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THE HARAPPAN CULTURE: BRONZE AGE CIVILIZATION

THE INDUS or the Harappan culture is older than the chalcolithic cultures which have been
treated earlier, but it is far more developed than these cultures. It arose in the north-western part
of the Indian subcontinent. It is called Harappan because this civilization was discovered first in
1921 at the modern site of Harappa situated in the province of West Punjab in Pakistan. It
extended from Jammu in the north to the Narmada estuary in the south, and from the Makran
coast of Baluchistan in the west to Meerut in the north-east. The area formed a triangle and
accounted for about 1,299,600 square kilometers.

Nearly 1500 Harappan sites are known so far in the subcontinent. Of these, the two most
important cities were Harappa in Punjab and Mohenjo-Daro (literally the mound of the dead) in
Sindh, both forming parts of Pakistan. Situated at a distance of 483 kilometers they were linked
together by the Indus. A third city lay at Chanhudaro about 130 km south of Mohenjo-Daro in
Sindh, and a fourth at Lothal in Gujarat at the head of the Gulf of Cambay. A fifth city lay at
Kalibangan, which means black bangles, in northern Rajasthan. A sixth called Banawali is
situated in Hissar district in Haryana. It saw two cultural phases, pre-Harappan and Harappan,
similar to that of Kalibangan. The Harappan culture is noticeable in its mature and flourishing
stage at all these six places. It is also found in its mature phase in the coastal cities of
Sutkagendor and Surkotada, each one of which is marked by a citadel. The later Harappan phase
is found in Rangpur and Rojdi in the Kathiawar peninsula in Gujarat. In addition to these,
Dholavira lying in the Kutch area of Gujarat shows Harappan fortification and all the three
phases of the Harappan culture. These phases also appear in Rakhigarhi which is situated on the
Ghaggarin Haryana and is much bigger than Dholavira.

Town Planning and Structures

The Harappan culture was distinguished by its system of town planning. Harappa and Mohenjo-
Daro each had its own citadel in each city lay a lower town containing brick houses, which were
inhabited by the common people. The remarkable thing about the arrangement of the houses in
the cities is that they followed the grid system. According to it, roads cut across one another
almost at right angles, and the city was divided into so many blocks. This is true of almost all
Indus settlements.

The most important public place of Mohenjo-Daro seems to be the Great Bath, comprising the
tank which is situated in the citadel mound. It is an example of beautiful brickwork. It measures
11.88 x 7.01 meters and 2.43 meters deep. Flights of steps at either end lead to the surface. There
are side rooms for changing clothes. The floor of the Batch was made of burnt bricks. It is
suggested that the Great Bath served ritual bathing, which has been so vital to any religious
ceremony in India.
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In Mohenjo-Daro the largest building is a granary, which is 45.71 meters long and 15.23 meters
wide. But in the citadel of Harappa we find as many as six granaries. We come across a series of
brick platforms which formed the basis for two rows of six granaries. Each granary measured
15.23 x 6.03 meters and lay within a few meters of the river bank. The combined floor space of
the twelve units would be about 838 square meters. Approximately it had the same area as the
Great Granary at Mohenjo-Daro. Harappa also shows two-roomed barracks, which possibly
accommodated labors.

At Kalibangan also we notice in the southern part brick platforms, which may have been used for
granaries. Thus, it would appear that granaries constituted an important part of the Harappan
cities.

The use of burnt bricks in the Hrappan cities is remarkable, because in the contemporary
buildings of Egypt mainly dried bricks were used. We find the use of baked bricks in
contemporary Mesopotamia, but they were used to a much larger extent in the Harappan cities.
The drainage system of Mohenjo-Daro was very impressive. In almost all cities every big or
small house had its own courtyard and bathroom. In Kalibangan many houses had their wells.
Water flowed from the house to the streets which had drains. Sometimes these drains were
covered with bricks and sometimes with stone slabs. The street drains were equipped with
manholes. Perhaps no other Bronze Age civilization gave so much attention to health and
cleanliness as the Harappan did.

Agriculture

The Indus people produced wheat, barley, ray, peas, etc. They produced two types of wheat and
barley. A good quantity of barley has been discovered at Banawali. In addition to this they
produced sesame and mustard. As 1800 B.C., the people of Lothal used rice whose remains have
been found. Food grains were stored in huge granaries in both Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa and
possibly in Kalibangan. Probably, cereals were received as taxes from peasants and stored in
granaries for the payment of wages as well as for use during emergencies. This can be said on
the analogy of Mesopotamian cities where wages were paid in barley. The Indus people were the
earliest people to produce cotton. Because cotton was first produced in this are Greeks called it
sin don, which is derived from Sindh.

Domestication of Animals

Although the Harappa's practiced agriculture, animals were kept on a large scale. Ox, buffaloes,
goats, sheep and pigs were domesticated. The humped bulls were favored by the Harappans.
From the very beginning dogs were regarded as pets. Cats were also domesticated, and signs of
the feet of both dogs and cats have been noticed.
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They also kept asses and camels, which were obviously used as beasts of burden. Evidence of
the horse comes from a superficial level of Mohenjo-Daro and from a doubtful terracotta
figuring from Lothal. The remains of the horse are reported from Sutkotada, situated in west
Gujarat, and belong to around B.C. but it is doubtful. In any case the Harappan culture was not
horse-centered. Neither the bones of horse nor its representations appear in early and mature
Harappan culture. Elephants were well known to the Harappans, who were also acquainted with
the rhinoceros.

Technology and Crafts

The Harappan culture belongs to the Bronze Age. The people of Harappa used many tools and
implements of stone, but they were well acquainted with the manufacture and use of bronze.
Ordinarily bronze was made by the smiths by mixing tin with copper mines of Rajasthan,
although it could also be brought from Baluchistan. Tin was possibly brought with difficulty
from Afghanistan. The bronze tools and weapons recovered from the Harappan sites; contain a
smaller percentage of tin. However, the kit of bronze goods left by the Harappans is
considerable, which suggests that the bronze smiths constituted an important group of artisans in
the Harappan society. They produced not only images and utensils but also various tools and
weapons such as axes, saws, knives and spears. Several other important crafts flourished in the
Harappan towns. A piece of woven cotton has been recovered from Mohenjo-Daro, and textile)
impressions found on several objects. Spindle whorls were used for spinning. Weavers wove
cloth of wool and cotton. Huge brick structures suggest that brick-laying was an important craft.
They also attest the existence of a class of masons. The Harappans also practiced boat-making.
The goldsmiths made jewelry of silver, gold and precious stones; the first two may have been
obtained from Afghanistan and the last from south India. The Harappans were also experts in
bead-making. The potter’s wheel was in full use, and the Harappans produced their own
characteristic pottery, which was made glossily and shinning.

Trade

Trade was important in the life of the Indus people. The Harappans carried on considerable trade
in stone, metal, shell, etc., within the Indus culture zone. However, their cities did not possess
the necessary raw material for the commodities they produced. They did not use metal money.
Most probably they carried on all exchanges through barter. In return for finished goods and
possibly food grains, they procured metals from the neighboring area spy boats and bullock
carts. They practiced navigation of the coast of the Arabian Sea. They knew the use of wheel,
and carts with solid wheels were in use in Harappa. The Harappa had commercial links with one
area of Rajasthan, and also with Afghanistan and Iran. They had set up a trading colony in
northern Afghanistan which evidently facilitated trade with Central Asia.

%ﬁ\%ﬁ? lﬁwﬁ@f\—xﬁ ar & JHR] & FU T AT fHT od A 3s &
2 W m@?ﬁ@ﬁm? %ﬂﬁ%%@lﬁé%

aﬁ@%ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁw%%lamlm%ﬁwéw

TN 3R fRrey

i i aﬁﬁr@ah?aﬁvxrr@raﬂsﬁﬂmmﬁﬁ
T .
S 'ﬁm-wmm%@mmmﬁs@ :
Tebal UT| o GHad: BRI I BT T YT| g P

ﬂmFﬁa%’r am?r 4
P | El
W IO\%;MCI d'E;I"I d%iguq_[a;mﬁ

Loy i o o mwm @W;S%\w é?'
aﬁmﬂwﬁm%glmasaﬁmﬁﬁiﬁamwmgm @ﬁ&ﬁ?aﬂﬂ?ﬂ
EREMNL GRS

ﬁﬁg‘m S wmwg}gwmw q| ‘e[
UR

Rie] @ o Sffa H ATIR H1_9gd Hed UT| TSI o qRT Ry T&pfd &7 & Hidg IR,
@%&rﬁ% Wb"r aga mmﬁr Gﬂ%ﬁmmaﬁﬁ% e
31 bel HId el a}g{gﬁwﬂgﬂ ?hrgﬁﬂm:la gaﬂaﬁua%%
ey AT 3R JHad: Qe
%ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ 3l BT TG Bl 3R UNR & e W : 2l
amm%mﬁ mwwaaﬁ?mﬁ T gefal 4f| g Bl
W%Q&?éﬂﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬂ@? & 1Y H} AR e &1 gl STt
o Ueh IR IUTaRT fopam o1 o1 WY wU J 7e TR & 1Y AR
DI T T BT AT

USHT &5 Bt



STUDY MASTER OFFICIAL 9896160956 WhatsApp/Telegram For Paid Study Material & Test Series www.studymasterofficial.com Download our App from Play Store

The Rig Veda has many things in common with the Vista, which is the oldest text in the Iranian
language. The two texts use the same names for several gods and even for social classes. But the
earliest specimen of the Indo-European language is found in an inscription of about 2200 B.C.
from Iraq Later such specimens occur in Hittite inscriptions in Anatolia (Turkey) from the
nineteenth to the seventeenth centuries B.C. Aryan names appeal in Cassette inscriptions of
about 1600 B.C. from Iraq and in Mitanni inscriptions of the fourteenth century B.C. from the
Aryans appeared in India. The earliest Aryans lived in the geographical area covered by eastern
Afghanistan, North-West Frontier Province, Punjab and fringes of western Uttar Pradesh. Some
rivers of Afghanistan such as the river Kubha, and the river Indus and its five branches, are
mentioned in the Rig Veda. The Sindhu, identical with the Indus, is the river par excellence of
the Aryans, and it is repeatedly mentioned. Another river, the Saraswati, is called naditama or
the best of the rivers in the Rig Veda. The whole region in which the Aryans first settled in
Indian subcontinent is called the Land of the Seven Rivers.

Tribal Conflicts

We hear of many defeats inflicted by Indira on the enemies of the Aryans. In the Rig Veda Indira
is called Purandara which means that he was the breaker of forts. The Aryans succeeded
everywhere because they possessed chariots driven by horses, and introduced them for the first
time into West Asia and India. The Aryan soldiers were probably equipped also with coats of
mail (avian) and better arms.

According to tradition, the Aryans were divided into five tribe panchajana but there might have
been other tribes also. The Bharatas and the Titus were the ruling Aryan clans, and they were
supported by priest Vasisththa. The country Bharatavarsha was eventually named after the tribe
Bharata, which appears first in the Rig Veda. The Bharata ruling clan was opposed by a host of
ten chiefs, five of whom were heads of Aryan tribes and the remaining five of non-Aryan people.
The battle that was fought between the Bharatas on the one hand, and the host of ten chiefs on
the other is known as the Battle of Ten Kings. This battle was fought on the river Parushni,
identical with the river Ravi and it gave victory to Sodas and established the supremacy of the
Bharatas. Of the defeated tribes, the most Important was that of the Purus. Subsequently the
Bharatas joined hands with the Purus and formed a new ruling tribe called the Kurus. The Kurus
combined with the Paschalis, and they together established their rule in the upper Gang etic basin
where they played an important part in later Vedic times.

Material Life

The Rig Vedic people possessed better knowledge of agriculture. Ploughshare is mentioned in
the earliest part of the Rig Veda though some consider it an interpolation. Possibly this
ploughshare was made of wood. They were acquainted with sowing, harvesting and threshing,
and knew about the different seasons.
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This afforded a-great advantage to him. With this great influence in this area, Chandragupta II
conquered western Malawi and Gujarat, which had been under the rule of the Shaka Kshatriyas
for about four centuries by that time. The conquest gave Chandragupta the waster sea coast,
famous for trade and commerce. This contributed to the prosperity of Malawi, and its chief city
Ujjain. Ujjain seems to have been made the second capital by Chandragupta II.

Chandragupta II adopted the title of Vikramaditya, which had been first used by an Ujjain ruler
in 57 B.C. as a mark of victory over the Shaka Kshatriyas of western. India The court of
Chandragupta II at Ujjain was adorned by numerous scholars including Kalidasa and
Anairasimlia. It was in Chandragupta’s time that the Chinese pilgrim Fahien (399-414) visited
India and wrote an elaborate account of the life of its people.

Fall of the Empire

The successors of Chandragupta II had to face an invasion by the Huns from Central Asia in the
second half of the fifth century A.D. Although in the be-ginning the Gupta king Skandragupta
tried effectively to stem the march of the Huns into India, his successors proved to be weak and
could not cope with the Hunan invaders, who excelled in horsemanship and possibly used
stirrups made of metal. They could move quickly and being excellent archers they seem to have
attained considerable successor not only in Iran but also in India.

By 485 the Huns occupied eastern Malawi and a good portion of central India where their
inscriptions have been found. The inter-mediate regions such as Punjab and Rajasthan also
passed under their possession. This must have drastically reduced the extent of the Gupta empire
at the beginning of the sixth century. Although the Hun power was soon overthrown by
Yashodharaman of Malawi who belonged to the Aulikara feudatory family, the Malawi prince
successfully challenged the authority of the Gupta send set up in 532, pillars of victory
commemorating his conquest of almost the whole of northern India, Yashodharman’s rule was
short lived, but it meant a severe blow to the Gupta empire.

The Gupta empire was further undermined by the rise of the feudatories. The governors
appointed by the Gupta kings in north. Bengal and their feudatories in Sarmatia or south-east
Bengal tended to become independent. The late Guptas of Magadha established their power in
Bihar..

Alongside them the Maukharis rose to power in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, and had their capital at
Kanauj. It seems that by 550 Bihar and Uttar Pradesh had passed out of Gupta hands. By the
beginning of the sixth century we find independent princes issuing land grants in their own rights
in northern Madhya Pradesh, although they use the Gupta era in dating their charters.
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25. Consider the following statements and mark the option which is correct.
(1) Kushavas &Kunindas never issued silver coins.

(i1) Chandragupta Vikramaditya was the first to issue silver coin.

(iii) Paper Rupees were first issued by Lord canning.

(iv) Our earliest coin was made of Gold.

(a) 1, 11 & iii

(b)ii & iv

(c) all of the above

(d) none of the above.

26. Which was the most frequently depicted animal.

(a) Elephant

(b) Unicorn

(c) Rhino

(d) Tiger.

27. Consider the following statements and mark the option which is cortect.
(1) Pashupati Seal has been found from Lothal.

(i1) The Harappan bricks were made in ratio of 1:2:4.

(ii1) For small measurement binary system and for big measurement decimal system were used
in Harappa.

(iv) Persian Gulf seals have been found in Lothal.
(a) 1, ii & iil
(b)ii & iv

25. Frofafed wul R faaR &1 iR 39 fawey o fafed & o 961 8
(i) TT 3R pA<l 3 it ot =7t & Ry SR 7Y fopu

(ii) Tl T Rt SR} H3 aTat UuH afad I faspaTed 3|

(iii) BT Y G4 TS @le Pbi gRI SR by e g

(iv) TATT Ja4 QR R i BT &1 47|

(a) i, i & iii
(b)ii & iv

(¢) STRITT Tt

(d) SR A P 1|

26. 51 qIY S SR ST T SR 4T

(a) TTAT

(b) FFHTH

(c) g

(d) ST

27. FfRad Hy=t IR faR 3¢ 3R 99 60 &) fifgd & o 98l 21
(1) STE ¥ TRt gev it g |

(i) TS B 3¢ 1:2:4 T U § F13 75 off |

i) BT H# B¢ 3199 & ot fgemamst womeft ok 93 719 & o a=meg ot &1 IuanT
ST T |

(iv) Tre T HRE & @rel &1 Jes fie 81
(a) i, ii & i

(b) ii & iv
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253. (1) Annexation of Awadh

(2) Role of Christian Missionaries

(3) Military Grievances

(4) Administrative Cause

Which of the above causes are the reason for revolt of 1857.

(a) All of the above

(b)1&2

(©)2&3

(d)2,3&4

254. Consider the following statements.

(1) Lord Canning was the Governor - General during Revolt of 1857.
(2) The British adopted the policy of no prisoners in revolt of 1857.
(3) Maulvi Ahmad-ullah was the leader of Lucknow during 1857 revolt.
(a) All of the above

(b) 1 & 2 only

(¢)2 & 3 only

d1&3

255. Consider the following statements about changes of port 1857 revolt.

(1) English East India Company rule came to-end by the Act of 1858,
(2) The Board of Directors & the Board of Control were abolished.
(3) Lord Canning held a Darbar at New Delhi.

Which of the above statements is / are true.

253. (1) 3t &1 faeg

(2) 4TS fHreriedl @t ayftrep

3) T R

(4) URITEH® BRI

JRIFT H ¥ B T BRUT 1857 & fIGIE BT PR E|

(a) IURTad I+

(b) 1 3R 2

(c) 2 3R 3

(d) 2,3 3R 4

254, FEfeRId HuA1 R faR &3

(1) TS BT 1857 & fIEE & SR TTR-T:F I

(2)1857 & fagie o ot 3 fomr &l &1 i s |
(3) BITA SMEHE-ITE 1857 & fAGIE & SR T8 & Ad1 |
(a) SURTGT g
(b) FaeT 1 3R 2
(

(

o) Pad 2 3R 3

d) 133

255. 012 1857 faEIE & ufvaad & IR # FHEffad sy iR far &3
(1) 1858 & HTUFTH GRT TS 5% ST HUAT HT MY JHTE &1 747
(2) Fe e ded iR fa=ur 91 &1 IH &= fear T

(3) TS BT 7L fITh H U RIR BT AT b

SR & A D /A HY I 8/8 |
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