History of India
Ancient India

Pre-Historic Period

Palaeolithic Period in this period, man barely managed to gather his food and lived on
hunting. Palaeolithic period is divided into three phases.

They are

O
I.  Lower Palacolithic q(o
Q

II.  Middle Paleolithic

II.  Upper Paleolithic 6

e Mesolithic Period Domestication of animals (do&an a@aracterlstlc
tools used were called microliths. g

e Neolithic Period Neolithic People knew aklge An important site
of this age is Burzahom, which means ace .

e Chalcolithic Period Use of copper st ne ols. According to
radiocarbon dating, Indus Vall&;&hza read from the year 2500-1750
B “2

Indus Valley Civilization &

e Town Planning S@\atl lanning was based on grid system; burnt
bricks made we, ged drainage system; fortified citadel; highly
urbanized &e 0 implements. The towns were divided into 2 parts;
Upp'e(r& nd Lowe Part.

o Bourlda¥ anda (J&K); South- Daimabad (Maharashtra); East-
Alamgirp t-Sutkagendor.

Site A Discovery/Finding
Harappa 4 Y Situated on river Ravi in Montgomery district of Punjab
(Pakistan). It was excavated by Daya Ram Sahni in 1921-23.

Mohenjoda%\/lound of Dead) Situated on River Indus in Larkana district of Sind (Pak). It
was excavated by RD Bannerji in 1922. The main building
& includes the Great Bath, the Great Granary, the Collegiate
Building and the Assembly Hall.

Kalibangan (Black Bangles) Discovered by BB Lal (1953); situated on Ghaggar river, a
(Rajasthan) ploughed field; a wooden furrow; seven fire-altars; bones of
camel; and evidence of two types of burials namely-circular
grave and rectangular grave.

Lothal (Gujarat) Discovered by SR Rao (1954); situated on river Bhagava A
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Chanhudaro

part town was divided into citadel, lower town and dockyard.
Evidence of rice has been found here.

On river Indus; discovered by MJ Mazumdar (1931); only
Indus site without citadel; bronze figurines of bullock cart
and ekkas; a small pot suggesting a kinkwell.

Banawali (Haryana) On river Saraswati, discovered by RS Bisht (1973); evidence

of both pre-Harappan and Harappan culture; lacked
systematic drainage system; evidence of good quality barley.

oval grave; Pot burials; and it was probably a port ¢4

Surkotada (Gujarat) Discovered by JP Joshi in 1972; evidence of horse @éﬁ

Harappan Period.

Rojdi (Gujarat) It Possesses structure of pre-HaraEpan, Hara&%d post-

Bhimbetka

Dholavira

A world heritage site, is knm@o anc@aves depicting
pictures of birds, animal ma

It is found on river Lugt of Kutc ins%:t in Gujarat largest
and latest site, disc V&d’by 1(1967-68).
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Meluha is the ancient nalz,glven (@s region by Mesopotamians. Harappans

°h .

were ruled by a clas T no evidence of weapons found there. No
evidence of Harap(% ein iarchal people.
Indus people s November and reaped their harvest in April

because of of ﬂ roduced wheat, barley, rai, peas, sesamum, rice,
mustard, peo rst produced cotton as Greeks called it Sindon (derived
from

Known Am were oxen, sheep. buffaloes, goats, pigs, elephants dogs, cats,

asses and ell Knit external and internal trade,. Barter system was
prevalent. ery interesting feature of this civilization was that iron was not
known tdythe people.
ees (pipal), animals (bull), birds (dove, pigeon) and stones too were

oyshipped though no evidence of temple found.

ead bodies were placed in North-South orientation. The seal of Pashupati depicts
elephant, tiger, rhinoceros and buffalo.Two deers appear at the feet of Pashupati.
Harappan script is pictographic but not deciphered yet. The script was written from
right to left in he first line and left to right in the second line. This style is called
Boustrophedon.
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