NPS), Employees‘ State Insurance Corporation scheme, 

Employees‘ Provident Fund Organization Scheme and is not an income tax payee. Hence, statement 2 is 

not correct. 
 

Q 35.D 

 India has been holding the position of leading milk producing nation in the world for the last several years 

with sustainable increase in the annual milk production wherein the research developments played a 

crucial role. Improvement of indigenous cattle breeds through selection project was conceptualized for the 

genetic improvement of Gir, Kankrej and Sahiwal cattle in their home tracts. 

 

Q 36.D 

 The criteria generally adopted for specification of a community as a scheduled tribe are: 

o indications of primitive traits; 
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o distinctive culture; 

o shyness of contact with the community at large; and 

o geographical isolation i.e. backwardness. 

 These are not spelt out in the Constitution but have become well established. They take into account the 

definitions in the 1931 Census, the reports of the first Backward Classes Commission (Kalelkar 

Committee), 1955, the Advisory Committee on Revision of SC/ ST lists (Lokur Committee), 1965 and the 

Joint Committee of Parliament on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Orders (Amendment) Bill, 

1967 (Chanda Committee), 1969. 

 There are over 700 tribes (with many of them overlapping in more than one State) as notified under 

Article 342 of the Constitution of India, spread over different states and Union Territories of the country. 

It is worth noting that no community has been specified as a scheduled tribe in relation to the states of 

Haryana and Punjab and the Union Territories of Chandigarh, Delhi and Puducherry. 

 

Q 37.D 

 Narcotic drugs are of two kinds- natural and synthetic. Natural narcotic drugs of great medical use such as 

morphine, codeine and thebaine are produced from opium. The Governments‘ policy has thus been to 

promote their use for medical and scientific purposes while preventing their diversion from licit 

sources, and prohibiting illicit traffic and abuse. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 The National Policy on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances is laid down by the Ministry of 

Finance in consultation with other stakeholders. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 Assistance to Voluntary Organizations for Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drugs) Abuse 

and for Social Defence Services is a flagship scheme of Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment.  The Scheme of Assistance for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drugs) 

Abuse is being implemented for identification, counseling, treatment and rehabilitation of addicts through 

voluntary and other eligible organizations. Under this scheme, financial assistance up to 90% of the 

approved expenditure is given to the voluntary organizations and other eligible agencies for setting 

up/running Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts (IRCAs), Regional Resource and Training 

Centres (RRTCs), for holding Awareness-cum-de-addiction camps (ACDC) and Workplace Prevention 

Programmes etc. Hence statement 3 is not correct.  

 

Q 38.C 

 Government of India, Ministry of Tourism (MoT) launched the Swadesh Darshan Scheme (Central 

Sector Scheme)– for integrated development of theme based tourist circuits in the country in 2014-

15. This scheme is envisioned to synergise with other Government of India schemes like Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan, Skill India, Make in India etc. with the idea of positioning the tourism sector as a major engine 

for job creation, driving force for economic growth, building synergy with various sectors to enable 

tourism to realise its potential. 

 As of now 15 theme based Circuits have been finalised: 

o Buddhist  

o Coastal 

o Desert 

o Eco 

o Heritage  

o Himalayan 

o Krishna 

o North-East 

o Ramayana 

o Rural 

o Spiritual 

o Sufi 
o Tirthankar 

o Tribal  

o Wildlife 

 

Q 39.C 

 The Schengen Area is an area comprising 26 European states that have officially abolished passport and 

all other types of border control at their mutual borders. The area mostly functions as a single jurisdiction 
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for international travel purposes, with a common visa policy. The area is named after the 1985 Schengen 

Agreement. 

 22 of the 28 EU member states participate in the Schengen Area. Of the six EU members that are not part 

of the Schengen Area, four—Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, and Romania—are legally obliged to join the 

area, while the other two—Ireland and the United Kingdom—maintain opt-outs. 

 The Schengen Area includes four countries which are not members of the European Union (EU). They are 

Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Liechtenstein. 

 

Q 40.D 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister approved setting up of National Nutrition Mission (NNM) 

with a three year budget of Rs.9046.17 crore commencing from 2017-18. The NNM, as an apex body, 

will monitor, supervise, fix targets and guide the nutrition related interventions across the 

Ministries.  

 The programme through the targets will strive to reduce the level of stunting, under-nutrition, anemia and 

low birth weight babies. It will create synergy, ensure better monitoring, issue alerts for timely 

action, and encourage States/UTs to perform, guide and supervise the line Ministries and 

States/UTs to achieve the targeted goals.  

 More than 10 crore people will be benefitted by this programme. All the States and districts will be 

covered in a phased manner i.e. 315 districts in 2017-18, 235 districts in 2018-19 and remaining 

districts in 2019-20. 

 NNM targets to reduce stunting, undernutrition, anemia (among young children, women and adolescent 

girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum respectively. Although the target to 

reduce Stunting is atleast 2% p.a., Mission would strive to achieve reduction in Stunting from 38.4% 

(NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022 (Mission 25 by 2022). 
 

Q 41.A 

 'Moscow format‘ is the Russian initiative which is seen as a significant move to finding a regional 

solution to the protracted Afghan war. This format aims to jointly search for ways to establish an 

inclusive inter-Afghan dialogue in order to advance the process of national reconciliation and the early 

establishment of peace in the long-suffering Afghan land. The Moscow format was introduced in 2017 

on the basis of the six-party mechanism for consultations between special representatives from 

Russia, Afghanistan, China, Pakistan, Iran and India.  
 The latest meeting was held in November 2018. India was represented at the meeting by TCA Raghavan, 

head of the foreign ministry-run Indian Council for World Affairs, and Amar Sinha, a former Indian 

envoy to Kabul. This is the first time India attended any talks on Afghanistan in the presence of Taliban 

representatives. Earlier in 1999 India had negotiated with Taliban for the release of a hijacked plane in 

Kandahar.  

Q 42.D 

 ―Sowa-Rigpa‖ commonly known as Tibetan system of medicine is one of the oldest, Living and well 

documented medical tradition of the world. It has been originated from Tibet and popularly practice in 

India, Nepal, Bhutan, Mongolia and Russia. The majority of theory and practice of Sowa-Rigpa is similar 

to ―Ayurveda‖. 

 In India, this system is widely practice in Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling (West Bengal), 

Dharamsala, Lahaul and Spiti (Himachal Pradesh) and Ladakh region of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 It emphasizes the importance of five cosmological physical elements in the formation of human 

body, the nature of disorders and the remedial measures. 

 It is the latest addition to the AYUSH group of health care systems. 

 

Q 43.B 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development is implementing the Swadhar Greh 

Scheme which targets the women victims of difficult circumstances who are in need of institutional 

support for rehabilitation so that they could lead their life with dignity. The Scheme envisages 

providing shelter, food, clothing and health as well as economic and social security for these women. 

 Department of Science and Technology launched several initiatives for women in science under its 

flagship scheme namely KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through 

Nurturing). Through this unique initiative, DST provides opportunity to women scientists who had 

break in their career, primarily due to family reasons, to pursue research in physical & mathematical 
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sciences, chemical sciences, life sciences, earth & atmospheric sciences and engineering technology. 

More than 2,500 women scientists are beneficiaries of this scheme. 

 The Ministry of Minority Affairs implements Nai Udaan Scheme under which free coaching is given to 

the minority students through empanelled coaching institutions/ organisations for preparation of various 

entrance examinations including prelims examinations for recruitment to Group ‗A‘, ‗B‘ and ‗C‘ services 

and other equivalent posts under the Central and State Governments including public sector undertakings, 

banks, insurance companies etc. Under the said scheme stipend of Rs. 1500 per month and Rs. 3000/- per 

month is provided to the local and outstation students respectively. 

 

Q 44.D 

 The Government has launched a new Central Sector Scheme Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN) to provide income support to all Small and Marginal landholding farmer families to supplement 

their financial needs. Under the scheme, Landholder Farmer families with total cultivable holding upto 2 

hectares shall be provided a benefit of Rs.6000 per annum per family payable in three equal installments, 

every four months. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 PM KISAN is a Central Sector scheme with 100% funding from Government of India. State Government 

and UT Administration will identify the farmer families which are eligible for support as per scheme 

guidelines. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 Since this is a beneficiary oriented scheme, in terms of extant guidelines, the Aadhaar number of the 

beneficiary has to be mandatorily provided. In case Aadhar number is not available, then in such case the 

application has to provide the Aadhar enrolment number to avail of the benefit under the scheme. Hence, 

statement 3 is correct.  
 

Q 45.A 

 The European Space Agency‘s (ESA‘s) Hera mission is set for a new record by becoming the first 

spacecraft to explore a binary asteroid — the Didymos pair. The moon orbiting Didymos, called 

‗Didymoon‘ — almost the size of the Giza Pyramid in Egypt, measuring just 160 metres in diameter — 

will be the smallest asteroid ever explored.        

 However, Hera mission won‘t be the first to reach Didymos. The National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) in the USA plans to launch the Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) 

between 2020 and 2021, which will target Didymoon as part of its planetary defence programme. The 

programme, designed to protect Earth from dangerous comets and asteroids, aims to crash DART into 

Didymoon in 2022 to alter its orbit around Didymos. 

Q 46.D 

 International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is an international financial institution 

and specialized United Nations agency based in Rome. It was set up in 1977 as the 13th specialized 

agency of the United Nations. It is dedicated to eradicating poverty and hunger in rural areas of 

developing countries. 

 176 countries are members of the IFAD, and these are grouped into three countries, comprising List - A: 

Developed Countries, List - B: Oil Producing Countries and List - C: Developing Countries. India is in 

List - C. India is one of the founder members of International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 

 

Q 47.A 

 India Newborn Action Plan (INAP) was launched in September 2014, for accelerating the reduction of 

preventable newborn deaths and stillbirths in the country - with the goal of attaining ‗Single Digit 

Neo-natal Mortality Rate (NMR) by 2030‘ and ‗Single Digit Still Birth Rate (SBR) by 2030‘. Currently, 

there are estimated 7.47 lakh neonatal deaths annually.The neo-natal deaths are expected to reduce to 

below 2.28 lakh annually by 2030, once the goal is achieved. 

 The India Newborn Action Plan (INAP) is India‘s committed response to the Global Every Newborn 

Action Plan (ENAP), launched in June 2014 at the 67th World Health Assembly, to advance the Global 

Strategy for Women‘s and Children‘s Health. 

 Goals: 

o Ending Preventable Newborn Deaths to achieve ―Single Digit NMR‖ by 2030, with all the states to 

individually achieve this target by 2035. 

o Ending Preventable Stillbirths to achieve ―Single Digit SBR‖ by 2030, with all the states to 

individually achieve this target by 2035 
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Q 48.B 

 Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit was recently held in Qingdao, China. 

 Key takeaways of the meet/ Qingdao declaration 
o It reaffirmed the resolve to fight terrorism, separatism and extremism and called for a unified global 

counterterrorism front under the coordination of the U.N. It also endorsed the demand for the UN 

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. 

o The SCO leaders adopted a Joint Appeal to Youth to counter the radicalization from extremist 

ideologies. 

o It emphasized the importance of comprehensive measures to reach a peaceful settlement of 

international and regional conflicts. 

o India refused to endorse the ambitious Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Being the lone 

dissenting voice against the project in the joint declaration it said that India welcomes connectivity 

projects that respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations. 

o India coined SECURE strategy for comprehensive security in the SCO region. 

o The declaration also showed its support for the Iranian nuclear deal and stressed on to consistently 

implement the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on the Iranian nuclear programme. Iran is 

presently an observer member of the SCO. 

 

Q 49.D 

 The Botanical Survey of India (BSI) is the apex research organization under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Govt. of India for carrying out taxonomic 

and floristic studies on wild plant resources of the country. It was established in 1890 with the basic 

objective to explore the plant resources of country and to identify the plants species with economic 

virtues. Sir George King, the then Superintendent of the ‗Royal Botanic Garden‘ Calcutta was appointed 

as first ex-officio Honorary Director of the BSI. 

 After independence the department was reorganized in 1954 by Government of India as a part of scientific 

development of the country. During the successive plan periods, the functional base of BSI was further 

expanded to include various new areas such as inventorying of endemic, rare and threatened plant 

species; evolving conservation strategies; studies on fragile ecosystems and protected areas, like 

wildlife sanctuaries, national parks and biosphere reserves, multiplication and maintenance of 

endemic and threatened plant species, wild ornamentals, etc., in Botanic Gardens and Orchidaria; 

documentation of traditional knowledge associated with plants and development of National Database of 

herbarium specimens/live collection/ botanical paintings/ illustrations, plant distribution and 

nomenclature, plant uses, etc. 
 

Q 50.A 

 Reserve Bank of India in its 'Statement on Developmental and Regulatory Policies' has announced 

setting up of ombudsman for digital transactions. With the digital mode for financial transactions gaining 

traction in the country, there is an emerging need for a dedicated, cost-free and expeditious grievance 

redressal mechanism for strengthening consumer confidence in this channel. It has therefore decided to 

implement an ‗Ombudsman Scheme for Digital Transactions‘ covering services provided by entities 

falling under Reserve Bank‘s regulatory jurisdiction.  

 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) is an umbrella organization for all retail payments in 

India.  
 

Q 51.B 

 Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) is the main survey conducted by Central Statistics Office 

(CSO) Industrial Statistics (IS) wing. ASI is principal source of industrial statistics in India. ASI, 

an annual event, not only facilitates suitable data collection based on appropriate sampling techniques but 

also ensures timely dissemination of statistical information to asses and evaluate the dynamics in 

composition, growth and structure of organized manufacturing sector. 

 It does not cover unorganised or unregistered or informal sector enterprises. 

 

Q 52.D 

 Both the statements are not correct.  
o Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Government of India has launched 'National Monsoon Mission' 

(NMM) with a vision to develop a state-of-the-art dynamical prediction system for monsoon rainfall 

on different time scales. 
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o The mission will support focused research by national and international research groups with 

definitive objectives and deliverables to improve models in the short, medium, extended and seasonal 

range scales through setting up of a framework for generating dynamical forecasts and improving the 

skill of forecasts. The mission will also support observational programs that will result in a better 

understanding of the processes. 

 Objectives: 
o To improve Seasonal and Intra-seasonal Monsoon Forecast 

o To improve Medium Range Forecast. 

 Participating Institutions: 
o Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune 

o National Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecast, Noida 

o India Meteorological Department, New Delhi 

 

Q 53.D 

 Statement 1 is correct: The e-Visa enables the prospective visitor to apply for an Indian Visa from 

his/her home country online without visiting the Indian Mission and also pay the visa fee online. Once 

approved, the applicant receives an email authorizing him/her to travel to India and he/she can travel with 

a print out of this authorization. On arrival, the visitor has to present the authorization to the immigration 

authorities who would then stamp the entry into the country. 

 e-Visa has been sub-divided into 5 categories i.e. 

o e-tourist visa 

o e-Business visa 

o e-Medical visa 

o e-Conference 

o e-Medical Attendant 

 This facility is available to Foreigners whose sole objective of visiting India is recreation, sight-seeing, 

short duration medical treatment, casual business visit, etc. and not valid for any other purpose/activities. 

 Statement 2 is correct: This facility is not available to Diplomatic/Official Passport Holders. 

 For diplomats & officials, India has signed various bilateral agreements which exempt them from the 

requirement of the visa. For example South Korea. South Africa etc.   

 With some countries, like Nepal, all types of passports are exempted from visa requirements.  

 Statement 3 is correct: e-Visa holders can enter India through any of the 28 designated Indian Airports 

and 5 designated seaports. 

 Duration of stay in India of e-Tourist and e-Business visa is maximum upto 1 year with multiple entry 

subject to the stay stipulations and registrations applicable for normal Tourist and Business Visas. 

 

Q 54.C 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Unnat Chulha Abhiyan programme was launched in June 2014 for 

promotion of improved biomass cook stove in the country for providing a clean cooking energy solution 

with a view to reduce consumption of fuelwood with higher efficiency and low emissions. 

 Biomass Cook Stove is a stove that is heated by burning wood, charcoal, animal dung or crop residue. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Projects under Unnat Chulha Abhiyan can claim carbon credits under Clean 

Development Mechanism of UNFCCC. Unnat Chulah Abhiyan (UCA) is a programme of the Ministry of 

New and Renewable Energy, Government of India. 

 

Q 55.D 

 Statement 1 is not correct: The song Jana-Gana-Mana was composed originally in Bangla by 

Rabindranath Tagore. It was adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent Assembly as the National 

Anthem of India on January 24, 1950. 

 The complete song consists of five stanzas. The first stanza of song Jana-Gana-Mana contains the full 

version of the National Anthem. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: It was first sung on December 27, 1911 at the Calcutta Session of the Indian 

National Congress.  

 

Q 56.A 

 In the last Budget, Government announced the facility of extension of Kisan Credit Card scheme (KCC) 

to Animal Husbandry and Fisheries farmers. 
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 Now, in this budget i.e. Budget 2019-20, Government has proposed to provide the benefit of 2% interest 

subvention to the farmers pursuing the activities of animal husbandry and fisheries, who avail loan 

through Kisan Credit Card. Further, in case of timely repayment of loan, they will also get an additional 

3% interest subvention. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 India is the second largest fish producing nation in the world accounting for 6.3% of global production, 

registering an average annual growth of more than 7% in recent years. The sector provides livelihood to 

about 1.45 crore people at the primary level. To provide sustained and focused attention towards 

development of this sector, Government has created a separate Department of Fisheries under the Ministry 

of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

Q 57.A 

 As per the policy resolution on Petroleum, Chemical and Petrochemical Investment Regions, a PCPIR is a 

specifically delineated investment region with an area of around 250 square kilometers. Hence 

statement1 is correct.  
 There are four notified PCPIRs namely Dahej (Gujarat), Vishakhapatnam–Kakinada (Andhra Pradesh), 

Paradeep (Odisha) and Cuddalore and Nagapattinam (Tamil Nadu). Hence statement 2 is correct.  

 The nodal department for PCPIR is Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals. Hence 

statement 3 is not correct. 
 

Q 58.D 

 All the statements are correct.  

 The International Grains Council (IGC) is an intergovernmental organization that seeks to: 

o Further international cooperation in grains trade; 

o Promote expansion, openness and fairness in the grains sector; 

o Contribute to grain market stability and to enhance world food security. 
o Each member is designated as an importer or exporter on the basis of its average trade in grains, 

rice and oilseeds. The operations of the Council are financed by annual contributions from its 

members, which are proportionate to their share of world trade in grains, rice and oilseeds. 

 India is a member of the International Grains Council (IGC), an inter-governmental forum of exporting 

and importing countries for cooperation in wheat and coarse grain matters which was previously known as 

International Wheat Council upto 1995.  

o India has been included in the category of exporting member in July, 2003 and represented in the 

meetings/sessions of the Council held from time to time. 

o The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson are elected annually, the posts alternating between 

exporting and importing members. 

Q 59.C 

 To protect and safeguard the land rights and other rights of Scheduled Tribes, following constitutional and 

legislative measure have been put in place:  

o ―The Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) (Recognition of 

Forest Rights) Act, 2006‖to recognize and vest the forest rights and occupation in forest land to 

forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes. 

o ―The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996‖, also provides that the Gram Sabha or 

the Panchayats at the appropriate level shall be consulted before making the acquisition of land in the 

Scheduled Areas or development projects and before resettling or rehabilitating persons affected by 

such projects in the Scheduled Areas; the actual planning and implementation of the projects in the 

Scheduled Areas shall be coordinated at the State Level. 

o ―Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 

Resettlement Act, 2013‖ (RFCTLARR Act, 2013 in short) safeguards against displacement of 

Scheduled Tribes. Special provisions have been made for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

under Sections 41 and 42 of the RFCTLARR Act, 2013 which protect their interests. The 

RFCTLARR Act, 2013 also lays down procedure and manner of rehabilitation and resettlement. 

o ―The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987‖ provides for legal services to members of Scheduled 

Tribes. 

o ―The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989‖: 

Wrongfully dispossessing members of Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes from their land or 

premises or interfering with the enjoyment of their rights, including forest rights, over any land or 

premises or water or irrigation facilities or destroying the crops or taking away the produce there from 

amount to atrocities and are subject to punishment under the said Act. 
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Q 60.B 

 Directive Principles of State Policy have been incorporated in Part - IV of the Constitution. Article 

41 states that "the state shall, within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective 

provision for securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in case of unemployment, 

old age, sickness and disablement and in other cases of undeserved want." 

 Besides, Eleventh Schedule to Article 243-G and Twelfth Schedule to Article 243-W, which pertain to 

the powers and responsibilites of the Panchayats and Municipalities respectively with respect to 

implementation of schemes for economic development and social justice, include welfare and 

safeguarding the interests of Persons with Disabilities among other weaker sections of the society. 

 Fundamental Rights provide for a set of six fundamental rights to all the citizens of the 

country, however, there is no direct mention of provisions related to persons with disabilities. 
 

Q 61.A 

 Department of School Education and Literacy (MHRD) has prepared a Digital Gender Atlas for 

advancing girls‘ education in the country on its website. The tool, which has been developed with the 

support of UNICEF, will help identify low performing geographic pockets for girls, particularly from 

marginalised groups such as scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and Muslim minorities, on specific 

gender related education indicators. In order to plan and execute educational interventions, the purpose 

of the Gender Atlas is to help identify and ensure equitable education with a focus on vulnerable girls, 

including girls with disabilities. 
 

Q 62.D 

 The Cartagena Biosafety Protocol (CBP) was negotiated under the aegis of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD) and adopted in 2000. India is a party to the Protocol. 

 The main objective of the Protocol is to ensure safe transfer, handling and use of living modified 

organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account risk to human health. 
 

Q 63.C 

 Eco-Development Forces Scheme was established in 1980s as a scheme being implemented through 

Ministry of Defence for ecological restoration of terrains, rendered difficult either due to severe 

degradation or remote location or difficult law and order situation. It is based on twin objectives of 

ecological regeneration in difficult areas, and promotion of meaningful employment to ex-

servicemen. 
 

Q 64.A 

 Integrated Power Development Scheme In order to provide impetus to the strengthening of power 

distribution sector in the urban area, Ministry of Power, Government of India launched ―Integrated Power 

Development Scheme‖ (IPDS) in 2014 with the following components: 

o strengthening of sub-transmission and distribution network in urban areas 
o metering of distribution transformers/feeders/consumers in urban areas 

o IT enablement of the distribution sector and strengthening of the distribution network. 

 

Q 65.B 

 To achieve the objectives under ICDS scheme, a package of six services is provided by the AWW/AWHs 

namely: 

o Supplementary Nutrition: AWW organise supplementary nutrition feeding for children (0-6 

years) and expectant and nursing mothers by planning the menu based on locally available food 

and local recipes. Hence option 1 is correct. 
o Pre-school Non-formal Education: AWW  organise non-formal pre-school activities in the 

anganwadi of children in the age group 3-6 years of age and to help in designing and making of 

toys and play equipment of indigenous origin for use in anganwadi. Hence option 2 is not 

correct. 
o Nutrition and Health education: AWW provide health and nutrition education and counseling on 

breastfeeding/ Infant & young feeding practices to mothers. Anganwadi Workers, being close to the 

local community, can motivate married women to adopt family planning/birth control measures. 

o Immunization: AWW assist the PHC staff in the implementation of health component of the 

programme viz. immunisation, health check-up, ante natal and post natal check etc. 

They support in organizing Pulse Polio Immunization (PPI) drives. Hence option 3 is correct. 
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o Referral services: AWW identify the disability among children during her home visits and refer 

the case immediately to the nearest PHC or District Disability Rehabilitation Centre. They 

also refer cases of mothers/children to the sub-centres/PHC. Hence option 4 is correct. 
o Health check-ups. AWW assist the PHC staff in the implementation of health component of the 

programme viz. immunisation, health check-up, ante natal and post natal check etc.  

 

Q 66.D 

 The National Social Assistance Programme comprises of five schemes, namely - (1) Indira Gandhi 

National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS), (2) Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme 

(IGNWPS), (3) Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS), (4) National Family 

Benefit Scheme NFBS) and (5) Annapurna. 

 Under National Old Age Pension Scheme, old age pension were granted to a person who is 65 years old or 

higher and who is destitute in the sense of having little or no means of regular income. Pension under 

IGNOAPS is now granted to a person who is 60 years or above and belongs to a household below the 

poverty line instead of only to destitute. 

 The eligibility criteria under Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) is:- - 

o The age of the applicant (male or female) should be 60 years or above.  

o The applicant should belong to a household living below the poverty line according to the 

criteria prescribed by the Govt. of India. 

 The eligibility criteria under Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS) is:- - 

o The applicant must be a widow in the age group of 40-59 years. 

o The applicant should belong to a household living below the poverty line according to the 

criteria prescribed by the Govt. of India 

 Annapurna Scheme aims at providing food security to meet the requirement of those senior citizens 

who, though eligible, have remained uncovered under the NOAPS. Under the Annapurna Scheme 

10 kgs of food grains per month are provided free of cost to the beneficiary. 
 

Q 67.D 

 Following functions are performed by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT) (Ministry of Commerce and Industry): 

o Formulation of FDI Policy 

o Administering Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Legislations 

o Granting manufacturing license for arms, ammunition and defense items. 

o Publish Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

 About the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
The Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion was established in 1995 and has been reconstituted in 

the year 2000 with the merger of the Department of Industrial Development. Earlier separate Ministries 

for Small Scale Industries & Agro and Rural Industries (SSI&A&RI) and Heavy Industries and Public 

Enterprises (HI&PE) were created in October, 1999. 

The Department is the nodal point for the promotion of productivity in the industrial sector. 

The Department is the nodal point for the promotion of productivity in the industrial sector 

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion is the nodal Department in Government of India for 

coordinating and implementing programmes with United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO) in India. 

 Recent Changes 
The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) has been renamed as the Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade with a mandate to deal with matters related to start-ups, 

facilitating ease of doing business among others. 

The newly-named department will look into matters related to promotion of internal trade, including retail 

trade, welfare of traders and their employees, facilitating ease of doing business and start-ups. 

The matters related to internal trade were earlier under the domain of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs. 

  

Q 68.B 

 Government announces annual target for agriculture credit in the budget every year. Agricultural credit 

flow has shown consistent progress every year. The target for the year 2016-17 was fixed at 9,00,000 

crore and against this target the achievement was 10,65,756 crore. 
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 The government implements the Interest Subvention Scheme under which interest subvention is 

provided on short-term crop loans upto Rs. 3 lakh for a period of one year which is made available to 

farmers at subvented interest of 7 per cent per annum and in case of timely payment, the same gets 

reduced to 4 per cent per annum. 

 

Q 69.D 

 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) was established on 1st July, 1916 to promote survey, exploration 

and research leading to the advancement in our knowledge of various aspects of the exceptionally rich life 

of the erstwhile ´British Indian Empire´. The survey has its genesis in the establishment of the Zoological 

Section of the Indian Museum at Calcutta in 1875. It has it's headquartered in Kolkata and 16 Regional 

Centres located in various parts of the country. 

 Geological Survey of India (GSI), headquartered at Kolkata, has six Regional offices located at 

Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Shillong and Kolkata and State Unit offices in almost all States of 

the country. The main functions of GSI relate to creation and updation of national geoscientific 

information and mineral resource assessment. 

 The Survey of India is India's central engineering agency in charge of mapping and surveying. 

Headquartered at Dehra Dun, it has 18 Geo-Spatial divisions ranging from the prediction of tides to 

aerial survey. It has 23 Geo-spatial Data Centers spread across India, each catering to the respective 

administrative area. 

 

Q 70.B 

 HIMANSH is a high altitude research station in Himalaya. It literally means, a slice of ice. 

 It is situated above 13,500 ft (>4000 m) at a remote region in Spiti Himachal Pradesh. 

 This station is equipped with instruments such as, automatic station, water level recorder, steam drill, 

snow ice corer, ground penetrating radar, differential global positioning system, snow fork, flow tracker, 

thermister string, radiometer, etc. 

 Water level recorders were installed at five locations along with a stretch of 130 km of Chandra river in 

western Himalaya for hydrological balance/modeling. Glaciers were monitored for mass balance, 

dynamics, energy balance and hydrology. 

 

Q 71.B 

 PM-YUVA Yojana(Pradhan Mantri Yuva Udyamita Vikas Abhiyan) aims to create an enabling 

ecosystem for Entrepreneurship Development through entrepreneurship education and training across the 

country in select Institutes of Higher Learning (Universities, Colleges and Premier Institutes), schools, 

Industrial Training Centers (ITIs) and Entrepreneurship Development Centers (EDCs) for over a period of 

five years 

 The target beneficiaries of the scheme are categorized as follows:: 

o Traditional students enrolled in degree programme across undergraduate/ postgraduate courses/ PhD 

programme/ Diploma 

o School Students 

o Students in Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) 

o All citizens including unorganized sector, women, and existing entrepreneurs in rural as well as urban 

areas, who would like to take up entrepreneurship education through coordination and support 

programmes. Hence statement 2 is correct.  

 This scheme does not provide any funding support. Hence statement 1 is not correct.  

 

Q 72.C 

 National Health Profile (NHP), published annually since 2005, brings together all health related 

information in a single platform. It has six chapters covering Demographic, Socio-Economic, Health 

Status and Health Finance Indicators, Human Resources in Health Sector and Health 

Infrastructure. Importantly, it is a major source of information on various communicable and non-

communicable diseases that are not covered under any other major programmes. 

 The National Health Profile (NHP)-2018 is prepared by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence 

(CBHI). 
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Q 73.C 

 National Rural Livelihoods Mission, renamed as Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana—National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) was launched in 2011. 

 It seeks to reach out to 8-9 crore rural poor households and organize one woman member from 

each household into affinity based women SHGs and federations at village level and at higher levels. 

While doing so, DAY-NRLM ensures adequate coverage of vulnerable sections of the society such 

that 50 per cent of the beneficiaries are members of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, 15 

per cent from minority groups and 3 per cent from persons with disability, while keeping in view the 

overall target of 100 per cent coverage of the rural poor households identified through Socio Economic 

and Caste Census (SECC) and through participatory processes of identification of poor households and 

approved by Gram Sabha. 

 

Q 74.B 

 Statement 2 is correct: National Authority for Chemical Weapons Convention (NACWC) has been 

established under the Chemical Weapons Convention Act, 2000 for implementing the provisions of the 

Chemical Weapons Convention. 

 Full name of CWC is Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use 

of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction 

 It is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), an 

intergovernmental organization based in The Hague, Netherlands. 

 It was signed by Government of India at Paris on the 14th day of January 1993. 

 Statement 1 is not correct: NACWC is an office in the Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India. 

 

Q 75.C 

 The Press Information Bureau (PIB) is the nodal agency of the Government of India to disseminate 

information to the print, electronic and social media on government policies, programmes, 

initiatives and achievements. It functions as an interface between the Government and the media and 

also provides feedback to the Government on people‘s reaction as reflected in the media. 

 PIB disseminates information through different means such as press releases, press notes, feature articles, 

backgrounds, press briefings, interviews, press conferences and press tours etc., to cater to the needs of 

regional media. PIB also uses social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram to 

disseminate information. 

 The information is released in English, Hindi, Urdu along with 13 other regional languages which 

reaches newspapers and media organizations all over the country. 

 

Q 76.C 

 The International Energy Agency is a Paris-based autonomous intergovernmental organization established 

in the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 1974 in 

the wake of the 1973 oil crisis. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The IEA was initially dedicated to responding to physical disruptions in the supply of oil, as well as 

serving as an information source on statistics about the international oil market and other energy sectors. 

The IEA acts as a policy adviser to its member states but also works with non-member countries, 

especially China, India, and Russia. 

 The annual World Energy Outlook is the International Energy Agency's flagship publication, widely 

recognized as the most authoritative source for global energy projections and analysis. It represents the 

leading source for medium to long-term energy market projections, extensive statistics, analysis and 

advice for both governments and the energy business. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 Membership: 
o IEA member countries are required to maintain total oil stock levels equivalent to at least 90 days of 

the previous year's net imports.Only the OECD member states can become members of the IEA. 

Except for Chile, Iceland, Israel, and Slovenia, all OECD member states are members of the IEA. In 

2014, Estonia joined the IEA and became its 29th member.Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Morocco, 

Singapore and Thailand are the associate members of IEA. 

o India joined the ranks of the IEA‘s membership on March 30, 2017 as a ―Member by 

Associate‖.Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
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Q 77.B 

 Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), is a multi-disciplinary scientific organization of the Ministry of 

Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India. Central Ground 

Water Board is the national apex agency entrusted with the responsibilities of providing scientific inputs 

for management, exploration, monitoring, assessment, augmentation and regulation of ground water 

resources of the country. 

 Central Ground Water Board was established in 1970 by renaming the Exploratory Tube wells 

Organization under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. It was merged with the Ground 

Water Wing of the Geological Survey of India during 1972. 

 The mandate of Central Ground Water Board is to "" Develop and disseminate technologies and 

monitor and implement national policies for the scientific and sustainable development and 

management of India's ground water resources, including their exploration, assessment, conservation, 

augmentation, protection from pollution, and distribution, based on principles of economic and ecological 

efficiency and equity‖. 

 

Q 78.B 

 The Office of the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities is government agency in India under 

the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment of Government of India. 

 This has been set up under Section 57 of the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, 

Protection of Rights & Full Participation) (PWD) Act, 1995. It is not a constitutional functionary. 

Hence statement 1 is not correct. It is mandated to take steps to safeguard the rights of persons with 

disabilities. Dr Kamlesh Kumar Pandey is the current Chief Commissioner. 

 The Chief Commissioner can also take suo moto notice of non-implementation of any rule, law etc. 

meant for persons with disabilities and is vested with the powers of a civil court related to 

summoning of wittness, discovery, requistioning and production of any document etc. Hence 

statement 2 and statement 3 are correct. 
 

Q 79.C 

 Naya Savera: The scheme aims to empower the students belonging to minority communities and 

prepare them for competitive examinations, so that their participation in government and private jobs 

improves. The scheme provides financial support for free coaching to notified minority students in 

selected coaching institutions. 

 ―Nai Roshni‖ is a Leadership Development Programme for Minority Women. The objective of the 

scheme is to empower and instill confidence among minority women, including their neighbours from 

other communities living in the same village/locality, by providing knowledge, tools and techniques for 

interacting with Government systems, banks and other institutions at all levels. 

Q 80.B 

 Statement 1 is not correct: The population of India, which at the turn of the twentieth century was 

around 238.4 million, increased to reach 1,210.9 million by 2011. The population of India as recorded at 

each decennial census from 1901 has grown steadily except for a decrease during 1911-21.  

 Statement 2 is correct: Sex ratio, defined as the number of females per thousand males is an important 

social indicator to measure the extent of prevailing equality between males and females in a society at a 

given point of time. The sex ratio in the country has always remained unfavorable to females. It was 972 

at the beginning of the twentieth century and thereafter showed a continuous decline until 1941. 

 Statement 3 is correct: Crude literacy rate is the total percentage of the people of an area at a particular 

time who can read and write with understanding, taking the total population of the area (including below 

seven years of age) as the denominator.  

 It has consistently increased in India from 1901 till 2011. 

 

Q 81.B 

 Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) is a statutory body under Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting, regulating the public exhibition of films under the provisions of the Cinematograph 

Act 1952. 

 Films can be publicly exhibited in India only after they have been certified by the Central Board of 

Film Certification. 

 The Board consists of non-official members and a Chairman (all of whom are appointed by Central 

Government) and functions with headquarters at Mumbai. It has nine Regional offices, one each at 
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Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad, New Delhi, Cuttack and 

Guwahati. The Regional Offices are assisted in the examination of films by Advisory Panels. The 

members of the panels are nominated by Central Government by drawing people from different walks of 

life for a period of 2 years. 

 The Certification process is in accordance with The Cinematograph Act, 1952, The Cinematograph 

(certification) Rules, 1983, and the guidelines issued by the Central government u/s 5 (B). 

o U: Unrestricted Public Exhibition 

o U/A: Unrestricted Public Exhibition - but with a word of caution that discretion required for 

children below 12 years 
o A: Restricted to adults 

o S: Restricted to any special class of persons like doctors etc. 

 

Q 82.B 

 With a view to address climate change and the related issues, the National Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC) laid down the principles and identified the approach to be adopted to meet the challenges of 

impact of climate change through eight national missions. National Water Mission is one of the 

missions under NAPCC. 

 The main objective of the National Water Mission is ―conservation of water, minimizing wastage and 

ensuring its more equitable distribution both across and within states through integrated water 

resources development and management‖. 

 The five identified goals of the mission are: 

(a) comprehensive water data base in public domain and assessment of impact of climate change on water 

resource; 

(b) promotion of citizen and state action for water conservation, augmentation and preservation; 

(c) focused attention to vulnerable areas including over-exploited areas; 

(d) increasing water use efficiency by 20 per cent, and 

(e) promotion of basin level integrated water resources management. 

 It is an initiative under the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga 

Rejuvenation. 

 

Q 83.D 

 Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project is a 750 MW project being constructed in Bhutan. India is a 

major stakeholder in the Rs 4000 crore worth green power project that is planned to supply mammoth 

amount of energy to India at a favorable price. India is a major stake holder in Mangdechhu project as it is 

one of the ten Hydroprojects planned by Bhutan to generate 10,000MW hydropower by 2020 with support 

from the Government of India. 

 The Mangdechhu project was bagged by the Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. (BHEL) and it will be 

implemented on a bilateral basis. Indo-Bhutan bilateral agreement for the project on Himalayan river 

Torsha with its origin in Tibet was signed in April 2010. Following that the actual construction began in 

2012. As per its detailed project report (DPR), cost of Mangdechhu project was around INR 2900 crore 

that was revised to over 4500 crore afterward. Lion‘s share of that is funding from India in the form of 

30% as grant and 70% loan. The project is estimated to generate 2,923GWh of green electricity. 

 

Q 84.C 

 Public Debt of India is classified into three categories of Union Government liabilities into internal debt, 

external debt and other liabilities. 

 Internal debt for Government of India largely consists of fixed tenure and fixed rate government papers 

(dated securities and treasury bills) which are issued through auctions. These include market loans (dated 

securities), treasury bills (91, 182 and 364 days) and 14 day treasury bills (issued to state governments 

only), cash management bills, special securities issued to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Compensation 

and other bonds, non-negotiable and non-interest bearing rupee securities issued to international 

financial institutions and securities issued under market stabilization scheme with a view to reduce 

dependency on physical gold and reduce imports. 

 External debt represents loans received from foreign governments and multilateral institutions. 

 ―Other‖ liabilities category, not a part of public debt, includes other interest-bearing obligations of the 

government, such as post office saving deposits, deposits under small savings schemes, loans raised 
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through post office cash certificates, provident funds and certain other deposits. Hence statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 The Union Government does not borrow directly from international capital markets. Its foreign 

currency borrowing takes place from multilateral agencies and bilateral sources and is a part of official 

development assistance (ODA). At present, the Government of India does not borrow in the international 

capital markets. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 The Reserve Bank manages the public debt of the Central and the State Governments and also acts 

as a banker to them under the provisions of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (Section 20 and 

21). Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 

Q 85.D 

 About National Cadet Corps 

 Statement 1 is correct: The National Cadets Corps came into existence under the National Cadet Corps 

Act XXXI of 1948 

 Statement 2 is correct: Age limit for a student to join NCC is upto 26 years.Respective age limits are: 

o For Junior Division Cadets: 12 -18.5 Years 

o For Senior Division Cadets: Upto 26 years of age. 

 Statement 3 is correct: NCC programme is applicable for both private and Govt Schools & Colleges. 

The NCC is open to all regular students of schools and colleges on a voluntary basis. 

 Other features of NCC: 
o NCC Programme is a part of the Educational activity. 

o The students have no liability for active military service. 

o Arrangements for Finances/Funds for NCC are shared by the Central and State Govts. 

o It is not compulsory to donate blood for an NCC cadet. 

o All the states and Union Territories are covered under NCC 

 

Q 86.A 

 The Kendriya Hindi Samiti was constituted in 1967 

 Statement 1 is correct: It is the apex policy making body which lays the guidelines for the propagation 

and progressive use of Hindi as the official language of the Union. 

 Statement 2 is correct: It is chaired by Prime Minister 

 Statement 3 is not correct: It is not necessary that the chief minister of all Hindi speaking states are its 

members. Its members are decided by Government and there are no fixed criteria for that. 

Q 87.B 

 The creation of Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog for the conservation, protection and development of cows 

and their progeny will provide the policy framework and direction to the cow conservation and 

development programmes in the country and for ensuring proper implementation of laws with respect to 

the welfare of cows. It is in pursuance of the announcement of setting up of the Aayog in the Union 

Budget 2019-20. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will work in collaboration with Veterinary, Animal Sciences or 

Agriculture University or departments or organizations of the Central/State Government engaged in the 

task of research in the field of breeding and rearing of cow, organic manure, biogas etc. The Aayog will 

also look after the implementation of laws and welfare schemes for cows. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 

Q 88.D 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) was established under the Competition Act, 2002 for the 

administration, implementation and enforcement of the Act, and was duly constituted in March 2009. The 

following are the objectives of the Commission. 

o To prevent practices having adverse effect on competition. 

o To promote and sustain competition in markets. 

o To protect the interests of consumers and 

o To ensure freedom of trade 

 It is an affiliated office under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

 

Q 89.C 

 The International Energy Agency‘s (IEA) annual Ministerial Meeting in November 2017 has 

launched an initiative to support clean energy transitions in emerging economies. 
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 Building on IEA‘s expertise in on all types of energy, the Clean Energy Transitions Programme aims to 

accelerate the transition towards clean energy systems around the world, focusing on major emerging 

economies. Supported by 13 countries with more than €30 million in funding, the initiative will build 

partnerships with IEA association countries to provide technology and policy support for clean energy. 

 Programme will focus on key countries that are seeking greater cooperation with the IEA, including 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, and South Africa, as well as other IEA Association and Partner 

countries and regions where the programme can have high impact. The IEA‘s Member Countries will 

benefit from sharing lessons learned, a rapid dissemination of technologies, improving IEA analytical 

capabilities, and a strengthening of global data and analysis. 

 

Q 90.B 

 India recently became a member of the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Australia Group and 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

 There are currently four Multilateral Export Control Regimes: 

o The Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods 

and Technologies 

o The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), for the control of nuclear related technology 

o The Australia Group (AG) for control of chemical and biological technology that could be 

weaponized 

o The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) for the control of rockets and other aerial vehicles 

capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction (India became member of MTCR in 2016) 

 India is not yet a member of Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). China opposes India's membership to 

NSG. Other countries opposing Indian membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) on the basis of 

NPT non-signatory status of India include Ireland and Austria. 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, 

the creation of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders of China, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. The original five nations, with the exclusion 

of Uzbekistan, were previously members of the Shanghai Five group, founded on 26 April 1996. Since 

then, the organisation has expanded its membership to eight countries when India and Pakistan joined 

SCO as full members on 9 June 2017 at a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an intergovernmental 

economic organisation with 36 member countries, founded in 1961 to stimulate economic progress and 

world trade. It is a forum of countries describing themselves as committed to democracy and the market 

economy, providing a platform to compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, 

identify good practices and coordinate domestic and international policies of its members. Most OECD 

members are high-income economies with a very high Human Development Index (HDI) and are 

regarded as developed countries. India is not a member of OECD. 
 

Q 91.D 

 Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11, otherwise known as DMH - 11, is a genetically modified hybrid variety of the 

mustard species Brassica juncea. It was indigenously developed by Professor Deepak Pental from the 

University of Delhi with the aim of reducing India's demand for edible oil imports. 

 This hybrid mustard variety has come under intense public scrutiny, mainly due to concerns regarding 

DMH - 11's potential to adversely affect the environment as well as consumer health. DMH - 11 was 

found not to pose any food allergy risks, and has demonstrated increased yields over existing mustard 

varieties. Conflicting details and results regarding the field trials and safety evaluations conducted on 

DMH - 11 have delayed its approval for commercial cropping. 

 The trials for DMH-11 was carried out in 2014-2015 after being granted permission from the Genetic 

Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), India's apex regulator of transgenic products in September 

2015, the University of Delhi South Campus submitted an application to the Genetic Engineering 

Appraisal Committee requesting permission for environmental release of DMH - 11.The details and 

results of these safety trials have not been made public yet. 

 About GEAC:The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) was constituted under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) as the apex body under the ‗Rules for 

Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and Storage of Hazardous Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered 

Organisms or Cells 1989‘ in accordance with the Environment Protection Act, 1986. 

 It is the organization engaged in the appraisal of activities that involve the large-scale usage of hazardous 

microorganisms and recombinants in industrial production as well as research from an environmental 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



 

24                                                                              www.visionias.in                                                   ©Vision IAS  

point of view. Its mandate is to ensure that only safe and environmentally harmless activities are done.The 

organization also appraises proposals related to the release of genetically engineered organisms and 

products into the environment, including experimental field trials. 

 The ministry‘s Special Secretary/Additional Secretary is the Chairman of the GEAC. 

 

Q 92.A 

 The National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities (NMMA) was launched in 2007 with the objective 

to prepare a National database on Built Heritage and Sites (BH&S) and antiquities from different 

sources and museums. 

 Objectives of NMMA 

o Documentation and creation of a suitable database on built heritage and sites for information and 

dissemination to planners, researchers etc. and for better management of such cultural resources. 

o Documentation in a uniform format developed by NMMA, of all Antiquities that are available in the 

form of Registered Antiquities, Catalogued Antiquities with Central as well as State Governments, 

Private museums and collections, Universities, etc. 

o Promote awareness and sensitize people concerning the benefits of preserving the historical and 

cultural aspects of built heritage, sites and antiquities. 

o Extend training facility and capacity building to the concerned State Departments, Local bodies, 

NGOs, Universities, Museums, Local communities, etc. 

o Help in developing synergy between institutions like Archaeological Survey of India, State 

Departments, concerned Institutions and NGOs to generate close interaction. 

o Publication and Research 

 

Q 93.B 

 The World Bank in its latest report titled ―Poverty and Shared Prosperity 2018: Piecing Together the 

Poverty Puzzle,‖ introduced a societal poverty line that increases in value as a country gets richer—a 

global poverty line that reflects the variation in national poverty lines observed across the world. It is a 

recognition that poverty is a deeply social and relative experience, so it cannot be detached from the social 

context of the individual. A refrigerator may be a luxury in a poor country, but it is essential to basic 

functioning in rich countries. When judged by the relative standard of the society in which they live, 

almost 3 in 10 individuals were living in poverty in 2015. The introduction of higher poverty lines and the 

societal poverty line help us pay attention to the poor living in middle-income countries. 

 

Q 94.D 

 Anganwadi Worker (AWW) works solely in her village and focuses on provision of food supplements to 

young children, adolescent girls, and lactating women. She organises supplementary nutrition feeding for 

children (0-6 years) and expectant and nursing mothers by planning the menu based on locally available 

food and local recipes. She is also responsible for sharing information collected under ICDS Scheme with 

the ANM. She also guides Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) engaged under National Rural 

Health Mission in the delivery of health care services and maintenance of records under the ICDS 

Scheme. 

 She also assists in implementation of Kishori Shakti Yojana (KSY) and motivate and educate the 

adolescent girls and their parents and community in general by organzing social awareness programmes/ 

campaigns etc. 

 She also assists in implementation of Nutrition Programme for Adolescent Girls (NPAG) as per the 

guidelines of the Scheme and maintain such record as prescribed under the NPAG. 

 

Q 95.B 

 Statement 1 is not correct: Price Monitoring Cell (PMC) in the Department of Consumer Affairs is 

responsible for monitoring the prices of selected essential commodities. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The activities of the cell include monitoring of the retail and wholesale 

prices, and spot and future prices of selected essential commodities on a daily basis. 

 Price is monitored for twenty two essential commodities (Rice, Wheat, Atta, Gram Dal, Tur (Arhar) Dal, 

Urad Dal , Moong Dal, Masur Dal, Sugar, Gur, Groundnut Oil, Mustard Oil, Vanaspati, Sunflower Oil, 

Soya Oil, Palm Oil, Tea, Milk, Potato, Onion, Tomato and Salt) based on data collected from 109 market 

centres spread across the country representing North, West, East, South and North-eastern regions of the 

country. 
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Q 96.C 

 Operation Smile also called as Operation MUSKAAN is an initiative of the Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) to rescue/rehabilitate missing children. It is a dedicated campaign for a month where 

several activities are taken up by the State Police personnel to trace and rescue the missing children and 

reunite them with their families. 

 The ―Operation MUSKAAN -III‖ was taken up during July, 2017 throughout the country as a follow up 

of the earlier campaigns to rescue/rehabilitate the missing children. 

 

Q 97.B 

 National Cyber Coordination Centre (NCCC) is being set up with an aim to generate cyber security 

situational awareness to anticipate and prepare for cyber-attacks. NCCC will aggregate cyber threat 

related information from various identified sources in the country for near real time threat assessment and 

situational awareness that will help in analysis and generation of timely alerts and periodic reports. 

 

Q 98.A 

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister was recently apprised about Ministry of Petroleum & 

Natural Gas, Government of India joining IEA Bioenergy TCP as its 25th member on 25th January 

2019. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 The other members are Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 

South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European 

Commission. 

 International Energy Agency's Technology Collaboration Programme on Bioenergy (IEA Bioenergy TCP) 

is an international platform for co-operation among countries with the aim of improving cooperation and 

information exchange between countries that have national programmes in bioenergy research, 

development and deployment. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 IEA Bioenergy TCP works under the framework of International Energy Agency (IEA) to which India has 

"Association" status since 30th March 2017. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 The primary goal of joining IEA Bioenergy TCP by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoP&NG) is 

to facilitate the market introduction of advanced biofuels with an aim to bring down emissions and reduce 

crude imports. IEA Bioenergy TCP also provides a platform for international collaboration and 

information exchange in bioenergy research, technology development, demonstration, and policy analysis 

with a focus on overcoming the environmental, institutional, technological, social, 'and market barriers to 

the near-and long-term deployment of bioenergy technologies. 

 

Q 99.A 

 The State Emblem of India is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Asoka at Sarnath. 

 State Emblem of India was adopted on January 26, 1950. 

 It comprises of the profile of the Lion Capital showing three lions mounted on the abacus with a Dharma 

Chakra in the centre, a bull on the right and a galloping horse on the left, and outlines of Dharma 

Chakras on the extreme right and left. 

 The motto ―Satyameva Jayate‖-Truth alone triumphs—written in Devanagari script below the profile of 

the Lion Capital is also a part of the State Emblem of India. 

 The bell-shaped lotus was omitted. 

 In the State Emblem lies the official seal of the Government of India. Its use is regulated by the State 

Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and The State Emblem of India (Regulation of 

Use) Rules, 2007 [read with State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Amendment Rules, 2010]. 

 

Q 100.B 

 BHIM Aadhaar Pay enables Merchants to receive digital payments from customers over the 

counter through Aadhaar Authentication. Hence statement 1 is correct. It allows for any Merchant 

associated with any acquiring bank live on BHIM Aadhaar Pay , to accept payment from customer of any 

bank by authenticating customer‘s biometrics. 

 To be able to effect the same, merchant should have an Android mobile with BHIM Aadhaar app and 

certified biometric scanner attached with mobile phone/Kiosk/Tablet on USB Port or Micro-ATM/POS, 

mPOS. Both Customer and Merchant should have their Aadhaar linked to their Bank Account. 
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 Customer can pay using aadhaar number & biometrics at all merchant locations where BHIM Aadhaar 

Pay is accepted. Merchant will enter customer details and amount in his BHIM Aadhaar Pay App 

and customer has to provide his biometrics on the Merchant App after selecting his bank. Hence 

statement 2 is correct. 

 Limit on Value of Transaction: The per transaction limit is Rs.10,000. Hence statement 3 is not 

correct. 
 

Copyright © by Vision IAS  
All rights are reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior 
permission of Vision IAS 

 

https://t.me/PDF4Examshttps://t.me/IAS201819 https://t.me/PDF4Exams

https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official


	Cover page [pdf4exams].pdf
	Join  Telegram Groups




